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Right Honourabll and my very good Lord, 


HAT I haue pre- 
lumed to preſent to 
your. Lordſhips Pa- 
tronage theſe few 
Sermons of a decea- 
{ed worthie friend, 
it is not ſo much the 
acknowledgmentof 
thoſe great favours 
ark noble relpects wherewith you were 
— gleate a th orace 1m , & Gnce his death haue 

A 2 > £ - . vouch 


{ be t:pijl le 


Cc. 
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vouchſafed to extend to me your ynworthy 
ſervant.as a due confideration( if in Dedica- 
tions matchableneſle be to be regarded) how. Þ - 
properly and peculiarly they-doe belong te. 
your Lordſhip both in reſpc& of the Author” Fe 
A andthe Argument. The Author was: one, © (0 
- - whom.for his {in cular dexteritie in the Arts,*? 6-1. (ih 
4 b | ; ST 2 | 3X 
p depth of judgement, ſharpnefle of wit, and* - 
_ eſpecially his skill in languages, Hebrew,” =. - 
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your abodeat Magdalen Colledge in Oxon "mM 


_ dantreſtimonies of your oood A fed to + 
_ him, thatHe oft profeſſed ro mechow great: 4 + 
and jult an intereſt your merits claimed in'all _ "JF 
his ſtudies and labours. This which you here | Þ} 
{ce is but an Eſſay to ſome maſter pecce IC 
which you might hauc expected, ifhehadli- ft 
ved to finiſh whar he attempted in the Greek © ©} 
Antiquities,and obſervations on the Hebrew - 
Text. Forthe matter, it being a Theame of * 


the wWeightieſt buſineſle in Chriſtianity, the 
ground- 


Fg ws 
47% 


Dedicatory $& / 


oround-worke of all, which if it bee not firit 
rooted inthe heart, all other our conclufzons 
andſpeculations in Divinitic will bee butlike 
te building a Cal{tle in the ayre, & may gue. 


| theſfoule content perhaps ,of arare ſpeculati- 


on bur cannoatof a powerfull, experimentall, 


IK . foule-quickning , and ſoule-{auing Religion: 


The Argument, Iſay, being ſuch, as I could 
not harden my ſclfe againlt the requeſts of 
_ ſomewhodefired the publiſhing thereof tor 

_thegood,many ſoules might reape by ir,. {o 
neither could I thinke any,ficter to Patronage 


{© a Theamof piery.than one who ſhewed him- 
| © ſelfeamongit vs, botha Patrone and an ex- 
# © ampleofic.I would be as farre trom flattery 
© + as youarefrom the want of it, and I would 


- not, you ſhould. looke your ſelfe ina falſe 
Glaſſe: overweening in amy manis a thing. 
5 thatexpoſcth to ſecret contempt , Whenloc- 
verthe weakneſle ſhall be eſpicd, but Great 
men ſo much the more, by how much they 
arethe more obſcrued, and haue occaſion 
ofrner to come ypon the ſtage, You remem- 
3  _ | be. 


T he Epiſtle | 
ber what manner of man hewas , ſerious in - 
his ſtudies,devout and ſtrict in an holy con- -.: Mi - 
verſation,the things you loued in himg and * $f 
imitated: A fingar Omen, when Nobletnen - 1 
| begin betimesto be countenancers of ggod-" 
> | ».King.ts, NAEfle and Good men: ſoperſevere to doe like * Mt 
A a good Obaarah *the Church fhall blefſe you, nb. 
and God ſhall honour you , * For thoſe that . + 
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'vingthemyv p tot uch headlong courſes: and * [ XY 
filthy vices , whereby their honcur ſhall bee - 
{taincd , theireſtates waſted , themſelues and FF © 
their poſterity ruined (it being not ynuſuall WF 
with God to punith men by their owne devis *2}} - 
ces and {innes wherein th cy delight. ) Ando WO Þ- | 
doth your Lordſhip perſevere to doe, {will - Ft 
not load your modeſty with a {lender report ** 08, © 
of your owne worth : What perhaps Tought- - af} 
ro ſay,your Lordſhip may gueſſe by what the 7 \ ” 
people doe lay of you , and what I ſhould . MF 

commend vnto you (if | were ablc or wors- + I 
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| thy) by whatthe world expes from you: 
' TIknowe there is nothing more vaine than 
{ . roliveby apinion, by what men fay or ex- 
| pc; opinion is but anill rule and gouerneſſc 
= ofourliucs and ations (Another mans mea- 
F ſure being too long,or too ſhort for me ) yet 
this vſe wemay make of it ; when men begin 
© to applaudand rake norice of that which our 
F” - felues hauethe greateſt reaſon to ſtudy and 


”  affe& it may lcrue to raiſe our vertues to an 
} « 4 i” DO 
& - higher p than our owne-privitie could. 
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| - bghtly bring them, the loue and practiſe ata... 

# ny good increaſing with the acceptance it 

+. findes abroad : Bur I forget whar | hauein 

|}  hand,Jcloſc all with apprecation of all hap- 

# pincſſeroyour Lordfhip: the God of Zoſeph _ 

4 . doubleypon youthe vleſlings of oſeph,* Bleſ- Domncante© 
F. ſed let him make you for the precious things of Hea- | 
þ: © -ven,and of the deepe that coucheth beneath , for the 

{+ | precions things of the Earth, and the fulneſſe there- 

#. of, bureſpecially,for the good will of his that 

| _ dwelt im the Buſh: Doe worthrly in Ephratah.* and Rut.4.1. 

be ok finous mour Iſrael: Theſceds of Virtue 


ard pious education wherewith your tender 
| yEares. 
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yearcs haue beene ſeaſoned, let them 


and yecldtheir pleaſant and wholfotn 
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in their ſeaſons. I {till tref paſſe. Menes, 
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EY”. nay 7 come 10 me, " not his Father, ard #iborg U 


F uchim. 3. The cſpeciall effe&s andteſtimonics of it; Ck 
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ather , Wife , and Clilaren, and Bretheren, 2. +<—<<*o/; 
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Proceed ſtill in.my tract or, 
diſcourſe , concerning the 4: oo er | 
og Uo is {i | 


lincerity of our loue vnto #94. 
our bleſſed ſaviour, My me- 7 Ky” 
thod in it T haue acquainted NE. 7 


el $-+.+t: 2% 
you with heretofore, impo- U” 25 <p +08 


ſing ypon my ſelfeacop lOUSSHr > | 
and full handling of tao Oe 


moſt conſiderable poynts, * 


NLO dns it vp mat ſelfe, and evidence it vnto 5, af 
_—y | 


© Vs... *X. The true and proper Sround or originall of it: Yds 
hc ſpeciall reaſons inducing vs to loue him. 2. The re- 
mire degree and intenfion of it; how much we are to. KATY of: >F 
7.49 
A - what RY —_, 
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; The triad 


WW 708 a , | _ * aa RT "Oe 
(oma cb Dot ny) hat weare to doe becauſe weloue him. The firſt of 
5345 4 pr theſe heads I haue diſpatched already; having hereto- 
| $-0a6, FS. fore inanother audience diſcovered the falle,andin 
2+. this congregation, the true grounds of ourloue vnto 

rw lation, a Chriſt Icſus: I am now fallen vpon the ſecond point,” 
Polo becnnol aud therein more punctually to enquire,how much we - 
6 Soviet ts are to loue him, which query our Sautour himſeclfe; F__ 

Te I clearly and throughly refolues in my text, 1f any man 

come Unto me CFC. | 5: 
4 CurSaviour was now in the progreſle of his humili-' **W- 
fa 7 ation, going about and doing good, Being on his way W 4 
©Fhe obſerues great multitudes thronging and flocking 
* +, £3.34 after him,no doubt for various ends, and vpon yatious 
C p77 6-37. ,Motiues. This he well knew: and therevpon that they 
toda {might not diſhonour him and deceiue themſeclues by: 
Phe 09 73ol groſſe, abſurd conccipts ofa cemmon eaſineſſe;forany. - 
4 = manto gett whatſocuer good was tobe gotten from: 
him by alittle trotting after him, he thought it ©xpe- 
: {«b)Jicnt to let them all know before hand, what they muſt 
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y The triall of a Chrifttans + 


- | 1 
moſideeely to afteR, he cannot be my Diſciple; he is, y*%5=* * oh F 
 notqualified citherro doe me that honour which bo of 
ſhall expe& from him, or to receiue thoſe fauours <-£.f2 5 
which hewill expe& from me. It any man deſirous of Se 
a more ſatisfying expeQation ofthis ſcripcure ſhall en-71,.57., 
quire yer more particularly, in what ſenſe the Diſciple { <2: 
* _ * of Chriſt muſt hate his parents at d children, wife and? 
| kindred, yea and his owne life: I anſwer r. the law 
| God doth not only permitt, but alſo command vs to... 
F  loucalltheſe, and to embrace them with the ſweereſt»-* 
decreſt affe@ions that nature can poffibly ſtirre vp ing" 7-7 
our breaſts and bowells:Farre be it from our ſaviour to7, 
contradict this law by requiring that his _P 
their v&y firſt entrance into his ſchoole, ſhould r 
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| Mections of nature and hnmanity: that which he re- 
res is this,that ſecing even during theEtrue Church 
x will dayly happen many caſes wherein wee muſt 
needs.cither deale vnkindly ard diſhonourably with 
| him,or breake ſquares with ſuch as are neere and deere 
vynto vs, and in time of perſecution we may be ſo put to 
«thar we muſi} cicher be aſhamed of him betore men, =_ 
and inthe cxtreamity of baſenefſe abiurc him, orelle Fg 
partwith our temporal! Iife and all contentments; I ſay "a 
he requires, thathis Difciples ſhould come with minds 
fo poſſeſſed withan extraordinary ouerreaching c- 
ſteeme of him beyond any thing elſe, that they night _ 1 i 
 beprepared aforchand for ſuch exigents, and refolue : ' £0 
to runne the met deſperate hazard o* thi lofcot any _ 
mans jauour, or their owne hues, that nothing may in- 
A 2 | cerrupt 


The triall of a ChriStzans 
rerrupt their obedience vnto him,or intercept the light 
| ofhis countenaunce from them 2. we are to note, that 
the hatred which is required, hath not reference to the 
perſons ſpecified inmy text, butto fuch fauours and 
'contentmentsas we may receiue from them. The loue - 
of Chriſt will not ſuffer, much leſle cauſe vs, in 
any caſe to neglect the duties, or grow weary ct. * WF. 
the relations of nature: only thus much Chriſt expe&s' » FF 
from vs ſeeing we may be often driven to that puſh WF 
that we muſt cither looſe him; or the good lookes of. 
thoſe whom we account our beſt freinds, that-in com-: 2 
pariſon of our hopes by the Goſpell, we ſhould fo hate: * 
(that 1s) by a Hebraiſine, neglect or difc{teeme what-: - 7 
ſoever comforts or tauours we could expe frorrithem, 
that without any long pauſe or deliverationggudgmay 
be content to let them goe, and be glad we are Eaxtarot: 
them, that wee may ſticke cloſe vato Chriſt, and bee; 
founde in him enwrapped in his rightiouſneſſe, To.vns; 
fold this yet more diſtin&tly: we may part from! that: . 
which 1s deere ynto vs for the loue of God or Chriſtin! 
; /worefpects 1.as a facrifice to witt when God isglori- + 
 fiedbythatwhichwepart with: ſo Abraham was will- 
'1ng to part with [{aacke,,& in this reſpect might be ſaid. 
,to hate him,though ro doubt but his bowells yearned 
moſt vehemently, even when his hand was fetching the 
 farall blow; ſo that Heroicall Mother 2.44ach-7: hated 
her ſeauen ſonnes whom indeed ſhe loued moſt render- 
11y, being content to ſee them all butchered betore her 
___ etes with horrible rarity of corments, that they might 
2 'notdiſobey the law, and God might be glorified.2 as 
| | atem- 


- 4 vo 
= "95 ys 
FE 28 £ 
WES 55, 
© 17x:Mg "Fs 
þ "- 


ae -., »TVOHV”m», < WIS LA - - j A tad 


| ſyncere /oue pnto C brift ri 


a temptation, when we our ſelues being feuerd irom it , 
may glorifie God more freely: Thus Moles r,//cd to 
be called the ſonne of Pharaohs Daughter, hating ihe 
treaſures of /Egtipt in compariſon of the reproach of ' 
Chriſt Heb: 11.26. Thus Iofeph parted with.his Mi- 
fireſſeand all his hoycs by his Maſter, becauſe hewould * 
not doe that great wickeaneſſe and ſinne againſt God. 
Sothatindeed the hatred required in my text js more * 
paſhue then actiue,confiſting inan humble willingneſſe 
to forgoeany thing which may be either an accepta- 
ble ſacrifice varo Chriſt, ora dangerous temptation 
frombim,ina well compoled diſlike and. dileſteeme ' 
of thoſe things, which our nature counts her, iewells, 
when compared to thoſe glorious inviſible rarities / 
which they may hinder vsfrom. Laſtly in a placide, 3 
well tempered contentedneſle, vpon a ſmall warning 
toipart with them, eicher one afceranather, -or all of 
mhentata cap, ſo thatwe may be ſure of tae maine, fo 
thatby leaing them goe, wee may take better ho!d of 
-Chritt 1clus in whom wee are ſure to fiad with an infi- 
Aiteoverplus wharſocuer we looie for his fake. - | 
:..Mytex: being thus explained, Iwill contract the 
Ppith both of it and irs explication into this doctrine, 
'Whoſocvermakes account to be the better for his pro- 
tefſionof Chritt,and to haue his ſhare in-thoſe vavalua- 
ble purchaſes of his paſſion, muſt prize Chriſt Teſus 
and his hopes by him farre beyond whatſoever, or 
whomſoever he may moſt lawfully and ought moſt 
dearely to love in this world ,, yea faire beyond lite it 
ſelte, and whatſoever contentments may endcate. it va- 
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The triall of a Chriſttans | 
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farther then my text for the proofe of this doftrine, 
were to preiudice both our Sauiours authority , he bes 


 defireto haue any thing to doe with him . My: 


. themin againe, andblow vpon them at his pleaſure, 


09) him . To heape Yp other ecftimonies or to goe any | 


ing ſo plaineand peremptory in the poyne , and youre | 
eſteemeofit, asif you were not by his bare word fulfi- þ 
ciently perſwaded and convinced of a truth, fomuch 
concerning himſelte, and you to, it you doe inearreſt 


fuppoſe, will be better ſpent in demonſtrating vnto - Y- . 
you theequity of that which may ſceme rigourinthis* 
doarine, in diſcovering vnto you what good reaſons - 
our Saviour had to exact ſo great ameaſure and high 
z pitch of loue from all thote who would be perrakers 
of his redemption-and ſharers of his meritts: Some WM 
ofthoſc reaſons 1 will ſpecifie and amplify in 2 confl=s WW 
derations. 6 -Y 
1 Itwillnot ſtand either with the juſtice, orwil- 
dome of God the father, to loole the glory of his evet- 
laſting merctesinhis ſonne, by conferring them ypon 
ſuch as doe nor perceiue and acknowledge fomeout } 
firipping excelleney in them beyond all his temporall 4; 
bleſſings... Indecd iris vſuall with God in his generall | Y E- 
providence to heape his temporall fauours vpon fuch - 3 
as never thinke of his loue in dealing thus bouritifully 
with them , bur the reaſon of that is becauſe hecancall - 


and though he ger no glory for his mercy whileſt he 
beſtowes them as bleffings, yer he can be ſnre to glorify 
his tefticeby turning them into curſes : Butnow for 
hiscvcrlaſting mercics,thoſe riches ofhisloue in Om 

; cc 
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he vſeth not to part with them ſocafily; hee letrs not. 
them: 2oc out of his hands: by his miniſters he pro- 
claimes and diſplayes the infinite worth and value of 
3 then: it any man be ſo taken with the luſtre of them 
* . thatforjoy Met. 13. 44. he goes and ſelles off that he 
* Hhathiobuythem, andthinkes he hath a good bargaine 
* 100, Godpreſently ſteales vnto himan everlaſting af 
T - ſuranceofthem by his (pirit of promiſe, and giuespoſ- 
 * fefſionofthem attheday ofhis death, when all other 
-* _ poſleſſions leaue him, Bur now ifany man thinke fo- 
- -poorelyof them, that cicher he will not vouchſafe 


deferye Chriſt, for then he would haue no need of him, 
ſeeing that worthineſſe might aſwell immediatly an- 
fer the the iuſtice of God without Chriſt, but with 
ſuch a worthinefſe as may fitthim hauing needof 
Chriſt, and Chriſt being freely giuen him to receiue 

him. What kind of worthinefle is that? it is thewor- 
thyneſle 
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thynes of faith working byloue,con ſi ſting ina thorough 
ſence of the extreeme miſery of our greateſt happine ; x a. 
without Chriſt, in a cleare perſwaſion of the incomp, _ 43 
rable worth of thole things which wee are Me” — hs i | 
Chriſt, and ina well adviſedreſolution to doeor luffer 

any thing that wee may be aſſured of our part inth hem ws 

But alas what worthyneſſe is there in all this?"feeing*? 

that whatſoever we can poſſibly doe or ſi/ffer F681 cif 

in this life, is not worthy to be compared withwliel be 

ry which ſhall be r« uealed Rom:8, 18. | ay ret is 


1s Famer of whatſoeuer God does for __ af | "fs n- 

ſome good meaſure vnderſtandsPhe worth ofhis betie« 

fitrs and takes them to heart , deſiring and endeauouts- '* 

ing to giuc him allthe glory which he intended for * 

himſelte in beftowing them, Theprincipall thing Gu 2 

intends in doing good vnto any of creatures , is thit- 3 

glory of his goodneſle if therefore his creature. ate: 1 

knowledge his goodnfſe proportionably in his be 1E- - 
fires, deſiring to value them all ſingle at that high pric <>, i 
 andin compariſon one aboue another proportionably 

as the doner would haue he ſhould , he reſtoresvnto*% 

' God that wich he aimed at in his benefits, and tswor- 2 3 
thy ofthem with that worthincfſe which a creatotahay 7 

expect from a creaturc-ſeing an infinite Creator which: E 

hath nced of nothing, cannot expect any thing frorm'a MF . 

finite creature hauing nothing bur whart he firſt beſiows 

ed vpon it, bur the glory of his benefiers. Now to draw 

neercr ynto the Point: che greateſt marter conteining 

| , in 
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- initinfinite variety of wonders, which God from: allc- 

- * ternity hath contrived by his wiſdowe, compaſſed by 

* © - bis power, beſtowed by his gocdneſſe vpon mankind, 

'. .toget himſclfeas it were an infinite maſſe of glory 

| which ſhould ſuffice him thrc ugh all erernity, wasthe 
# ſending of his owne ſonne in our nature; on our behalte | 

+- eo ſatj{fie his iuſtice, This was that aſtoniſhing protect, 


uw. "thEworld: This was thar miſtery which was hidden 

= fem agesand generations, in which God would make 

E-. knownethe riches of his glory 1 Co4: 26. which holy 
E .. men formany ages togeather ſaluted afarre of, and re- 
E.. "-joyced to ſee, though itwere chrough a cloud, which 
= . . the Angells themſelues deſirewegaxigutmoſt heedlully to 
>. Þricirſto x Pef.10.0ut of their heavenly places behola- 


, 


E  t1g inthe Charchihe manifold wiſdeme of God Epheſ: 
+ © 3-10- This being ſo,whoſoeveris admitted to ſee what 
*.. :6;phe fellowſhip of the miſlery which ſv the beg inning of 
+ The world hath _— in God v.g.lthebe ſocauthg v 
with admirati6 ofit,that he grow preſently imo a loath 
& og ofall his oikcr happireſſein copariſon of this;ifat 
#-  thefighcoffuch a concourſe of worders, hebe fora- 
viſhed out of himſelf, that he care rot whatbecomeot / 
what he moſt dotedon befcre, fo that he may gethis ; 
part in that fellow ſhip, 1 ſay, ſuchaoneis worthy of 
Chrif}, becauſe he gives God thatglory which Chriſt 
ent to procure him, and therefore it will ſand both - 


with 


tt —_— _ _—_ — Ga J—_ 
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with his wiſdome and 1uſtice, to allot ſuch a one his 

portion out of thoſe v»ſearchable riches of Chriſt Eph: 

2.8, But on the contrary: whoſoecuer 1s admitted to 

the ſighr of the fi ellowſhip of the ſame mylter y,ſt ne can 
eſpy no ſuch extraoroinary excellency in it,but thathe.  F- 
may keepe himlelte as he ts, & hold faſt what he ha's,if- 
he can diſcerne no ſuch ſuperlative worth init as may _Þ 
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' call in his thoughts from all other matters, 8& cOmand.> 


4  # 


their attendance vpon it felfe; if his affections continues 


£2 > EE 
4 


ſtill glued varo ſich traſh & mucke as they were faſtens? 


'edon before, ina word, it he fatisfie himſelfe wich ſich 


us ad "IX RE”; : 
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groſſe conceits as theſe, that ſare the things which arg 

| offered vs in Chriſt are excellent things, but offe eg © 
ypon very hard termes, and therefore perhaps other. 
matters may be better for vs for the preſent,that thoſe 3 
are matters of another world and would be good for ;"# 

' vs when wee are dead, but inthe meane time it's beſt 23 
forvsto make aſmuch of our ſelues as wee can, and by 
G ods mercy wee may at lenght have our part in thoſe" 
matters aſwell as thoſe that keepe moſt ſtirre about them * « # 

(I fay) ſuch fupid fots arefo ſtrangely vnworthy of - 3 
Chriſt, that God cannot doe them any good: his wik- Wn 
dome and his iuſtice willnort ſuffer him-it would infi-" =» 
nitely leſſe become his wiſdome to proſtitute ſuch trea-" 

ſures ynto the trampling of fuch (wine, then it would "> 
becomethe wiſdomeofa man to giue children Dia- - MF: 
monds to play with, who will be better pleaſed with 
cherryſtones, or to feed hounds with the moſt coſtly © 
dainties, which had rather be doing vpon carrton, It's 
likewiſe impoſlible for his iuſtice to beſtow urn 

Y = . chotſeſt 
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choiſeſt mercies vpon ſuch brutes as will ſcarce take 
them for mercies, being not tkroughly perſwaded that 
they haue any need of them. Did I fay itwill not ſtand 
with the juſtice of God to beſtow his principallmercies 
_ +, where they are thus brutiſhly vadervalued: nay he that 
'.,, thus vndervalues them, muſt not carry it away ſo:the 
E Huſtice of God willnot ſuffer him, tolettharman paſſe 
> withoutthe moſt heavie and fearefull plagues thar his 
= ..omnipotency can inflic,becauſe it is the greateſtaſfror, 
and moſt intollerable deſpight, that ſuchwormes canne 
©. offer his impaſſible maicftic,thus asmuchas in vs lies, 
= {$0 befoole his wiſdome andeuen ſcornehisloue, in 
& that where he thought to doe vs moſtgood and him- 
” felfemoſt glory, weeforſooth can feeno fuchgrear 
need of that, or extraordinary reaſon for this. Nay you' 
will fay, but wee may value Gods louein Chriſt very 
highly, all be it wee eſteeme ſome few things which 
our nature hath raken ſpeciall likeing vnto before it:No 
ſuchmatter : Hee that eſteemes the deareſt *hing hee 
hath, ſuppoſe his owne lite, but in theleaſt degree 7 | 
it, vadervalues it as aſmuch in effec as he that makes : 
=. noaccount of itatall: would any man ſay that heeſt- 
” " eemeda pearle who ſhould preterre a barley corne be- 
=. forc it: yet thereis ſome proportion betweene a 
>; barley corne and a peatle, but none at all betweene 
=”, our temporal! life and that exceeding weight of 
glory , treaſured vp for vs by Godsloue in Chriſt: 
O this loue of God in ſparing his owne ſon for our 
redemption , is ſo full of bottomleſſe, fathomlefle 
myfteries,it 15 in ſuch tranſcendent excefle infinite,thac 
B 2 | C thoſe 
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with QV av eva? 1 azy by aay he loadeth 


 todie for vs, when wee were yet ſinners, was that ſpe-. 5'Y 


he ſent his only begotten ſonne into the world that wee- | q 


thoſemultirudes ofhis bleſſings in our creation and 
preſervation , ineſtimable roo in themſelues where- 


vs Pſal.68.,v.19.(take themalrogeather) are not worth 
the talking ofin compariſon of this, nor as ee ſay to, 
be named the ſame day with it; O this ſending of Chritk 


ciall , royall preſent wherewich the King of heaven. 
would commend his louevnto vs, as the Apoſtle excel- ** 
lently expreſſeth it Rom. 5, 8, 1» thus, ſaith Saint 1obm.. © 
L. 4+ 9. Was manifeſted the loge of God towards vs that 


might line through him manifeſted inthis? why in what 
not?ſo itis in every bit of bread wee cate, in every ſup 
of ayre wee take in. O but thenobleſt bleflings of this 
life are ſuch poore curtefies in compariſon ofwhat we 
hope for by Chrift, that Gods loue though moſt emi- 
nent too, doe's ſcarſe appeare in them, being eclipſed 
by that moſt Orient and everlaſting btaze of his loue in 
Chriſt, Wherefore to conclude my firſt conſideration; 
it is no wonder if the iuftice of God, which is to ſee that. 
bis Glory receiue no damage, require that our efteeme 
of this his greateſt mercie , which himſelfe values ſo, 
farre aboue all his other mercies , ſhould fo farre exceed _® 
our e{tceme of any other matters though otherwiſe 
moſt excellent in themſclues and deare vanto vs, that © * 
our very elteeme of them may be but a difeſteeme and * 
a hatred if compared to our efteeme of his loue in 
Chriſt. 1; 
Conſid, 2. 1f amanprofeſſeneuer ſo much lone 
ynto 
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vntoChrift, it he doe indeed preferre him beforenever 
fo'many conveniences of this life , yetif he loue but an 
one thing, in the world never fo little better then hee ! 
doth Chriſt, he doth him in effe aſinuch diſhonour as ' 
he thatnever lookes aftcr himar all . Thus much T in- 
timated before; bur what I did but touch vpon, andin 
reference to God the father, Iwill now amplify wich 
eciallreferences vato God the ſonne. It is all one, 
as1I ſaid before,not to eſteeme a pearleatall, and to e- 
 ſeeme iclefſe worth then a barley corne: in like manner, , 


1Þ - though wee prefetre Chriſt before never ſo many pro- 


fitres and pleaſures yer if there remaine behind one dar- 
ling contentment which we are reſolved to keepe what- 
ſoeyer may become of his glory or our intereſt in him: 
wee doe inthe ifſueeſteeme him not ar all, becauſe we , 
ſill wittingly value him below that which is infinitely 
worſe then dung in compariſon of him, VVhen a falea- 
ble conmodity is offered vpon reaſonable: prize, wee; 
vie to ſay that if it bee not worth that, it's worth iuſt 
nothing : Now our part in Chriſt is ſo infinitely over- 
wotth any thing that we can poſſibly giue forit,, thar 
by farre better reaſon we may fay , that hethat thinkes 
It not cheape bought withall thathe hath even to his 
laſt breath, indeed thinkes it worthnothing at all, Lee: 
a womai loue her husband better then a million of 
men, yet if ſhe loue bur any one man inthe world better 
then her husband,. he will giue her bur little thankes for 
loueing him aboue ſo many others, But to amplify this 
point more diſtin&ly, let vsbriefly conſider thac tranf- 
cendent picch of loue we owe firſt vnto the benefits of 
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| ſachglorioushopes,if vpon deliberate choice we make 


Chriſt; ſecondly vnto his perſon; Allthoſe ineſtimable 
benefitts which wee make account of by Chriſt way 
be reduced to 2 heads x aranſome 2 an inheritance. 
The ranſome is from horrours and thoſe torments 
which are infinite for ſmart, variety aud Durarion, _ 
which we haue all deſerved a thouſand times over, and 
therefore the caſe being thus with vs,though we looked 3 
for nothing but ſuch a ranſome by our Saviour, - Þ 
though he had procured vs only this that after this # 
life wee ſhould ſpend zternity in a Limbus vna@* 
quainted with any paine or pleaſure, yea though hee! 
had procured vs only the mortality of our ſoules; 
that they might periſh with our bodies; TI fay this alone ** 
had beene beyond all proportion, better for vs then the 
whole world : ſeeing what would a thoufand worlds 
doe vs good if after awhile we muſt be packed out of 
them all into that place where we ſhall everlaſtingly- 
curſe the day that ever we were borne or made rea- 
ſonable creatures , Butnow that beſides all this, wee 
make firſt account for an inheritance by him, an 7»her;- 
tance immortall, undefiled, reſerved in heaven for vs, 
ſeeing we expeRto be made heires with (hrift intbat 
glory which he had with bis father before the begsunins | 
ofthe world , of that glory the leaſt ſparke ofwhich if * 
vicibleto bodily eyes would ſhame all the beauty pomp WM - 
and bravery of the world, and whatſoever the Magnifi- 
cos of the carth are proud of, it is a tupidiry worſe then ® 
y madneſſe, to conceiue, we eſteeme ſufficiently of 


lA 


much bur of any one indearment of this lite which may 
Þ any 


2 a. mt A 


[yncere lone vnto Chriſt, © 


any way hinder our aſſurance of them. 2, for our loue 
vnto the perſon oi Chriſt equity requires that wee 
ſhould loue him with a loue yet more ouettapping 
then cither ourranſome or inheritance, and therefore 
ir will beyert a more intolerableextremity of madneſle, 

to.imagine weloue him with an acceptable degree of 
affeion, as long as wee dare to bring the moſt lonely 
obie that we can picke out of the ſtorehouſe of nature 


© . within the compaſle of acompariſon with him, Tfay, 
= reaſon requires that we ſhould loue his perſon more 
entirely then his benefits , that we ſhould preferre his 
== glory beforeeternall life it ſelfe . Our Saviour is con- 
rented that our feare of miſery and deſire of happineſle, 


thould firſt enter vs into the loue of him , that rill wee 
know him-better wee ſhouid loue him only for our 
owne ſakes and his benefites, but aſter that he hath ſene 
his ſpirit to expound the miſterie of his loue vnto vs 
more clearely, to make vs lay to heart not only whathe 
hath purchaſed for vs, but alſo hoy7 deere the purchaſe 
coſt him, how thoughbe was r#ch yet ſor our ſakes he be- 


came poore that wee through his poverty might be mage. 


rich asthe Apollie paſſionately deliuers it 2. Cor: 8; 9, 
bow being every way equall with God Phit:2 7 entragyhe 
was faine to emptie & firip himſelfe asie were of all his 
_ royaltie that he might compaſle theſe great matrets for 
vs.tor whom he had nottheleaſt reaſon to doe the leaſt 
200d: when his ſpirit hath effecually melted our hearts 
with theſe conſiderations, wee ſhall percetue our louec- 
ing him cheifly for our owne faluationto be Omewhar 
 twogrofle and mercenary loue, being not much diffe- 
rent 
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I from that ofa woman who loues her iointure better the 
E. her husband, or thatofa ſonne, who loues his Father 
_ cheifly for his patrimony, And though hitherto wee 

haue loued Chriſt only becauſe wee hope to get by him - 
yet now that weeknow what #he kifſer of his month  Þ 

meane, that which wee principally loue in him is his 
loue, and hauing before loued the giuerfor the gift,by 

a kind of regreſle in our affteQion,wee henceforth firiue - 

co loue the gift forthe giuer.Bur this point thoughmas»' 3 
ny of Gods children know it to be moſt reaſonable and 

'haue found it moſt comfortable, yetI know itwill 

leeme to many both too rigide and too curious, and 8 


F-- therefore I diſmiſle it. 4 
F \ - All that hath beene deliuered in my ſecond conſfiderati- 
= | on may be ſummoned vp in this excellent concluſion: 
'% So much only we doe loue Chriſt as we louc him more 
| then any thing elſe beſides though never ſo louely: 1. 
becauſe wee haue infinitely more reaſon to loue him 
then itis poſſible we ſhould haue to Joue any thing 
elſe: and therefore it is not to be accounted loue ynto 
him,ifwe can afford as much or more to ſomthing elle: 
2, becauſe if wee loue but one thing better then we doe | | 
him, that one thing may force vs to diſpight, forſake, 
and betray him as accurſedly as if wee preferred a hun- 8 
dred things before him: yea, he that refoluedly pre- "F# 
Ws ferrs but one thing before his communion with Chriſt i} 
=. - _ willquickly be intreared by his owne heart to preferre 
SG moae. He therefore that would certainely know how 
much heloues his bleſſed Sauiour, that would judge | 
__ exaRlyofthe meaſure of his loue vnto him, muſt doeir | 


by 
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by teclirg the pulſe as itwere,' or caleufating the de- 


grees of his aflection vnto' kim; butby comparing Tis | 


affection vnto Chriſt with his affeions vnto other 
matters & conſidering how farte that hathgotthe ſtarr 
of theſe, and what ouerplus it hath beyond them all in 
the compariſon:for ſo much &no more doth-he indeed 
Joue Chriſt, For it deſetues obſervation: that wee can- 
not indge of an afte@tion by its ngle excrciſes what tt 
does alone by it ſelte, but only when it is broughtwith- 
in'the liſts, when it's put to wreſtle for the maſtry with 


>  othereffections in the ſame heart, VVhere it comes to 


paſſe that of too affections otthe ſame kind, the weak- 
er may prooue the ſitcnger, it ſeated 1na heart , where 
as weakeas it is, it hath the ſoueraſgnety ouer all the 
other affections proportiorally weaker then itſelfc;and 
the ſtronger may fe the weaker it itdwell in ſuch a 
heart, whereint154 Wer matched with ſome one ar leaſt 
ſtronger then it ſelfe. Did I love Chriſt Teſys with as 
eminent degree of loue as cver did the moſt refolute 
Martyr, yet were it poſſible that I ſhould loue any en- 
dcar:ment of this life never fo little beyond that pitch, 
my loue would beas good as none atall, yea the ſame 
meaſure of Joue which made hima glorious martyr, 
would not keepe me from being an accurſed Apoſtate, 
ſceing that if I were put to it, ashe was, that I muſt ei- 
ther renounce my Sautour or my other contentment, 


this would hold me lo faſt, that ic would make me moſt. 


deſperately let him goe- and this would benot becauſe 
my loue vnto Chriſt was in it ſelfe weaker 'thenthe 
martyrs: I \uppoſed the contrary: but becauſe my affe-- 
| con 
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Rionvnto ſomething cl{ewas ſtronger then any affec- 
tion in the martyr, and too ſtrong to beouer maſtred 
by my louevnato Chriſt, But here ſome may pur ina 
fooliſhqueſtion; thougha Diſciple of Chriſt muſt nor 
loue any thing better thenhis maſter, yet may he noe 
loue {omething as well? I anſwer the conceipt is impo+ 


ſhble, 1 becauſticisan impoſlibility,that for any con<-- KF Fla 


 tinuance our affteions ſhould be ſerled in an cquall 2 
fize vpon two abies, which comonly fall croſſe onets. 
the other, & may euer 8 anon be bronght in oppolit-  ? 
on one againſt the other. Now whatſoever we love bes 

| ſides Chriſt vnlefſe it be in ſubordination vnto hig,et- © 3 

_ theractuall,whEweperticularly thinke of ic & intend 
t,or habitually jnthegenerall conftantpurpoſe of our 
minds,we louec it in oppoſition to him either explicit & 
direQe,orinplicite and interprerariue, as the Schooles 

 ſprake(thatis) fuch neglect of him as he will interpret 
appolirion, All this wee learne from himſelfe who hath 
pronounced it impofitblethat ene man ſhould /erwe foo 
maſters and his reaſon is beranſe he wnſt meds hate the 

_ one, aviltowe the other- Math 6.21.2. Vee may note 


that louciand the reſt ofthe affe&tions may be confide- _ 


red two waies 1 Phyſically as they are qualities in the. 

; foale.2, Moerally inreſpet of their motinesand other 
morlyzing.circiſtinces Now ſuppole it werepofftble 
that we ſhould loue Chriſt & forne worldly cStentmer 
wichthevery ſam edegree of affection,although theſe. 
loues would be equall confidered naturally as qualiries 
etcolideredmoralk;,our lone of Chrift would be farre 
[el thenout houe of the other- a, =o 
oue 
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mes, 


loue ofthatypon ſmall reaſons would beas preat a7 our 
lone of Chrifi vypon the greateſt reaſonsrharever were 
_ orevercan be to deſerne and perſwaderhegreareRt ſoue. 
Thus in two confiderations haueyowheard explained, 

confirmed, & amplified this maine doQrine whoſoever 

he be thatmakes accouneto be the berterfor his pro- 
feſſion of Chriſt, * ID 9000! 
-. Before I deſcend to application Ifuppoſe it'expe- 
dieat to vindicate this fundamental point fromforre 

exceptions which it may bee charged with by ſuch as 

doenotor willnot vnderfiand it,  - 
- - Inthe firſt place, it may be obicted ffnonecan get 
the rich pearle in the ow buthe that will giue all 
he hath for it:ifnone can haue his partin Chriſt burthe 
that prizeth it aboue}his lite &is ready to buy it with 
whatſoeuer is deere vnto him, what meanes then that 
Evangelicall proclamation. E/a.5 5.1. Ho every onethat 

thirfleth come ye to the waters &he that hath no mony: 

come and buy milke without mony, and without price ? 

what meancs that nuptiall invitation. Rev: 2 2.The ſpirit 

ard the briae ſay cameand let himthat heareth ſay come 
and whoſcevey , let him take of the water of life 

freely | what are wee 'invited and intreated ro 
to drinke on ireccoft of the: water of life , and yet muſt 
we venture our lives for it,and breake gu whole 

hoſt of Philiſtines for it as the worthies of David did 

for the waters of Bethell. 2. Sam. 23. Arewe madebe- 
leive that Chriſt is guen vs freely, and yet muſt wee 
buy him,and buy himwith all that wehaue 2 I anſwer 
1.that proclamation inthe prophet and invitation inthe 
| C 2 _ Apoca- 
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Apocalypſearenot to beſo vnderſtood, as if God re- 
quirednothing on their parts who ſhall partake of his 
promiſes in Chriſt but only to ſtep forth and chalenge 
them. The ſenſe and ſcope of thoſe places 1s this, wherce 
as worldly commodities though never ſo vaine and 
tranſitory cannot be gotten withour price , fo that he 


that is penileſle muſt bee content to goe without them, -F- 
"thoſe heavenly and everlaſting commodities areiat- _- 
taineable to all ſorts of men as well to begzers asto 
Princes,Pouerty can hinderno man from buying then, 
hethathath not.a penny may.come and drinke as free- 

ly ofthe waters of life as, he that hath cofters full, As 6 
God expects tromys whatſoever we haue,ſo that which 4 


we haye tot him-ſhall ſerue the curne though it be ne- 
ver{olittle , though we haue nothing but the (hire oh 
Qut backes,but our naked, diſeaſed carkaſes, yet ifwee 
arc willing to giue them tor Chriſt,they ſhall be ſuffici- | 
ent pay. God wwrnes away no chapman becauſe he can- 
not-giue enough, but only becauſe he-will not giue what 
he can., For- itghere be fuſt a willing mind, God ac- 
.CEPIS accordivg'to that a man hath ana not according to 


that he hath not as 'it is ſpoken in another caſe 2, Coy. 8. 
"12. - 29 when we, ate layd to buy the pearle , ro buy 


Chritt withall chat,ye haue, ſuch like ſpeeches are in no 
wile ro be vaderſtood properly bur Parabolically; For 
1m propriety.of ſpeech , when wee forſake all to winne 
Chriſt, we doe notlay downe any price v:1to God for 
kim , who hath, given him-fer vsall and offered him 
roevery one of vs moſtfreely, only we rid our ſelues, 
of fuch things as may hinder vs from recetuing him be- 


ing 
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Gold, I forthe preſent hauing my handsfull of clay, 
fhculd quickly be rid of the clay that { may finger the 
gold, yet I doe not pay him for his gold with-my clay 
bur only prepare my ſeife corecetue it, Inlike manner 
there being an infinitely greater diſpreportion be- 
tweene Chriſt ava the moſt pretious commodities 


thatwe may make roome for Chriſt, we doe ner pur- 
chaſe him, but prepare to entertaine him comming of 
his owne accord vnto vs, : 
2 Butis itſoin earneſt will ſome ſay 2 muſt every 
| man that will be the better tor Chriſt, be willing to 
looſe his owne lite for him? this is worſe then all the reſt, 
why then, -vpon the pointnone can be ſaued but mar- 
tyrs. I anſwer, we may ſafely aftirme thatnone are ſa- 
ved but Martyrs; Martyrs either actually or habitually; 
hauing taich enough to incourrage and loue to con- 
firaine them to be Martyrs, it the honour of their pro- 
feſivn ſhould require ir. It chis afſertion make any mans 
earesto tingle,I know not why the hearing of my text 
ſhould not be as offenfine varto him, or the reading of 
_ divers other ſpeeches of our Sauiour, requiring a reſol- 
j ved dileſteeme and contemptotliteinany man whoſo- 
:  everhe beethatdares to ſet his handto his plough, or 
_ ſeriouſly ſethis face towards heaven, Thereis a Popiſh 
-  ſcribler not worth the naming ina pulpit, who would. 
perſwade vs that theſe ſpeeches of our Sautour arenot 


| precepts of neceſſity vnto all that ſhall be ſaved by him, 
C 3 but 


ng freely given , Ufone ſhould offer mee handfulls of 


that we can forgoe forhim, then there is betwecne gold 
and clay when we difincumber our ſelues of any thing 


ws. Ati. od macadwebdt. Ate. ad mm 
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| butonly counſells of perieion to fuch as will not be - 
contented to be dore-keepers in heauen, but ayme at 
ſome higher place. For my part I cannotexprefſe how 
iniurious1 conceiue this gloſſe, as wellto our Sauiours ©. 
r{on; as to his dotrine. But if any man preſent toſet # 
Es heart atquiect, be willing to be of this fellowes  & 
mind, Lleauc him-three tLings to pauſe ypon 1. our Sa» 
viour did not ſpeake thus much. only to ſome ſele, *} 
. forward men,only to his ſpeciall diſciples, but as it is. in; 
the verſe precedent, there went great maliitudes after 
him, and he turned ana [aid unto them, If any man #6, 

but perhaps though he addreſſe his difcourſe to them "Y. 
altogeather, yet he intended itnot to each ofthem fin 

gle. No, whattien meane the firſt words of my text © 
If any man &c, what meanes the concluſion of his dif- 
courſe werf, 33. /o likewiſe whoſoever he be of you 
that forſaketh not all that he hath be cannot be my Die 
ezple. 2. The conſiderations which ſhew the cquity of 
thoſe conditions required by our Sautour , the reaſons 
inducing him to require ſo great a meaſure of loue, 
as you haue heard before, equally concerne every man 
and therefore there isno reaſon why we ſhould ima- Þ 
ginethat our Sauiour propoſed theſe hard rermes © 
only to fome few and not to all that would haue any .. 
Intereſt in him 3. Contempt of lite in compariſon of a 
communion with Chriſt 1s moſt vniverſally requiſite 

mall ſorts ofmen. 1,becauſe the Church never enioyes 
ſuchacalme, but aterrible ſtorme may vnexpectedly 

 daſhiraway, and therefore there is no man though 
borne inthe moſt peaceable time of the Goſpel!, bur ere 
the 


ACT. 
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{yncere love onto C briſk, 


witha fiery triall:2,yea there is no/profeſſorol the Goſe 
pell though he liue and die durcing the publique tran- 


plunge, that he muſt either hazard his life, or clſein 
- ſome fearctull , horrible manneragainſt his conſcience 
diſhonaur Chriſt Ieſus 3. many may take away our 
lives which cannoctake away our other contentments, 
as:Popith Aſſaſcinats haue depriued 'Kings of their 
lines when they could nor of their kingdomes . It is cer- 
- tainethatwhoſoever cares not for his owne life is maa« 
'_  fterof another mans, and by conſequent, ofany mans 
religion that loues his lite better then he doth it ,How 


owne, to pull fucha one into a corner and with a naked 
bladeto make him forfweare bis religion, as often as be 
pleaſed, yeaif the tricke were in vie , ſuch a one might 
be robbed of his rcligion vpon the high way , ſeeing 
any man that were ſo diſpoſed with a Paſtoll at his 
breaſt, might make him deliver vp his faith with as much. 
haſt as his purſe. "NUE 
- 3 Irmaybeereplicd, ifevery follower muſt loue 
him morerthen his owne lte, then it feemes that the 
weakeſt Chriftan, if indeod a Chriſtian, muſt lone him 
as much as the moſt renowned Apofſtlesfering the beſt 
of themall could loue himzno more then ſo, for greutet 
loge then this hath no man then that he lay aowne ha life 


ſcemes likewiſe thatall muſt haue an-equall portiohaf 
taith; both which conſequencys palpably coatradie, 
both 


the glaſſe of hislife be runae out, bemay be oucrraken 


for hu friend, wittnefſe Chriſt hinafelfe Zobr: 1 5, 12. ;It 


quillity ot it, yethee may privately be brought to that 


ealy were it for a Ruffianthat had no religion of his | 
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' any profits or 'pleaſures in the world, yea then life or'*- 


—_— 


both Serfpitine and expetience.] Anflver friſt w irbout” 
queſtionall rhat ſhall be ſaued mnt be ſaued by the * 
lame faith vzz; by faith of the ſame nature, though not = 
in the ſame quantity. Now that which breeds the mis» 8. 
Nake in this obietion, is a conceipt thar to loue Chriſt e i 4 F 
more then our liues proceeds not from the nature OF" . 
ſaving faith ſimply conſidered, but from ſome eminent £ 
degree of it, which conceipt 1s erroneous, For it is vet) f 
obſervable. "that the nature of faith,if true and ſaving hy | 
the degree of it neuer fo ſmall ,neceſſarily incuc b - .. 
much: it being anaflent vnto all Scripture revelations; 
eſpecially vnto the Goſpell promiſes, as moſt tr ueat 


good in themſeJues,and farre better inthe ckoice EN. 


ys LE 2s 
LS 


whatſoeycr may iweeten it vnto vs, Whencean in- 
comparable writer of our owne who hath dined as 
profoundly into the nature of wſtifying faith, hath 
weaued the words cf David P/al: 63. thy Jouting kind. 
meſſe us better then life, into his compleate definition of 
that faith whereby the 1uſt doe liue, 2. Though all the 
Diſciples of Chriſt muſt aſſent tro ſo much by their 
faith, and exprefle, if need be, ſo much by their loue, 
yet acording as thoſe taſics and reliſhes of heauenin-" 
printed in their foule by the ſpirit, vpon which the af" _ 3 
ſent of faith, &tervecy of loue are grounded are more or, || 
lefle lively and pleaſant, the faith and loue of Chrifti- 
ans admitt ſundry.degrees and meaſrnes: but not pro- 
perly in regard oftheireſtecme of the obieR, ( for all 


' as T have ſhewed muſt eſteeme it better the life )butin 
reſpeefthe radicationand ſerling of this efteeme in 


them- 


{ncere loue'onto Chrif. ; 


themſclues: ſo thar howſoever all faichfull Chriſtians 
iudpe &eſteeme their hopes by Chriſt to be betrer then 
life, yee they may be more or leſſe in their indgment, 
F andthoſcapprehenſions which cauſe thiseſteeme may. 
Þ  bemoreorlefle cleare and diſtin. 31y 'Tis true, thatep 
E dieforthe profefiion of Chriſt isthegreateſt poſlible 
» expreſſion of loue vnto him, for the matter of it there 
> may be great diverſity,and accordingly by feverall de- 
= Dorecsof faith, and loue may be expreſſed by it. A. 
 mongſt ſo many thouſandsas -haue beene crowned 
> withmartyrdome in Primitive and latter times, no 
# *donbtbutthere was infinite varicty ofdegrees of faich 
\ and love, all which had but one common expreſſion 
F forthe matter; Burfor the manner ofit, ſome laied 
X downe their liues more chearefully and triumphantly, 
rcioycing that it was giuento them, not only to be- 
lcive, but alſo to ſuffer: others with more deliberation, 
| ſtaggering, and reluQancy: ſome with Petey denyed 
Chriſt divers times before they would die for him,re- 
canted, abiured,and runne through a hundred baſe 
ſights before they would come to the ſtake, others be« 
haved themſelues more honourably and heroically,8: 
| being glad offuch ſpeedy conveyance to heayen died 
with a kinde of _—_— Maieſty. | 
Todraw towards a concluſion:ifany honeſt tender 
heart, which vics to trembleatthe word and to mourne 
 forits owne infirmities , be brought intodumpes by 
this doarine,cauſing it to thinke thus with it ſelfey if e- 
very one that loues Chriſt to any purpoſe muſt Joue 
him betterthen lite, and be able to die forhim,then i _ 
'D a 
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_ allmy louevnto him is nothing worth, VWhen I am in- | 
my beſtmoodes hisloving kindneffe is dearer vnto me 
then thouſands of goldand filver , and I am of Davids © 
 minde that it is be#ter they life, butyet if my like werein Þþ} 
queſtion for it, I know not what would become of me} . | 
ſure I ſhould never hold out but flinch moſt ſhameful FF 
ly. For comfort and direion vnto ſucha ſoule I coms *Þ# 
mend theſe conſiderations, x, This feare of fiinchingis Þ 
agood figne , that thou wouldeſt not flinch forfeares@$ 
you knowe what Peters loud proteſtation , though alk Þ 
- men forſake thee yet will not 1(came to, )Jnot iong after; WF_ 
you knowethe ſtory of Doctor Pexaleton , or you may "ll 
readit in Mt Fox, vnleſle thy life were exceeding deare ®_ 
vnto thee , it would be no ſuch great teſtimony ofthy 
loue vato him,to part with it for his ſakes vnleſſe death *F 
werevery terrible , Martyrdome would not beecither 
ſuchan acceptable ſacrifice vato-God,or glorious wons 
der amovgſit men . To feare Martyrdome, yea and to 
pray againſt it with ſubmiſſion vato Gods will, is war- 
ranted by our Saviours 0wne example, when he pray- 
ed ſocarnelily , thatitit were poſſible the Cup might 
paſſe away from him, but till with ſubmiſſion vnto his. 
Fathers pleaſure, That place concerning our Saviour, 
Heb: 5-7: isvety temarkeable, who in the aayes of his © 
fleſh. when he had offered vp prayers and ſuplications, 
with rome crying and teares unto him., that was able 
to ſaue him from death, and was heard inthat he feared, 
I ſtandnot vpon the words 1n that he feared, for indeed 
the conſtruction of the words vas ms evaatein;, is very 
vacertaine,that which [ eſpecially note,is thar it is ſaid | 
- - - 
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[yncere loue vnto 


how, and thence will ſpring a ſecond branch of com- 
fort, His Father hraye him, notin removing the Cup 


from him , butin firengthning him to drinke it with 
vicory: ſo artthou ſureto beheard, itthou praycſtas 
hedid: either the Cup ſhall be removed from thee, or 
fweetened vnto thee, Remember withall, that God is 
never more for vs,then when weare moſt for him, that 
| hisglory liesar ſtake as well as thy life , andthat hee is 


” tmorecutious of that, then thou canſt be ofthis, God # 
 faithfullwhowill notſuffer vs tobe tempted abowe that 


weare able , but will with the' temptation alſo make a 
| way toeſcape that we may be able to beare it 1. (vr, 10, 
13. Remember that thy Saviour hath had experience 
of all the amazementrs and horrours of death, when he 


ſuffered itfor thee, and therefore cannot forgete, both 


to pitty and ſfuccour th®} when thou art to ſuffer ir for 
him:for a1 tbat he himſelfe hath ſuffered being tempted, 


he is able to ſuccour them that are tempted, as the Apo- 


fle ſweetly inferrs Heb2.18, bf 
Laſtly Ietme commend this caution vnto the trem- 
bling ſoule , Anxious deſtruſttull care for the future in 
matters of the ſoule, is more diſhonourable and dil- 
pleaſing vato Godt, then in matters of the body . Re- 
member therefore thy Saviours adviſe , care nor for to 
morrow , tet that care for it ſefe . Afi not thy lelfe 


with ſuch ſad ſuppoſalls, what if Queene Maries dayes 


 ſhonld comea eaine; wharif I ſhould be broughtbe- 
fore ſucha fellow as Bonner ; Remember thy Saviours 


reafon fox hisadviſe, ſufficient for the day i the evill 
D 2 thereof. 
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_ if thouhalt ſeriouſlyand adviledly refolued to live the | 


 thoumulſt ever and anon chayne vp thy beloued affe- - "$ 


preſent nor things #0 come ſhall ever bee able #0 ſeperate 


does indeed liue by faith, hath that in him,which,ifneed 


thereof, Which as it 1s to0 true for matters of this life, 
ſoit is much more true in buſineſſes of our Spiritual --'\ 
lifs/Ifrhou art indeed centred into acovenant with. God, © 


reſt ofthy time in the fleſh by the faith ofthe ſonneof 
God, who hath loued thee and given himſelte for thee, 
if thou art indeed one who knowes what an infinite,ends; 
leffe,vnwearied diligence is required to a conſtant, cloſe = 
walking with God,why then;thou haſt every day every. 
houre, omifſions and commiſhons to looke vnto,.thow WF 
haſt continuall ſwarmes of thoughts, words, andacti- 
ons moſt warily,and preciſely to watch ouer, thou muſt 
tread every ſtep as nicely and gingerly, as if thoy 


wa 
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weneeſt amoneſt ſnares, and walkedſi vpon pinnacles | - 


Aions ſhorter, and deale roughly with thoſe Juſts, 
which perhaps are as deare vnt@thee as thy life, What 
haft thou thus much biuſheſle every day; and haſt thou 
time to make (uppoſitions for the future,and to torment 
thy ſelfe with preſages? Let fo marrow care far it ſelfe: 
abfteine from fleſhly Juſtes which fight againii thy ſoule 
and moſt dangeroutly in times of peace:{tand vpon thy 
gard againſt thy finnes of dayly incurſion, againſt ſuch 
cemptations as are incident to thy preſent condition, 
in ſimplicity of heart reſigne thy ſelfe vp vnto him, that 
hath loued thee and givenhimſelfe for thee, and then be 
confident, that netther life nor death neither things 


thee from him : this being moſi certaine that he that 


hs... 


ſhould 


[yncere has onto Chriſt. 


ſhould be, will enable him codie initand for it. But 
what reaſon had I then atthis time to trouble mens 
heads with ſuch a thorny diſcourſe of Martyrdome * I 


anſwere, 1, the habit of Martyrdome,as Þ haue ſhewed, 


. is included inthe moſt fundamentall principle of Chri- 


ſtianicy, loue of Chrilt better then our ſelues,ſelfe reſig- 


nation or denyall : and therefore they defcrue no an- 


ſiver bur filence,who ſhall thinke a diſcourſe of it atany 
" time to bee harſh and vaſcaſonable. 2. as the Propher 
_Bzechiell forewarned the lewes , wee have had miſ- 


 miſchiefe and rumors continue and multiply vpon vs 
as faſt as they haue done of late , thedayes may be ſoo« 
 nervponvs then wee areaware, when there may be too 
much occaſion to praQtiſe this point and no time to 
preachic, The Lordopen aur eyes and change our 
hearts, the Lord of his mercy order matters for vs, a- 
boue all that we are able to aske or thinke , contrary to 
the cry of our ſinnes,contrary to probabilities, thatthe 
event may proue ſuch diſcourſes vnſeaſonable. Here 
now ſhould follow a large application ofthe maine 
dodrine branched into divers vſes, bur that if God 
gh leaue ſhall ere long bee the exerciſe of another 


hower. 


E] 


FINIS, 


29 


cheife wpon miſcheife aud rumor vpon rumor , andif 


E.p H E $S, 6, Y, vit, 


Grace bee with all them that loue our Lord Ieſue 
Chriſt in ſynceritie, 


SLY Otto miſpend any good time ina 
SA {4 needlefle preface, my text is part ' 
\| Ze) ofthe farewell cloſe of an heauen- 
| ly Epiſtle, wherin thecompoſcrof 
NA Ihe itin the folemne forme of a bene- 

&\ di&tio wiſhethGrace(z.e.Jall thoſe . 
>a precious merciesand glorious bee 

_ nefits which flow from the grace. 
and favour of God,vnto all ſuch as loue Chrift Icſus in» 
ſyncerity, The originall hath ey 4pSzgete in incorruption, 
as our tranflaters haue -expreſſed itin themargent. the 
ſence isall one, for coloue Chriſtin ſyncerity, is to em 
brace him entirely without any rotreneſle ofhearr, with- _ 
out any vnſoundnefle of affeions,withontany mixture ' 
ot hypacriſie, The Greake ſcholiaſt conceiued the Apo- 
ſile by the word «gbags to have required not ſo much 
the ſyncerity, as perpetuity of loue vnto Chriſt inthoſe 
- Wo whom 


The triall of our 


whom hebleſles & therefore hee expoundeth it by the 


adyerb ag8dplas, vnderitaning it not fo much ofa pure 


vncorrupt,as ofa conſtant incorruptible loue, which yer 
alwayes preſuppoſeth the other . I conteſle the word 
may very we'l fit vnder this interpreratis, but yet I pre- 
fer the former before it, 8 borh a great deale before Be- 
2zaes. with due reuerence vato ſo incomparable a man} 


who hath turned al quite another way, referring ;, dpSag- © 
ele notto louc butto grace, & taking it for « dgyagolay © 
ad immortalitatem, as it the ſenſe were to be, Grace be * 
withallchem which loue Chriſt Ieſus, vatill they come - 
or to bring them vnto immortality. The conſtrution  # 


ofthe word which our tranſlicours have made choyce 


of hee reieas. becauſe: hee could not remember , that 


dadvagela had any where that ſignification,I confeſle it's 


a very rare one, andfor that reaſon I haue inſiſted vpon 


ir, being perhaps:not to bee found out of the new Teſta- 
ment, but:if any.man plcaſe to looke inthe 2, to Tz v. 


7.heefhall there find the word, and hardly capable of 
(any other conſtruction, Zezs indeed fuſpeRing thar ic 
crept out ofthe margentineo the text, hath there lefc ie 
quice out, which I wonder at, fecing himfelfe.confeſles 
that he found.it in the ancient GreekeCopies,wherfore 
I fuppoſe withoutaoy preiudice to the diſcourſe which 
I ſhall build vpon this ſcripture I may. proceed confi... 
dently according to oure owae tran{Jation eſpecially. 


ſecing Iknow ſome fix more of good note whichalh 


_ read cither in,or with ſyncerity: In briefe then, the mea- 


ning of my textis this , Letths fanour of God and all 


thoſe bleſſings whichiſſuefram it, reſt vponthoſe whos. 
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CEECETCEECIR ERR 
(mere loueto Chrifh, 4 - 
—_ WR -———— 
doe not by groundlefle preſumprionsflatter themſelues 
or counterfeit apperances perſwade others that; they 
loue Chrif Teſus, but doe in very deed and good car= — _ * 
:neſt loue him with all their hearts, and withall their "2M 
ſoules. Or thus , Let the gracious promiſes of God in 5 
Chriſt bee fulfilled vpon them and them only, who em- 
-brace and obey his Goſpell with ſound and honell 
hearts, who are true Chriſtians in whom isno gui'e.For 
wee muſt note that as the whole Law of God drexepea- 
aug) as the Apoſtle ſpeakes, is ſummarily compriſedin 
:the word Loue, Loueto ourneighbour including a 
the dutyesof the ſecondtable, and loue to'God,the du- 
ties of both, though more immediatly thoſe of the firlt, 
even ſoour loue vato Chriſt compriſerhall the duties, 
all the reſpe& and homage which wee owe vnco him 
and his Goſpell, x 
It is not my purpoſe to diſmember my text by the vn- = 
toward curiolity of a diuifion: [haue not as yet learned 
that piece of methode. The reaſons inducing me to the 
choyce of this Scripturearoſe from a ſerious conſidera- 
tion of the ſperituall eſtate of theſe times. Wee liue in 4 
an age of moſt peremptory preſumption,8 we may ob- "1 
ſerue that our preſumption of the end is vpheld-by our E 
reſumption ofthe meanes, Noman but thinkeshe ſhall 
bee ſaued,and whyr becauſe euery man thinkes him ſelfe 
to beea Chriſtian,to bee one that loues Chriſt, which co 
ipeake morerationally is but one preſum>ticzfor it is:no 
preſimptionfora manto beleuethathee ſhall be/ſaved 
vnleſſe hee bee vnaflured ofthis ſuppoſition that hee is 
a Chriſtan, In OE there is atwofold o_ | 
$4629 the | 2 | © 
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_ © of God his-promifing azd-rewarding grace,a'id then 
his qualttyiogorſan;tifyinggrace, wee: preſnme.vpon . 
'thar, beertiſe: wee. proſume vpon this, wee make full 

account of his inerctes and promif-:s, becaufe wee make-. 
-no queſtion of thoſe holy qualifications.1n cur ſclues.- _ 
-whici2 di{poſc vs tobeleue tn him aud to love ham. Now: - | 
'thcen here wee. all ſuppoſe. that the. euerlaſting fauours'. | 
of God doe moſt vatalitbly pertaine ynto all & none but &F 


borh with the neceſſity and methode of this trial! , that-[ 


might ſh2wyou both what need wee haue to exatnine 
the ſyncerity ofour loue vato Chriſt and Chriſtianity, | 


and after what manner wee ought.to.goe about, that 1 


i-may pleaſe the openet and turner of hearts co cfleR as - 
ny thing by ſo cotemprtible an inſtrument, F may awake 
ſame ore out of that-pleafant, bur deadly flumberwhich 


| © thouſands in this land, and cauſe him to looke 


beter to-his;ſtanding,lhaue relolued by the alliffance of | 
the ſpiritat ſeuerall opportuniticsta diſcourſe ynto you 
_ of 3. generall heads,or moſt. conſiderable points in our - 
Joue vrta Chriltz 1,the. groundor foundatis'of our loue : 
- ynto!Chriſt, the reafons wherefore wee are Chriſtians, 
2.the degree or intention of our love vnto.Chrilt, how 
much wee ought to louc him, or in what pitch of rcſo- - 
. | luton -: 
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{ſuch as lone. Chriſt teſts, 2, that our (clues are all fnch,' 
the firſt ſuppoſall being cleare out of my text, all:ougs:. 
care mult bee for the aſſurance of the ſecond, to ſee thats. "F 

wee arenot miſtaken in-our account of. our ſelues , The 
triall of all, lies in this ſyncerity, whether weeare indeet*; 
thoſemen in refpe&t of Chriſt which wee verily thiuke//- | 

(our ſelues-to bee. That. therefore I may acquaint you, JF 


"2" {yneere lous t2.C brift, 
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lution to re(i2ne our ſlues vnto Hint, 9 the effectsand 
opperatiouis of our loue vnto him, or the ſpeciall fruits 
of our ſyacerytie, In my-dif{courle of the ground of our 
lou. vato Chriſt Lhaue propoſed vnto my felte this me- 
| thod x I-will difcouer two decemable infuthcient 
grounds whieh ar- this day betray thouſands vnro per- 
 diti6,caufing themto fall ſhort of thoſe glorious hopes 
*which were butlrvpon them, 29 1 wilHay open the true 
. ground and proper originall trom whence all ſynccre 
. affecion ynto Chrill ariſcth. The firſt of thoſe deceiua- 

ble grounds, is cuſtome, the diſcontering of which will 

take vpas much time as your patience will bee willing 
'. to allow meeatonce. "_ 

' Thefall of man hath not ſo farre weren out of his 


_ *heartthe impreſſions of a Deity,and the engrafted noti- 


ons of religion; but wee all bring-into the world withvs - 
thoſe reſtles inſtints,&imporrtunate tmpulftons which 
not ſuffer vs to beeat quiet vnull wee are initiated inro- 
ſome Religion of other, The Ancient Epicuresthough + 
itivere the ſcope. of their damned profeſſion to bee al- 
topeather irriltgious,and themaſt contenting perfect- 
on they could proie&t vnto themſelues, yer as wee may 
perceiue. by ſuch writingsas they haueleft vs they could 
neuer fully actaine vnto it, bution ſpight oftheir affeQed - 
 Acheiſme-chey: were forced to betray many ſhrewd. 
grudginges and terrible gripes of naturall-conſcience, 
And though in the deniall-of divine pronidence vpon 
the ſuppoſa!lof which depends all religion, they pur'a 
200d fice'vp6 it;8& ſeeme to laugh at the matrer, ver we 
may poecceiue they .were ſill gawled with that for--1do 

A 2 eppoſits-- 
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_ after ſo many ſuccefſions of ages are no whit decaye 


- ſignifyes rogether at'once, intimating that the heartsof © Þ - 


oppoſiti and by thoſe engraued principles were euer and 
anon ſtung to reall teare of that truth which they would 


faine haue mocked out of the world either as an ancient 
inuention of policy to keepe men inawe, or as an in- 


veterate {lauery of vulgar ignorance. The ſame inbred 
ſceedes of religion by which it pleafeth God to furcea 
manifeſtation of him ſelfe euen vpon thoſe who would  . 
faine haue no notice of him, and in the moſt reprobate Þ& 
mindes to make Atheiſme rather a withthen an opinion, | 
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but continue ſtill as ſitrring and active inthe hearts of TJ 
INen aS CueT ory were {1nce tiey recetued that vnhappy | 


LEOR#.. 


all men,though ſeparated irom one another by neuer fo | 
vaſta gulte oftime or place,are as exaCtly alike in reſpet. 
of their originall inclinations, as if they had beene all 
moulded at the ſame time, The worſhip ofa Ged then, 


ſome kinde of religion is neceſſary vnto vs, wee cannot 


ſhift it of:but now the propenſions of nature being blind. 
and confuſed, & there being a various multiplicity of re- 
ligions in the world, here ordinarily ſtep in the Jawes &- 
cuſtomes ofthe coitry, into which the wombe ofnature' 
firſt empties vs, which ſhape our generall inclinations 
cither to worſhip the true God or this or that Idoll, and 
the true God afterthis or that manner, Locke abroad in- 
co the world 8 obſerue the ſwarmes of divers and con- 
frary religions which either fill places apart by y-W 
clues 


| fmeere lone to.Chritt 


ſelues or are promilcuoſly exerciſed amongſt one ano- 
therand you (hall percetue them to bee nothing but the 
naturall inſtincts of rel:gton in general[ ſpecificated into 
diuerſe fornes and fathions by birth and education. For 
albcic there may bee many occaſions of and difficulties 
inche fir{t bringing in ofa religio into a countrey, yet at- 
ter it hath once by countenance from ſupreme authority 
and other plauſibilities infinuated it ſelfe into the accep- 
trance and approbation of the multitude, it thence forth 
becomes m]pomgdut]ey tO vic St Peters word, and with 
aneaſy deſcent runs downe the ſtreame of ſucceſſion, be- 
ivg deljzzered from father to ſonneas naturally , as the 
proper language, manner of dier,faſhion of apparell or 
any other cuſtomes of the countrie, | | 
Now amongſt ſo many religions as in ſeueral parts of 
the world are by cuſtome conveyed & paſled from one 
roMother we ſuppoſe there 15 but one which wee may - 
_ dareto truſt for our happineſle, hut one that can certain- 
ly doe our ſoules that good which moſt of them would 
ſceme to promiſe, Neither will wee feeme to doube 
but that this one fauing religion is that which conſiſts in 
the knowledge ofthe only true God, & whom he hath 
ſeat Teſus Chriſt, and therefore weewill all ſeeme ro be 
much in loue with this Heavenly profeſſion before any 
other whatſoever, If then we will be ſure not ro coofent 
our ſelues in thefe perſwafions, not to over reckon our 
{clues in our lone vnto Chriſt & his:Gofpell, here is a 
maine bulines for vs ptictually to enquirehow we came ' 
by this loue & liking vato Ctriit,vpon what motiue ws 
have preferred this profeſlionof Chriſt before fuch a + 


mutltts 


be triall of our : 


—— 


multitude of Religions in the World, You know that 
_ -no art or invention can force-waters to -mount aboue 
their ipring head:;in like manner, it's impoſſible that our 
affections vnto Chriſt ſhould be more clevated, -mcre: 
heavenly and ſpirituall then the originall from whence: 
chey {treame, If chen being put to1t, by our ſehits or G6. 


thers,wee canthinke ofno better reaſons for our choice” # 
of Chriſtianity then ſuch as theſe, becauſe we hadrthe- F 
fortuneto be borne ina place where Chriſt only was" 
talked of, becauſe wee haue heard Twrkes, /cwes, and Þ 
Papiſis much ſpoken againſt,and were ever told that this # 
is the beſ} religion, becauſe the King and lawes haue ba. + h 


niſhed all other ſects, and haue eſtabliſhed this profeſs 
ſion of Chriſt which wee haue alwaies beene- brought vp 
ja, and could neuer ſee any harme in ir, if ſuch ſortiſh, 
ſenſleſſe ſuffe berhe beſt defence wee can make for our 
 ſelues, it appears too plainly that our religion is M 
thing but thoſc common reliques of naturall inflins 
which I ſpoke of before, .chriſtned as itwere by hu- 
mane lawes and.cuſtomes,'and that wee are Chriſtians 
vpon nowalghtier inducements, then wee might haue 
beene Pagans or /dolaters, 1 tremble to ſpeake it, it an 
Indianſhould be demanded why he worſhipped the 
Divell, changing only the circumſtances he might giue 
as ſufficient reaſons as theſe for his moſt fearfull & hor» | 
rible Tdolatry, But this example though it might ſquare ' 
bur too well to my purpoſe is too odious to be inſifted 
ypon, Askea common lew why hee blaſpheames our 
blefled Saviour, why hee exſpes another Meſſias,a 
Twyke why hee is circumciſed, why hee is ſo devoted to 

| ll Mahomes 


us 0s oo. out 
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M:ihomet,they will bothin effe& gine the very ſame 
xcalons of their blaſphearmies and ſuperſtitions, which a 
common ignorant Chriſtian will giue why heis racthera 
Chriſtian then a /ew or a Tarke, juſtify their damned ba- 
tred and deteſtation of Chriſt, by the ſame arguments, 
which cauſe him to profeſle ſpeciall loue and ſervice yn- 
to him. Nay you will ſay there is no Chriſtian ſo bar- 
barouſly ignorant but he may ſay more for himſelfe then 
any of choſe vnbelciving miſcreants can, hehath heard 
the holy Scriptures read, beene made partaker of the 
blefled ſacraments, he hopes to haue his ſinnes forgi- 
ven him by Chriſt, and though he be notable to proue 
&t by formall argumentation yet he knowes well enough 
that Twrkesandall ſuch as ſpeake againſt Chrilt are ac- 
curſed infidells, I thinke indeede there are not many 
Chriſtians but may ſay ſo much and perhaps more, by 
wrote, & taking it vp vpon truſt, but this is quite beſides 
the purpoſe. For I doe not now queſtion the Chriſtian 
mthe duticsor opinions of his rel:gion, but I call ypon 
him for his ſpeciall reaſons whicty cauſ:« him to per- 
forme thoſe duties, or embrace thoſe opinions. Hee 
hath becne partaker of the blefled Sacraments, bur 
what better reaſon can hee giue why theſe Sacraments 
can doe his foule good: then a Tarke may, why his cir- 
cumciſjon ſhould be beneficiall vato him; he hath heard 
the Scriptures read and expounded, but what better 
reaſon can he glue, why he ſuppoſeth the Scriptures to: 
be the word of God, then the Twrke will, why he isſo 
confident that the A/coran came dawne. immediatly 
from heauen, in that /ay/a#t0-Hergeli as they callit;the 
vinoJtua = night 
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night of demiſſion; Laſtly he flifly.conceits himſelf to 
beone of the only true faith, and all T@r{es to be abhor«. 


red infidells, bur what feculiar evidences hath hee that 


the Turkes are millakenandnor himfelte , feeing they... 14 1. 
are as confident on the other {ide thar Chriſtians are ©. Þ 
KIB Cof79une Infidells as they tearme vs, and thac thems | 
21594, ſelues are the only CHMoſlimina or Mnſulmans (1.6) # 
«Kan Fight beleeuers? 4fchen the Chriſtian being preſſed 
' with theſe. demands can. produce nothing trom.any ,x 
fupernarurali alteration which hee -hath felt wroughe , 
in him ſclte, ifhe be notable from ſpirituall felfe experis... 
ence ofthat cutting convincing power of the Scrips/ |} 
tures, and of thoſe admirable vertuesand comfortable +. 
influences of theſacraments, it he be yetalrogerher vne 
_ acquainted with thoſe celeſtiall flaſhes; irradiarions and *; } 
| inward teſtimonies of the ſpirir,which vſe to pur-all theſe ., . 4 
' things ont ©: queſttS in ſoules truly Chriſtaniz'd, Lafily . 
if for wantoft betrer Apoligy hee be forced to retire:ts: : 
thoſe poore diſhonourable impertinent- rather excuſes }. 
then reafons of his religion, taken fromthe lawes and 
cuſtomes of his coumrey,, it ist00 x00 manifeſt that he J... 


adheres vnto Chrittvpon'no berter motivethen others. 


blaſpheame 8 perſecure him 8ceven ſpit ar the/mention--. 


FJ 


of his name,bur here ſome may-purt in:howſocyer ſuch a }., 


Chriſtian may be outhraved, yetthat which he fſaiesand  : 
thinkes is true: heis in the rizht though he! cannot des : 
monſ\lrate like a ſcholler how:he'came to it, - and theres, 


fore hes ſure howſocver men may prate;to ſpeede well 


enough, -Noſuchmarter, . ils a very diſputable caſe, . 
whether ſuch aoneasliues and dics'a- Chriſtian vpon - 


cuſtoms 
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cuitome: or:a Tiwrke bee in the pgrofſer error, -This 
may ſceme very harfh, -bat youmay calily cfpy* the 
eruth of ic, if you pleaſe ro'rem@mber, that both the af« 
fent of our vnderftandings, and choice 6f our wills may 
be miſguided:into error two wates: either by afſentio 
-ynto,and approuing thatastrue and good which jo it 
ſelte is talſe and. evill, or by affenting vnto orapprouing 
that which is both trueand good in it felfe,vponrweake, 
ingoherent, inſefficient inducements,1 carmor ſand to | 
admment vpon this diſtinRion, and iris ſotriviall' that 
-Fconceiue it need not much to he exemplified, Applied 
wato my purpoſe it clearly ſhewes rheignorant Chriſti 
i -an-notto be:a whit more inthe right then the Torke, 
|. ."TheobieQothis aſſentand loueis maſt righe abſolute- 
F _hinicſelfe butrelatjuely ro himirisfalſe, becauſc it is 
 -notanobie@vnto himfor thattruth and goodneſſe by. 
_- which irs diſtinguiſhed from all'ocher obiedts, bur for 
thoſe common corrupt grounds, 'which abſtract- 
ly confidered, equally inclinethe ſoule to any obie@t as 
well to the groſleft errors as the pureſt cruch, to the cx- 
treameſt evill, asro the chicfeft good,'So that this com: 
pariſon islike to lightmoſtheany vpon the Chriſtian, 
ſceing the goodnefle of theobiet willnot excule or iu« 
Nifie, but rather ſhame and condemne him, who profeſ- 
fing much loue vneo it, paſſerh hy that which alone was 
louely in ir. Farthe prefent indeede the Chriſtians caſe 
4s infinitely the berter, becaufe he may with more caſe 
correct his error, and hath all-requiſite opportunities to 
that purpoſe, but if henegle@ to doe it hereafter tlie .- 
Torkewill get thebetterofhim , when ar the day of ...Mf 
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COTE he thathath dicd.ſuch'a Gm, will bee 
glad: roChange places with bim, In the mean time there 


15 notany difference. in-cheir-rrors.difcernable torea-. 
ſon, for this is certaine that diverſity.of obiets, cannot 


put any Cifference in the aſlents, where the grounds are 
exact.ythe {:me, | yea it ſome of the acuteſt moderne 


diſputers haue cightly determined, that the aſſent vat. 
the premiſes, &the.conclufion is but one and the ſame = | 
aſlear ;being originally to thoſe, and terminatiuclya:ts- n | 
this, can ſcarce allow the difference tobe ſo grear;:Bor 
then it Skilles not how falſe or true the concluſion be ab- JF 
folutely in it ſelfe,but how. ſtrongly. or weakely it's: in» 


ferr'd'outofit's premiſes, 8& therefore though one con» 


clude an infallible truth, andanother a- monſtr.\us talfs _ 7 
hood out of the fame faulty prenuſes,theerrour of bothy * } 


is che ſame,ifthey aſſent vato their. concluſions vpon ne 
ether medium then this inſufficient .one;, vpon which: 


they both agree. For.cxawple,, the Principle vpon b | 


which the ignorant Chriſtians afſent vnto the Goſpell 


" Naands,is this; That religion which my Parents pate 


taught me, my ſoveraigne commanded me,$8: the cems- 


mon cry. of my countrey. 2pproucd is , ſurely the beſt, 


The Twrke changing only che appropriating cixcum- _ 
ſices, ſuppoſeth likewiſe, that religio which his Sattan,.; | * 
Parents and C ountry.men haue commended'vnto him. 
to be queſtionleſle the beſt. - Both then proceede. vpott 
theſame medium, and therefore though by the inters- | 
vention of other caſualiics, the Twrke be caſt vpon exes- 

erable blaſphemies and'impieries, and the Chriſtian yp=- 
nathegventy, and holy TD, OR error is wa the: 
| INE. 
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ſame chough more fortunate in one then-#1/ te UNET, 
And howſoeuer ſacha Chriſtian hath his atknt. and 
imaginary loue by lot ofhis birth & educacion,/actu» 
*ally fixed ypon ſauing truchs,yet vntHll he bethinke fm» 
ſelte of more proper and ſolid reaſons for his choice, 
he reraines ſtill in his breaſt habitually and implicitly 
the ſeedes of all thoſe helliſh impoſtures , which 
by other men, in othcr places, have beene entertal* 
'ned-and ſwallowed vpon the fame occaſions. Sup* 
polſea Chriſthan, who can make no better defence. 
for his profeſſion then ſuch a one as I haue labou- 
red tomake hm aſhamed of, immediatly after 1s 
birth in England had beene conveyed into Turkie , and 
there inſteed of Baptiſme circumciſed after the Turkiſh 
 manner,and there ſo cunningly trained vp in ' the Tur» 
__ Kkiſhſuperſittion,that he had no occaſion giuen him to 
fuſpect himf-lfe not to haue beeneborne a Turke : -no 
queſtion bnt hee would haue beene as zealous there for 
the raſca!] Mahomet: as now being bred in England, 
 heis for the bleſſed Lord of the world . - And no mar- 
yalle, forthe very fame'occurrences which haue made 
him a Criſtian here, muſt needs-haue made himi a Mas 
homezan at Conſtantinople, ſeeing that whatfocuerars 
guments drawne from laws,cuſtoines, birth, education; 
plead here for Chriſt would there perſwade as cffectu= 
ally tori Mahomer,' Neither fpeake I this as it this 
would argue any notorious imperfe&tion in the man? 
tor doubtlefle this would bee any mans caſe: ' Suppoſe 
any of thoſe renowned Champions of Chriſt whom 
Queene Mary ſent to-. heauen -in fiery Chariots had: 
B 3 beeng 
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beene nurſed .and brought vpamongſt the Saraceng, 
- valeſle God had vouchſated them @ miracle for their 
. conuerſion, wee cannot imagine butthey . would haue 
| beene Saracens, Suppoſe the deuouteſt Saint of God 
- atthis day breathing had beene. trained vp at the feets 
_ of ſome Tewilh Rabbin if wee looke no higher theg © 
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ordinary meanes wee muſt needs conceine that with... *þ 
- the helliſh, malice of a Iew hee would: haue defied that =. 
| bleſſed Sauiour ofhis,whom now hee worſhips dayand *8F 
- night. mentioned notthat therefore to ſhew theweake Ml © 
_ nes of the perſon, but of ſuch reaſons of his Chriſtianity, 
. aschanging- only the ſcene of his natinity & education, 
; might haue made him. hotter againſt it then now hee. J. 
 forit, Sothat the only. funcamentall reaſon why ſucha; 
Chriſtian israther a Chriſtian then a Iew Turke or Idow *} 
 later,is becauſe C hriſtiapity beſpoke him as ſoone as he 
. Eame into the world ;, and permitted not thoſe mad ſit 


perſtitions cither to ſpeake with him at-all or nor till ic 

 ſelfe had prevented them andgotren paſſeſſion, For we 
may obſerue that albeit generally in-the world. errour 
keepes truth oue ofthe ſoules-of men by anticipation, 

_ damming-yp all the paſſages by which ſhe ſhould enter 
with baſe precoceipts & odious prejudices, yet in'ſeme 

- Corners where diuine prouidence hath bin pleaſed to al 

low-truth an authoriſed, ſetled relidency, it gets the ſtart 

of error 8 preuaules as much by prepoſſeſhon here as 

; errour doth in other places;beating thata way withthe 

 fameclamours8&outcries by which itſelfe is elſewhere 
batfled; Butthis to ſpeake more pynctually is nota fight . 
bÞepucenetruthanderrourhough by Cl ei 

We =. yulgar 
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vile = it be miſtabdi fori 1t, bura kind off blingfold « coms a 
bat betweene preiudice and preiudice, of of tutiome a- 
gainſtcuſtoime, Forin thefs caſes though truch block vp 
errours way and fo keepe thar from” Healing into the 
ſou'e,yet doth not ſhee preſently enterin her ielfe , but 
tands as it were beforethe dore diſplaying herre ſplen- 
dent rarities and admirableperfections, and if tor their 
fakes alone ſhee bee.nort carneſtly.mvited ro come in 
and imporrun'd to take vp her lodging there,ſhe vouch- 
fafech nor to enterbur-ar laſt flings away in dildaines 
Mer may imagine ſheeis gone m becaule they cannot 

 heare or iteherefie or iuperttitionſiirring with in/\bur 
for.cerraine. ſauing truth, neuer prefſerh-mto any: fouls 
vpon the bare advantage of being the:firfhcommer, but 
forher owne ſingular worth the lookes ro be wooed; im» © = ; 
portuned,& with ſome violence haled in, as the bleſſedſi_ : E 
gueſtthat could pofſibly haue come firftorlaft; Burhere . 3 
mayſome-demaund', itthe ſummect allthis that hath: ; 
beene ſpoken bee true, 4. That ourloue vnto (Chriſt! 
& this Gof pelt be not gottetrby ourbirth & education a" 
moneſt Chri/iaps,what benefitis it toborne with ia the; 
viſible Church 2 what pretogatiue to bee bred: in the” 
light of the Goſpell? Tanſwerethar it's an advantage of 
ineſtimable 'value;tor which wee-allowe more thankes” 
and praifes vato the Lord then our ſhallow braines and- 
narrow hearts canpoſſibly conceitie, Buixvee muſt wifes? 
ly confiderthe properend & vic for which it hath pleaſ- : 

.edthe father of lights toafford vsthisbleſfed crtuiletiney» —_— 
which isnot that itſhould bee a cauſe, burameanes; not / 


2 ground but: an occaſion of out Jour vnto his beloued 
{on '; oo —_ 


— 


—Y —— do 
I At _ —IE—_ hes, 


The triall of our 


— 


- ſonne. In our common frienc{hip wee can eaſily diſtin» 
guiſh bewweene the continger occations of our acquain= 
tance with a man,and the immediat reaſons of our affe. 
Rionate Joue vnto him: thoſeare accedenta]ly offred # 
from withour, theſe are ſome ſpeciall excellencyesap- 
prehended by vs to bee inherent in the perſon weeaffe 


thoſc are but meanes to bring vs to the knowledge ofs F . 
"rt 01 {pirituall | Chriſt Iefiis R&- 
theſe . Euen foin our ſpirituall loue vato Chriſt Ieſus 8 


"*u& 56 
EE 


bleſſed for ever, the Lord hath gratiouſly planted vs with *F 
in the ſound of the Goſpel], giuen vs education in Chit». 
ſian rites and faſhions, and prouided vs the teſtimony = 
of the Church eo tell vs that there is ſuch a Savjour' MF 
come into the world,and to bring vs ioytullnewes what: *Y 
vnualuat le tteaſures of mercy & glory he bath brought. 
with him to enrich all ſuch as ſhall come vnto him © 
pinched with the ſence of their ſhirituall poverty; Thoſe 
are the meanes appointed to giue vs notice of theſe, but _ | 
theſc only muſt bee the grounds of our affeRion vnto, |} 
| him. To conelude this diſcourſe , aitbeit our love ynto! © © 
Chriſt begotten by our naturall birth & educatis,be no« 
thing worth in it ſelfe, yer is it the orc inary rode which 
fades vs to the fight and fenſe of thoſe tranſcendent 
perfeions in him which will rauiſh vs with a more 
tranſcendent loue of him: Happy are we it that baſe vul- 
gear loue bee in time ſwallowed vp ina loue more Ce- 
leftiall and divine, if that which can doe our ſoules no. 
good while we reſt vpon it become a manuduction vn- 
to that which will certainly make vs bleſſed. Had not | 
> the Samaritans beleucd ar. firſt vpon an inſufficient 
ground,thealarum of the woman, they bad not come to. 


belecue 
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'[pacere loue tnC brift, 0: 


ence. Had not the faithfull ſoule which is now moſt ſicke 
ofaſpirituall loueynto her Sauiour,firſt loved. himvpon ' 
hearcſay &cuſtome,ſhe had neuer felt in all probability 
thoſe heauenly trances and vnvtterable.raviſhments 
with which now ſhee is tranſported. All that loue which 
vee profeſie vnto-Chrift berwene our firſt birth, and the 
firſt pangs of the ſecond,is a loyeariſing onelyfrom na- 
ture and cuſtome., and is tolcrable in vs while -weeare 
-£bildren,being not ſo properly an errouras an introdu. 
_Rtion-ynto truth: I ay it's a hopefull preparation inchil- , 
dren which are notyer come to that ripeneſle of their. 
-naturall faculriesthat the ordinary meanes of grace,the 
preaching ofthe Goſſpell may worke vpon them. Bur 
affter they haue attained to maturity of reaſon & ſhould 
beginne to haue @rarnpra mpraguire 25 the Apoſtle 
fpeakes, their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcerne betweene 
good andevill, if they proceede ſtill. in ſuch .childifh 
conceipts of Chriſt Ieſus, and drowſy affeQions vnto 
Hhimas they ſucked from their nurſes breaſts, their loue 
beginnesnow to be grolly (infull, & whenſoeverit ſhall 
pleaſe the Lord to | (we i them out of that ſleepe of 
death, wherein-now they enioy ſome c6tenting dreames 
they muſt penitently bewaile it amoneſt the other fins 
of their varegene1acy, I haue done with. my diſcovery 
- ofthe falſe ground of loyevntoChrit, by naturall in- 
Nincts of religion reſtrained ro Chriſtianity by birth 8& 
education, Before I proceedetoan application of this 
diſcourſe, I will inſiſt ypon ſomeappotte placesof holy 
9cripture, which AI aA and ſiege, vote F 
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belcene vpon the true, their owne knowledg c& cpa p 


17 


: a 6 vue 4 ” ans 
"= Ay ht, wo Whites WAY LE E"_ Me a. "Bp "OS "ER 


( 4 


* 'w F 


The trial of our. 


_ with the choiſeſt delicacies of expreſſion that I am PCr. 
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the precedent diicourfe, & I hope prepare your hearts 
tothe enſuing application. And firſt we hauean excel. 
Jcat place Cert. 5 v.9. where the ſpouſe, thatis the taith. 
jull foule, hath this interrogatory doubled vneo nep,.- 
what # thy beloved more then a beloued yyA I maaE 
mah aodck middod, what ts thy beloued more then a be. | 
loved, (t:.) what tranſcendencies , what ſingularities of: E 
alluring perfeRions, are ſo peculiarly remarkable in. 7 
that ſaviour of them, on whom chouart ſo ſtrangly ena» 
mored , as ifthere were nothing louely befides himb =. 
But what hath che ſoule nothing now to comend in hee: 
Saviour, but what might bee paralleld in ſome other? F 
yea,from thatverke ro the end ofthe chapter, ſhe runnes:* 
on ina deſcription of his raricies:a deſcription fo ſtuffed: 


ſwaded it cannotbe matched out of any of thofe Poets; 
which haue flowen higheſt in amourous inveritions, F: 


cannotſtand to vnfold them vnto you : that which 


makes molt to my purpoſe in it;isthe ſuperlative pres. 
eminence which the giues hun v.10, He # the chiefeſt, 
or as itis moreelegantly in tlie originall, Hy 7 an exe 


| fiene bearey. amo ne (þ zen thouſand, tor fo the-word. 


Lax7 Dagull, properly ſignifies v.16. He is altogethey- 
lonely; "Varia 55 cullo machamadaim, he # all en-. 
tire, he isall copoſed of lotes,whereypon fhe concluds. 
with a triumphant Epiphonema, Th is my beloned and: 
this my friend, o yee daughters of Ternſalem. A ſecond 

memorable place is Phil.1. verſ.9.10. where. S* Paule 
ſpeakes thus, »vd this T.pray that your lac, (to wit,to 

Chriſt and his Golpell) ay abound yer more & more 
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in knowledge, and in all indgement that yawine) approue 


things that are excellent, that ye maybe ſincere & with- 


ont offer.ce, till the aay of Chriff, The Apoſtle-praying for 


the confirmationof their loue vnto the Goſpell, and as 
an cſpeciall means of-that he praies; they may 'abound 
in alljudgement, by whichthey bee able vpon'good 
.grounds to approve the reall excellencies of truth be- 
forethe plauſibilitics of errour, that ſo they may by ſyn- 


for the Epheſians that they might be rooted and grounden 
#n lone, Ephef.3.17.Athird conſiderableplaceis 1 (oy. 
.32.3.Wherefore I gine you 10 Underſtand, that 10" man 
ſpeaking by the ſpirit of God calleth Jeſt accurſed : and 
that no man can ſay that Ieſws is the Lord but the Holy 


Ghoſt. );.e.) No mancan with the fiduciall aſſent of his 


Cerc in their lone vnto ir,to which purpoſealſo he praies / 


( 


heart , acknowledge Chriſt to.bee the onely Lord, 


which he is ro. worſhip by. the ſame impulſions, b 
which another curſes and blaſpheameshim,;bur by 


eculiar motiues as are ſuggeſted andrevealedvnto'him 


dy the holy Ghoſt, 

 __ Therejs no man inthis aſſembly but would thinke ic. 

very ſtrange, if one ſhould cell him ſeriouſly hee could 
not{ay, much leſle thinke, that Icfus is the Lord. Burif 
hethinke or ſay him to be ſo vpon no other perſuaſions 
then proteſled infidells thinke & ſay him to be Arathe- 
ma, his ſaying will doe him no good though he make it 
his only workt-»revealcir as long as heliues, © Thelaft 
place ſhall be thareminenr one in Saint Perey, 7. 43. 
I5. But ſanttify the Lord in your hearts, and be ready 

 alwaies togine an anſwere toevery may that asketh you's 
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seaſonof the-hope tht in you: Whatreaſontfuch a one. 
as maybe rctorted by thoſe who queſtion vs? ſuch avone - 
as may.perhapsmake moxe againſt vsthen forys? ſucha: 
-generall'oneas might be given for any preſumprion ih. 
Se world?N o,arcaſon ftom'a cleare diflindt kowledge - 
of thepeculiargrounds, & experimental} ſenſe of thoſe. = 
epcyuragingforctaſisof ourincorruplible hopes by the» MF. 
' Goſpel whichthough it cannot- convince ſuch Heree. EF 
- Sieksand /rfatlis as examine vs, becauſe the God of this . 
world hath cloſed theireyes, yeritmayfirenthen vs-to: 
poſleſſe our foules in patience, and to hold faſt our con» 
fidencewhich hath ſuch great recompenſes of reward in; ll 
Jpightofall theterrours of MenorDivells; i © 3 
- Alfpced&diligencets.commune with hisowne heart, _ 
and toexaminewhether hee be as. yet come- out of his -- 
cuſtomary .loue vato Chriſt into a fpitituall/ or no; B&- 
loyed weargall confident that we ioue” Chriſt teſas. and 
fonefhouldincameBtellsvs;,we did not lone him;wee 
ſhould take.it as ll; and interpret itas if-he ro!dys wee - 
 weredanined; Seeingthenaftour: glorieus- hopes of a + 
- benterlife are buile ypon.this ſappoſition,thatweare the - 
- rue diſciples ok Chrifi;aszwe would notbe called roafo 
ter reckoningsat.that folemneday of accounts ; or bave - 
_aflaw-ſoundinour evidence:, which ſhould eternally - 
_daſhqurexpeRation., even-then when wee ſhould take - 
moſleſhon,aswe would nothauc.our hopes to vaniſhin - 
___amazement,andconfulion atthatrerribleday-, when it - 
__ ſhallbetoojatetorecalor rectify anything which kath - 
_ heeneformarly amiſle;aswewould nor haue our _ w_ 
Son = | - 6 C fider; 
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\. by country andcuſtome, by conformity vntolawes and 
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 (ſpncere lone to Chriſt 
ne Enema. SS 
fident conceipts of Chriſts loue vnto vs, and-ours'ynto 
him giuevs the flip at the honre of death ,- when wee 
ſhould haue moſt vſe of them,yand leaue vs to a fearefyll 
expecation:of indgement; Let vs;Hay, it we haue any | 
regard orſenſe of theſe things, deale ingenioully with 
our owne fouls, and tmpartially examine what better 
ground we have for that ſuppoſitton which vpholds all ' 
_ our welfare,then ſuchas I haue demonſtrated robeems- 
ferably inſufhcient.” Chriſtians wee areal] by education, ' 


% he hae ns at. ©. CCD R —— 
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faſhions: bur is this all2haue wee proceeded nofurther?' / 

why this will aduantage vs no more for heauen then / 

_ tharweare Engliſhmen.” All this is but the outlide of = 
Chriſtianity. Chriſtianity thtuſt ypon'vs by our nar» 

rall birth before wee were aware of-it *, and fetled on 

faſter by cuſtome , and as it were rivited inwhiletvee 

- perhaps never thoughtof it, -Vhar :ſaichtheApolite 
2:Romans,2 $8, Hee_ i 70t 4 tew which « one & my. 

perees iz that which appeares outwardly.” What not 

hee a [ew which is borne and bred a lew © yea. her: is 
aTew in all outward viſible reſpeQs wharfoever,.Bur 2 
all 'rhefe will 'gnte him-no' titte-to- thoſe: everlaſting . 1 _ 
promifes which are made'-ynto © Abralan: and” his. WG 
ſeed according tothe faith; Heeis no Tew-in reſpeQ of = 
them, Inlike mannerhe is no-Chriſtian, who is but cut» - 
wardly one: who ſlides inſenſibly ro himſelfe into the 
viſible garbe of Chriſtianity 5 by naturall generation. {2 
Heonly isa few, who is one @ n/xp#ztw in the ſecrets of on 
his heart, and hee onhyis a Chriſtian, who hath beene 
made one by a ſecond birth of his ſoule, [inviſible To:o0- 
thers,but admirably ſenſible vato him*lfe , being bor £ 
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.notof bloud;nc or rofthewillof fleſh, -nor. of the will of | 
qman,butof God Jas St /0hn fully expreſſeth It, C.I. V.13, 
; Well thenyt hoy wouldſt not be miſtaken in thy ſelfe, 
___«ifthouwould{(ibeafcertained whither orno SED lou' 6 
| ;Chriſtianitie vpon any other motiues then. ſuch as na- 
"ture and cuſtome may lugoed Firſt of all looke backe 
vpon the eſtate of thy ſoule ever fince thou haſt bene } 
able ro remember. Reflecting thus vpon ſo much of thy. 4 
life as is gone, canſt thou nor remember a time wherein bp 
thy ſelfe being iudge,thou didſt but diſſemble wichthy 
Saviour,when thou thoughtſt othim but very ſeldome "7 2 
and thin but perfunctorily, withoutany heat of alc 3 © 
ons,when thou tookelt not 'muchto heart any thing he © 
hath done forthee, when thoutookeſino conſcionable 
caretoliuevnto him, becauſe he had died for thee. Re- 
ficting thus ypon the time paſt, canſtthou nor diſcerne 
but tharthy loue vnto Chriſt hath beene {| pun out  inan 
even thred even fromthe cradle vntillnow , but that the 
pulſe of thy affe&ions ynto him hath bi beaten 
anuch after i ſane manner, Without.any notable vari- 
atio.'[na word canſt thou-not remember but that thou 
haſt loued him alwaies as well, if not better , ther thou 
haſtin the latter time of thylife paſt. Ifay.ifthe caſebee 
Shus wich thee. its a thouſand to one but - hu loueſt him 
only ypon that deceiuable ground which I haue labou- 
ted codifcouer, | 
._ *Todirea litde Ether, in this examination. Sup- 
£ olcthe winde whichnoay fits inthy backe, and kindly 
_ /Slowes thee 0n towards Chriſt, ſhould turne vpon a 
fuddcaand 43) Cipain bluſterin dy face, Sup a = 24 
awes x1 
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Jawes and caſtomes which hitherts haue: encouraged ' 
thee to proceed in Chriſtianity , ſhould command thee 
back againe,and tell thee they wete miſtaken: ſuppoſe ' 
all the men thou knoweſt orheareſt of, ſhould change 


the faſhion of their religion, and leae theeas muchas» -: i 
lone,as E/zas once thought hitmrfelfe tro haue beene: and "X-# oþ 


holy Athanaſius was whenthe held vp againſt a;world 
of _4rriavs, lay if the rd vaugi es The weoms that{peci» \ 
all excellency of the knowledge of Chrift', which made ' 
_ 8.?axlto countall things dung , that hee mightiwinne i 
Chriſt, hath not furniſhed thee with vnanſwerable rea- 4 
fons , why theſe ſuppoſalls ſhould notpull thee backe, , 
its a plaine caſe, that cnly. the oppoſite encouragements 
ſer thee forward, To bee briete , artthou nor ſure thar 
thou haſt ſuch ſpeciall peculiar reaſons for thy religion / 
as could'nor haue ſuffered ir , much leſke haue cauſed 
thee vpon any 1fuppoſalls ro -haue 'beene of'any other, 
Haſt thou not with an inlightned vnderftanding eſpied 
in Chriſt Teſus thoſe voparalel'd tranſcendencies which / | 
put an infinitely vaſt difference berweene him & thoſe .. © 
many Antichriſts in the world. Laſtly, baſt thournot at .. 

ſometime or other,in ſome meaſure hadthy'conſcience / 


convicted of finne,revined with ſuch gracions influcces 

diſtilling from his louely countenance, and refreſhed 

with ſuch words of eternall life from him,as thou knows / {+ 
el(goc whether thou wilt )cannotbeiexpeRed fromasx | ” 


ny oneelſe, Tf thy heart anſwer noto theſe initerrogatos 

ries, aſſure thy ſelfe thou knowefſt nor yet whar this / 5 
meanes to ltoue Chriſt, ſhould hue fAarter thee'ro neh A 
thecrhon'att aChriſftian, yea A —_ _ 4 0 
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_ tinueasthouart,will no way benefitthee,yea it will nar 


#1 for Chriſt , as the Apoſile divinely praycs for the 


© 


thee, by.gining cheea glorious title, which if thou cone 


only keepe.thee out of heauen, bur ſinke thee deeper in- 


- to hell, Giue glory varo God that thou liueſt ina time 
andplace where thou haſt all. encouragements , oppor- 


tunities, invitations to be more entirely acquainted with 
thy Saviour, and togrow as intimate with him,as any 3 
man elſ{c,buz for the preſent be content to conſider that * 
thy loue of him hicherto hath becne built vpona rotten Þ 
foundatior;giue no reſt vnto thy ſelfe , vatill thou haſl* 
learnedto loue thy Saviour vpon ſuch inducements ag*%*F#_ 
hee would haue thee,even becauſe hee hath loued thee, *W- 

Giue not overimportuning the ſpirit of grace #9 dire 
thy heart into the lou of Grd, and into the patient wai. 


Theff2,Ep.3.5- Giue not over.I fay, vntill thou haſt at- 
Fainedwnto all riches of the full aſſurance of vnaerſlan- 
ding t0 the acknowledgment of the myſtery of God , andof 

the Father and of Chrift , as the lame Apoſile ſweetly = 


prayes forthe Coloſſians.2,2, 


Yſe 2. Letmebeſpeakeall ſuch , as by the tender 
mercies of God melting their hearts, -haue beene 
made partakers ofthe heauenly calling , and begotten 
againe vnto aJiuely hope, ler me, I ſay,if there bee any 
conſolation in Chriſt, ifany fellowſhip of che Spirit , if 
any bowels & mercies, let me beſcech them to take two 
things: deepely to heart, Firſt, the infinite diſhonour 


which is done vnto Chriſt the Author and finiſher of 


ourfaith by the cuſtomary profeſſion of his- glorious 
vameand Goſpellin this kingdome. It's ey > I 
ate | 
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F wan eares {tm the Saviour ofthe world hathyouch- 
fda ec En / 


{afedalteram 
early and late,to.call 8 cry ynto vs, to take noxice-what 
need we hauc of him, tobetbinke our ſclues of our'infi- 
nite wants, which'none but hecan ſupply, counſelling vs 
ashee did the Church 'of Zaodiceato buy of hitn gold 


tried inthe fire that we mayberich, and white caynjent 


that cur nakedneſſe might notappeareancye. ſale, char 
now in this ourdaies we might ſee thoſe: things which 
belong vnto our peace,andal! this whhour mohy:Now 
that aber allthis there ſhould be thouſands among vs, 
who being asked arcafonof the hope that isin them, 
cannot ſpeake tolerable ſenſe why: they are Chriſtians 
rather then profeſſed Infidels, that there' ſhould bee 
whole pariſtfes which cannot afford one wiſe word to- 
ward the defence of our moſt holy profeflion; that ma- 
ny who willtakeit very' ill, if they are not accounted 
as good Chriſtians as the beſt;ſhould thinke no other. 


wiſe of Chriſt,then ſome doe of S. Petricke, and SODe 


wid, and other of the Saintsof theircountry, Laftly, 
that thoſe greatand. precious promiſes which Chriſt 
hath purchaſed for vs, with the vnvaluable price ofhis 
owne deareft blood:; by thoſe who one day thinkero 
haue their ſhare in them, that they ſetasſlothfull, ignoe 
rant,heartlefle affections vpon them, as profeſſed Infi- 
dels doe vponthoſe poore imaginary ,- deluding hopes 
which Satan is perrpitted to abuſethem with, queſtion- 
lefſe it becomesnot any man, who hath reſolved the 
reſtof his time inthe ficth,to ſecke the things of Chriſt 
Icſus,and bath felt in his —— what good reaſon 
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The trial of .onr: \ 


heharhforir, Ifay ie becomes noranyfuch tothinke of 
theſethings whichegrate fo: mereilefly vponthis Savis 
ours wounds,and ever! make thern bleed afreſh, withs 
out'ſighs and-groanes,x' bleeding heart, &a great deale 
of ſecret mourning; Berweehe the millivns'of men-who 
hate theRedeemer of *the world;j:and the multicnde 
which 'loue bim', they knowe not. wherefore-,.0 
how. few. are | there- which: lJoue -Hitm : I-{yncerity! 
The fkeond: thing whidy'F: would 'intreati bf) choſe = 
who vnderſtand what awofullehingir is to beea ſiran, 
gervnto Chriſt,” to bee:yetvnreconcited vnto.Gad by 
him,is that chey would with" yerting. bowels:commiſe= oF 
rate the lamenrable condition: of their poore ignorant * 
brethren, which they ſFatlmeerwithevery where,eſpe- 
cially-in moſt country Villages.-I haue oÞſerued: ypon 
occaſions much table merrinentwhich-hath beenmade 
by tales whichipaſſe about of ſachabſurd';:ſenſcleſ{ean- 
ſwersas filly 'C hriſtianshaue pinen, being, demanded a 
reaſon of their faith,perhaps vpon their: death beds. or 
at their comming rothe'Lords table, Ler ſuch vnnatu- 
rallmirth be farre from thoſe who are: to-{irive to haue 
the ſane minde in them whichwas/tr ChriltTeſts;You 
who by that bleſſed change: wrought id your” f:-ules, 
haue paſſed from death vnto [ife, confider with a thank 
fall reflexion vpon the Father of lights, that had nathee 

_ vouchſated you amore ingenuous education, fairer op- 
' portunities co grow-acquainted-with che myſteries of 
prace,morediftinet call of his fanQifying; ſpirit , and 
motreilluminated apprehenſians © difcerne them, you 
mighthauegro>ed& flumbled in athicker myſt of {t1- 

- pidity then now befooles your vanurcured brethren, you 
| might 


{yncere loueto ChriSh, 
might hauediſhonoured that 'bleſſed name by which 
youarecalled,by as wild mifconceits and horrid follies, 
as any come from them, and whatſoeuer is ridiculous in 
them might haue beene more prodigious in you, you 
know what priſe to ſet ypon your owne fſoules. You 
know the ſoule of the meaneſt idiot is ofequal] value 
with yours, and that it coſt the redeemer of the World 
as many liripes and wounds as yours, O then pitty thy 
brethren fo likely to periſh, for whom Chriſtdied, yea - 
the rather, becauſe they being ſtuffed with ſottiſh con». 
ccipts, will be ready to laughar thoſe who ſhall pitty 
them: Takeall opportunities todoe them ſome ſpiritu- 
allgoodas occaſion ſhall be offerered; conferring with 
them and praying for them,"and- let Chriſtian'ſyinpa- 
thics be the leaſt you can afford them; you know what 
you meane; when you pray daily that Gods kingdome 
may come; remember, you' pray not'-in earneſt; vnleſle 
you doe yourfaithfull erideavouir to helpe” ir forward, 
as in your owne hearts, 'ſo'in the hearts of 'your bre- 
thren, with which at any timeyou converſe, Conſider 
I beſeech you, what a diſmall fog of Popery doth yet 
darken this Iland,Popery which few thinkes of, meane 
that blind abſurd implicite faith of beleening,' as the 
 Churchbeleeues, For thereisnota pin to chooſe be- 

eweene him that belecues in groſſe, whatthe Church of 
England belecues, and himthatbeleeues'as that ſyna- 
gogue of Satan the': Church of Rom belecues, 'nc , 
therknowes any thing explicitly, what cithet Church 
belecues. Meditate on this, and what zeale, what cou- 
Tage,what indignation _ feele in your breaſts ag 

116597 2 c 


_ the Antichriſtian impoſiures of Rome, let them fly I 
beſeech you vpon all occaſions, againſt this Proteſtant 
Popery. But I ſee no hope but that the Colliars faith 
will haue the greateſt number of profeſſours, whilſt ac- 
curate Catechizing of all ſorts ofpeople, which did fo 
much good in the primitive Chunch, is in ours fo gene- 


rally negleted.But I conclude, beſpeaking you in the | 4 4 


wordsot S, Iude, But ye belcued, building vp your ſelues Þþ 
on your moft holy faith, praying in the holy Gho##. Keepe 
your ſelues inthe lone of God, looking for the mercies of ©: 


cer Lord Ieſis Chriſt nno evernall life, And offome 


haue compaſſion waking « difference. And others ſave | 


with feare, palling them ot of the fire: hating even the 
garment ſþotted by the fleſh. | 
O thou father of mercies and God of all-con- 
ſolations, look down from thy throne of eternity, and 
take notice of vs thy poore ſervants, who doe now deſire 
ro muſter vp all the faculties which chou haſt giucn vs, 
8&to employ themin an acceptable thankeſgiuing vnto 
thee. O Lord we defireto ſpend our beſt ſpirits even to 
exhale our deareſt ſoules in thankefull ejaculations vnto 
thee, for that moſt incomprehenſibly admirable comri- 
uance of our ſaluation, by the death of the ſonne of thy 
louc: O Lord wee deſire to be tranſported with a holy 
amazement, as often as wee thinke of this myſtery of 
myſteries, and even to empty our hearts of their fecrets 
in halleluiabs, and voices of exultation. Moſt holy 
Lord, wee praiſe thee, for the marvelous lighe of thy 
Goſpell, which hath acquainted vs with thofe wonders 
ofmercy, whichithy Chiift hath performed forour 


ſoules 


Rs 


{yncere loue to Chriſte 
foules, tor thoſe comfortable evidences ot our jultifica- 
tionby him, with which our bruiſed conſciences haue 
becne moſt pratioufly revived. Vee praiſe thee like- | 
wiſe forthoſe wondersof a new creation which thy 
bleſſed fpirir hath begunne in our hearts, for that it hath 
begunne to weaken and waſt the body of {inne, to cru- 
cify thoſe corruptions which heretoforehaue bin moſt 
 Inſolent in vs, to weane vs frem thoſe vanities, which 
heretofore haue beene our chicfe comforts, and tomake 
vs more willing to be kept withina holy compaſſe.”'O 
Lord, wee defire,weedefirewith moſt enlarged hearts, 
tobleſſethy infinite goodneſſe, forall thofe raviſhing 
irradiations & glorious prefaces of our bleſſed immor- 
talicy, by which thy comforting (piric, hath ſo ofcen-en- 
couraged vs ta patient continuance in well docing. 
Webleſke thee for allthe heavenly thoughts, affeRions, 
defires, and reſolutions which thou haſt put into vs'at 
any time, wee praiſe thee for that portion of thy good 
word which thou haſt afforded vs at this time, O thou 
that delighteſt to pardon abundantly, pardon all the er- 
rours & imperfections which haue come either from me 
1n.delivering, or any of thy people inentertaining thy 
meſſage. Leritnot bea favour of death vnto death, vn- 
toany man who hath beene within the ſound of ir, but 
. letit ſome way or otherbe beneficiall vnto him in re- 
ſpe of thy kingdome. And now oh thouthatdwellet 
in ynapprochableſplendor,quite our of the ken of mor-_ 
ralicy, ſceing thou haſt ſuffered duſt and aſhes ro ap- 
proach ſoneere to thee inthy ordinances, diſmiſſe not 
.. ——————— btefimpgtend 
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T he triallof our 


not any one of vs without a comfortable beame of thy 
countenance ſhining into his heart; {hou art the foun- 
taine of holineſſe, ſend vs not therefore out ofthy pre- 
ſence, without ſome more clearnefic in our apprehenſi 
ons of thy ſauing myſteries,and heauenlineſle in our af. 


- fecions vnto themes Send vs not fro thy throne of grace 


but with a heauenly calme in our ſoules, or with ſuch 


tempeſts of repentice as may prepare vs for an everlaſk 
ing ſerenity , O Lordſend vs not away but either with 
that joy which paſſeth al vnderſtading,or that godlyſors 
row which may prepare vs for it.'To thee O {father with 
thy beloucd ſonneand bleſſed ſpirit, three moſt glorious YH 


Perſons, and one infinite Deity, be aſcribed all honour, 
power, praiſe, might, maieſty, and dominion, by vs 
poore ſinners here militant on earth, & all the glorified 
companies triumphant in heauen, from this:time forth 


forever more, amen, Amen. 
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| EryHes. 6. vetl. 24. 


Grace be with all them that loue ouf Lord . "_ 
b- Teſus Chriſt in ſincerity. 511-264 _— 


Will not diſcourage yourattention = © : 
with a tedious repetition of what IT {©  _*% 
have heretofore in another audi- = 
encedelivered vpon this Scripture: 
ſome thing muſt needs be recalled Ef 
to guide your attentioninto the en — ' 43 
| * ſuing diſcourſe, and to knit that vn- ©, 
tO a former: butT will hae trouble you wirha word \. > 
more, then the neceſſity of merhode ſhall enforce me 58 
vato. To winde vp then as much as is neceffary in a "a 
briefe introduction, Weeliue in -q age of a Preſumpti- WS 
| on{ 2 


bs of 
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on as peremptory as vniverſall: they are rare men that _ 
make any queſtion of their falvation,and which is moſt 
to. be pitied, they are for the moſt part ſuch as haue 
leaſt reaſon. Iam perſwaded,there was never yet any 
time when men were generally more confident in their 
hope of heaven, or leſle able togiue a wiſe reaſon for 
it; inſomuch,that it may be but too probably conjectu. 


red, that to one that periſhes through deſpaire, there Þ. 
miſcarry hundreds through preſumption. This gene= *F- 
rall preſumption ſtands vpon theſe two generall ſuppo- FF 
ſitions. 1, That Grace, (1.) all the gracious, precious FF 
promiſes of God concerning a better life,doe infallibly ** 


! appertaine to all ſuch as loue Chriſt Ieſus in (lincerity: 
(1,)to all ſuch as are true, ſerious, reſolute Chriſtians. 
2, That wee our ſclucs arc all ſuch men, that we are all 
Chriſtians good enough to ſcrue the turne, though we 
arenot ſo forward and exemplary, though wee keepe 
not ſuch ſtirre with our profeſſion as ſome' others doe. 
The firſt ſuppoſition is out of all queſtion, and can ne- 
ver be brought into diſputation by thoſe which ſubmit. 
to the Scriptures, 1t being the ſcope, not onely ofmy 
text, butalſo ofthe whole Goſpell, yea of the Lawand 
the Prophets. So that{with revercnce be it ſpoken) it 
ſhall be as poſſible for God, that is theeternall truth it 
{elfe tolye,as for that ſuppoſition to faile any man,who 
obſcruing the conditions of ir, caſts himielfe vpon it: 

_ſothatin ſtrict propriety of ſpeech, it is not of it {elfe 
any prop of preiumption, but onely by accident as 1t's._ 
ſubjec& ro mil-application by vs. Well then, preſum- 

ption ſtands more dircdly, and leanes more heavily 
vpon 


rity of our loue vnto Chriſt. 1, The true immediate 


| moſt dangerous and vniverſall: viz.naturall inſtin&s of 


pay*d at this time. 


oround of the ſincere loue of a poore ſinner vato his 


Bn * a _. th. At... mt. des — 
——_— * — ———————_—— 


fmcere loue to Chriſt. | 


— —— me — 


vpon the ſecond ſuppoſition, and therefore all our care 
muſt be every man for himſelfe, to lee that weeare not 

miſtaken in our accountat home, to be ſure we are all 
{ach men as we dreameour {clues to be (1. )ſuch Chri- 
ſtians, as may vpon good ſufficient grounds, lay claiſke 

vnto,and plezd intereſt inall the glorious promiſes in 

Chriſt Iefus. Vponthis I obſerucd all the conditions 

required on our part,and by conſequent,the whole try- 

all of our aſſurance, to be compriſed in this fincerity of 
our loue towards him; and farther, for the exa&tryall, | 
and through examination ofthis, I impoſed vpon my 

ſelfe, the handling of three moſt conſiderable points 

which make vp it ſelfe, and evidence vnto vs the fince- 


round, or originall of it. 2, The requiſite degree or 2. 
intenſion of it. 3, The eſpeciall fruites and effes of > 
it. Concerning the originall of our loue vnto Chriſt, I 
amongſt many inſufficient deceiueable grounds of it, - "N 
I vndertooke the diſcovery of one which I found to be \1 


religion.in generall reſtrayned to Chriſtianity by birth J 
and education. This diſcovery, I haue already elfe- '- 
where at large,as God enabled me, performed. In the I 
ſecond place, I promiſed a declaration of the true, pro- 
per, and ſure ground of ſincere loue vnto Chriſt : and 
this by the affiſtance of the bleſſed ſpirit,you ſhall. haue 


Wellthen, what is the moſt immediate and proper 


Saviour Ieſus Chriſt? I an{were our of the queſtion, 
A 2 when 
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when in earneſt hee findes himſelfe to be a miſerable 
finner,and apprehends Chriſt Icfus tobe his gracious 
Sauiour, and one of whom he ſtands in infinite need. 
Or to deliver it more fully, it is a cleare, diſtin, parti. 
cular, tender apprehenſion of his. owne infinite wants. 
and miſeries.by reaſon of finne, and of thoſe miracles. 


_ of loueand mercy which Chriſt hath performed to 


cure theſe and ſupply thoſe, and thatas freely and pur-. 4 | 


poſely for him, as for any man elſe. Tocleare and con-- 
firme this excellent point,I will, as God hath direqed: 


my rheditations, firſt proue it to be ſo, and then demon-- 
ſtrate, why itis ſo. That itisſo, appear3 by ſurdry: 
places of holy Scripture, out of which I will cull ſome: 
few, which ſeeme to mee moſt pregnant and pertinent. 
T: lone the Lord, faith holy David: Pſal, 116.1. marke 
his reaſon, betauſe hee hath heard my voyce and my. ſuppli- 
p/ications., But what kinde of ſupplzcations were theſe? 
vpor: what occaſion were they made * you: may ſee: 
both; v: 3. 4. The ſorrowes of death. compaſſed me about,, 
and the paines of hell gate hold vpon me: then called T vpon: 
the name of the Lord, O Lora I beſeech thee deliver my ſoule.. 
Theſe were my ſupplicatios, which the Zord hath heard,. 
and: therefore. 1 loue him, yea. becauſe be hath inclined his 
eare vntomein theſe my ſpirituall agonies, 7will call vpon 
him as long as Thue. 29 Wee have an eminent place, I. 


' Joh. 4.19. Weloue him, marke his reaſon, becauſe he firſt | 


loved vs. True, ſome may ſay, God hath loaded .vs with: 
innumerable expreſſions of his loue in our creation and- 
preſervation , and-wee doe reciprocally loue him-for 
them: but what's this to the lone: of Chriſt? To.omit- 

95 vs as: 


IG 
9 TES2 


l———— 
———_——— tt. 
—— mc me — DES H—— — 


u_—D. 
bn ———. — 


ſimcere lone to Chriſt. - 5 


as impertinent'in this place, that in ſome ſort we owe 
both our creation and temporall preſervation vnto ! 
Gods loue in Chriſt; ſeing it 1s nor probable, ' bur the | 
whole frame of nature ſhould haue-beene diflolned 
preſently vpon the fall, had not God of his mercy in» 
tended a Redeemer for man-kinde to be revealed'in | | 
the fulneſſe of time: but to let this -paſle, St hain the | 
| words, becauſe he firſt loned vs, vnderſtands thatloue of 
loues, that boundlefſe, incomprehenſible loue' of God 
wherewith he hath loued vs in Chriſt:as it plainely ap- 
peares. by comparing 9.8 10:verles. Inthis,(1.)in this 
infinitely more then in any merey of creation or preſer= 
vation, was manifeſted the loue of God towards vs, be- 
| cauſe that God ſent his onely begotten ſonne into the 
' world, that we might live through him. Herezn 75 lone, 
(i,) herein infinitely more then in any thing elſe, ot 
that we loued God, but that he loned'vs, and ſent his Sonne to 
be the propittation for our ſinnes, To recolleall, andto 
bring it home tothe poynt in-hand, when as the ſame 
St Iohn ſpeakes v. 16, Wee have knowne and beleened the 
loue that God hath to vs,. when wee finae our ſelues to haue 
beene even dead men,. and that God ſent his Soune, that wee 
| might line through him : when we perceiue our ſelues: 
overloaden wi:h-ſinnes, and that Chriſt was ſenr pur-: 
polely to-be a propitiation for them, O-here is the true: 
originall of our loue vnto him, now we loner him, be-+ 
cauſe he firſt loued vs. Athird place, &Tletroubleyou' 
with ho-more.1s WF Þ 37. where wee hauea'whole Pad»: 
rable to-this purpoſe, delivered by our Saviour hims: 
| ſclfe romakethe Phariſes vnderſtand, what that poore: 
A 3 '__ womar: 
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woman meant by thoſe ſtrange diſtracted and ſee. 
mingly madde expreſſions of her loue vnto him in — 
waſhing his feet with teares, and wiping them with her 
haite'&c.; The: parablc is of a creditour and his 
two debters: I neede not repeate it, moſt of you 
know it already,others mayperuſe ir if they pleaſe. The 
application of it is.that then ſinners doe indeed fall in 
loue with their Saviour when they perceiue themſelues 4 
to. be over head and eares,as we {ay,in debr vnto God, Þ 
and themſclues moſt ynable to diſcharge one farthing, 
when:they feele that God begins to put his bond in ? 
{yite which they had forfeited long before they were 
borne,” when hee ſends an arreſt for them by the ter- 
rours of his Law,their owne conſciences, and the ſpirit 
of bondage: Laſtly, when they feele themſelues even 
haled cowards that priſon from which neyerany man 
came out, which was-once in , & then moſt opportunly 
comes in ChriſtIeſus with his merits,fatisfies-his father 
tothe full, reſcues them out ofthe ſergeants hands, that 
they being delivered out of the hands of their enemies 
may ſerue him» without feare , in holinefle and righte- 
ouſneſle before him all the dayes of their life. Indeede 
the concluſion of the application verſ. 47, ſeecmes to 
thwart and vnſay all that which I haue ſaid: Her ſinnes 
which are many are forgimen her, beeauſe ſhee loned mnch. 1 
deny not but the-words as they are,admit a pious fenſe, 
neither am I ignorant with how little adoe they may 
be reconciled whictrhaue beene hitherto ſpoken . But 
if I mightibe-worthy to deliver mine owne opinion, 
withduerefpetvntothetranſlatours,l wouldalter — 
{AT wor 


- ſuppoſerh this theſis, becauſe many ſinnes are forgiuen 


; fropter &7c. Neither may it prejudice this interpretati- 


_. vpon an actuall perſwaſion of the remiſſion of our ſins 


with a ſpiritual thirſt after, him! how! many bleeding- . 


ſincere loue to Chriſt. "Sha 
word in the tranſlation, which I ſuſpe& ſhould runne 

thus Her ſinnes which are many are forgiuen, therefore ſhee 

hath loued much. The ſenſe requires this conſtruction. 

x. Becauſe the whole ſcope of the,parable js to ſhew 

that he loues moſt to whom moſt is forgiuen, and not 
contrarily,that moſt is forgiuen to him that loues moſt. 

2. The antitheſis in the ſame. verſe requires.;it, the 
words, butto whom little is forgiuen he loucth\ little, 


her ſhe loneth much. Now as the ſence requires this in- 
terpretation, ſo the conjunction ;nadmits it: for albeir 
not in the pure Greeke i4jor3,yert inthe heleniſticke;vſe 
of it.it anſwers to! all the acceptions of the-Hebrew-7:5 
which hath: ſornetimes the ſignification of ;deo ,--qua- 


on, that our Saviour after all thoſe expreſſions of loue 
from the penitent woman, and his apologic for-hin- 
ſelfe and her to the Phariſee;tels her that her-finnes are 
forgiuen her:this was but that ſentence of abſoJutis for 
her greater c6forr,& aſſurance outwardly pronounced, 
of which no doubt but ſhe had before ſome gratious 
inklings within, & thevertue of which ſhe had already "oY 
taſted, though not in that comfortable meaſure; or d1- be. 
ſtin& manner as ſhe defired . But now I would not wil- *} 
lingly be miſtaken in the point as if my opinion were, 
or I intended to-prouc out of the afore-cited places,thar 

there is no true loue vnto Chriſt , but whatis grounded 


by him. Alas how many poore ſoules even languiſh 


hearts. 
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good inthemſelues, and infinitely berter ynto vs then 


— — 


hearts both feele and expreſſe moſt vehement pangs of 
of importunate loue towards him: how many broken 
ſpirits even ſpend and exhale themſelues in'continuall 
fallyes as it were,and egrefſions of affetion vnto him, 


who haue indeed heard, but not as yet taſted how gra- 


tious he is, who haue not as yet perceiued in themſelues 
thoſe inward whiſperings of comfort, feare no7,4 am thy 4 
ſalvation: be of good cheere thy ſinnes be forginen thee: ina | 


word, who haue not as yet felt themſelues ſealed ro the 
day of redemption by that holy ſpirit of promiſe: To reſcue” 
the truth out of theſe clouds, and to preſent it in her A 


brightneſſe vnto you, wee muſt firſt obſerue that every 
degree of true ſpirituall loue vnto Chriſt, proceedes 
from a proportionable a of ſaving faith : Secondly, 
that there is a twofold loue, 1. onc of Deſire, which is 


_ anearneſt longing afterthat, which wee belecue would 


doe vs much good if we could attaine vnto it. 2. Ano- 


ther of complacencie, when having attained that wee 


deſired, we hugge, and embrace it,and ſolace our ſelues 
in the fruitio of it. Now as ordinarily in the loue of any 
other objet: ſo likewile if we reſpe& Chriſt Icſus, the 
firſt of theſe loues is the introduQion to the ſecond; 
& both of them iſſue from a proportionable a& of taith 
precedent. That affectionate longing and thirſtie loue 
wherewith wee pant and gaſpe after Chriſt having ne- 
veryet beene refreſhed with any comfortable teſtimo- 


ny of the ſpirirfince the beginning of our humiliation, 


proceedes from that former act of faith whereby wee 
aſſent vnto all the Goſpell promiſes as moſt true and 


any 


&EQR,is mixed with anxiety 1n theſame proporti0asthat 
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fmcere lone to' Chriſt. 29 
atiy thing in the world, ' could '\webeonce afſared that 
they belong vnto vs as well as to other men. That other 
loue of complacencie, when with the Pſal. wee returne 
ynto our reſt, becauſe the Lord hath dealt bountifully 
with vs,and ſweetcly repoſe aur {elnes inthelapof 'our 
Saviour , with.conrtent / vnſpeakeable and full of glory, 
proceedes from that laſt act of faith, whereby weeare 
actually perſwaded by thoſe welcome whiſpers ofthe - 
{pirit of adoption, thar Chriſt is as certainly our Sa- 
viouras any mans elſe, and thar our debts (as infinite as 
they were) are cancelled to a farthing , as wellasthe 
{ſmaller ſummes of others. Laſtly it will not be amiſle to 
obſerue two things of this loue of complacencieariling 
from a perſwaſion ofChriſts loue vato vs in particular, 

I. Its ſubie@to all the variations or changes, eb- 
bings and flowings of that perſwaſton . For as 
often as in any violent temptation, or ſenſible difer- 
tion our perſwaſion ſeemcsto be confured, this loue of 
complacencie is either for a time quite ſtupified, or clſe 

it falls backe as it were into that thirſty anxions loue of 
delire, 2. This loue of complacencie admittes degrees 
proportionably to the degrees of that perſwaſion. If \ 24 
that be cleare and ſtrong, this loue is more chearefull | «3 
and pleaſant: If thatbe weake and obſcure, this loue 1s | TY 
not ſo ſprightfull, but ſomewhat lumpiſh being cold - | 
with many feares,and jealoufies. Whencethisloue of 
Coplacencie may not vnficly be ſub-divided. 1.IntoOr- 
dinary,louve which proceedes from a weaker degree of - 
that laſt a of faich,8& rhough ſincere,yet being imper- 


as. . 
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is with. doubting. And. 2. into Heroicall loue which 
ſpringeth from amore eminent and tranſcendent pitch 
ot per{waſion concerning our owne reconciliation in 
particular-this is that perfect loue, which St 142 ſayes, 
caſteth out all feare (viz. ) of diſtruſt, bringing vs intoa 
more intimate familiarity with God. I call the firſt Or- 
dinary.becauſe moſt Chriſtians though eftectually cal. 


led doe ordinarily feele but ſuch a timorous loue in 


themſelues. The ſecond which I call Heroicall in that 


ſenſe in which eminent vertues haue their Epithite, is 


conftantly onely tn ſuch as either beſide the evidence 
of the wordand ſpirit, hauc had ſome ſpeciallrevelati. 
_ onto put themout of all doubt concerning their eſtate 
to-God ward, or ſuch.as. by a conſtant cloſe walking 
with God,. haue beene long exerciſed ma Chriſtian 
courſe, haue often entertained Chriſt Teſs at ſupper in 
their hearts,. and habituated:themſelues into.a more fa- 
milieracquaintance, with that holy ſpirit which brings 
all the:good news from heaven to thoſe diligent ſoules 
which carefully wait for it.. IE< cok 
Thus haue I,according tothe skill that isgiuen me, 
proued the originall of the fincere loue of a ſinner vnto! 
Chriſt Ieſus blefſed for ever, to bea ſerious tender ap- 
; © / prchenſion of his owne extreme neede of Chrift, and 
__, of Chriſts ſuperabundant loue ynto him: I hauelike- 
wie explained this. truth, and vindicated it from ſuctr 
exceptions as crofled my way. I come now to.diſcover 
the demonſtratiue reaſoniot this truth,and-after Fhaue 


/ 


ſhewed that it is ſo;toſhew'you now. why ir muſt be [0.. 


_ Wee are all borne into the world v:22x67 —— 
Ci p, Go | 
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God, and while wee continue:in, thathaturallſtupid 
condition,wherein wee were borne weareall.ftrangtres; 
both unto God,and Chriſt,yea enemies in our inindes through: 
wicked workes, as the Apoſtle ſpeakes Col.:1; 27. Wee 
retaine indeed-ſame obſcure cloudy notions of a Gady 
butnot rhe darkeſt intimations!ota Savionr;or leaftiſui- 
ſpition of any neede wee haue of one.” Ina word albeit: 
weare borne and bred within theſhrilleft found ofthe 
Goſpell, yetas long as wee continue dug meere ani- 
mall; naturall men, -1t- will noctinke into ourheads, that. 
we are in ſuch miſerable caſeas Preachers would make 
vs belecue we are, how iliits like to goe with vs vnleſſe 
we laboriouſly enquire after Chriſt, -and get to be re- 
conciled vnto God by him. Now what more effeQuall 
methade-can wee imagineto beate vs outofthis nanw 
_ rall antipathie againſt out Creatourand Redeemer, yea 
what other contrivance may there be to worke ſuch 
peeviſh wretches, fuch froward rebels out of oneex- 
treme-into another out of deadly: hatred to'/ſincere 
louz of the eternall father and his oricty ſonne, to pull 
downe their proud. ſtomaches, to make them cronech 
and craule vnto his throne of grace, then to makethem: 
ſee in what a hell they are while they ſtand inthis di- 
ſtance from him to: awake their .conſ{ciences-againtt' 
them, and to make rhema terrour vnto themſelnes to; 
letthe Law thunder and lighten intotheir ſoules yntill 
their wits and ſpirits begin ro faike them,. andthen a- 
mid{t all thefeamazing”tepelts to let the glorious Gol-. 
pell of Chriſt ſhine vpon:them, to ſhew them Chriſt 
leſus with his armes of mercy ſtretched out,and vnder- 
B 2 taking 
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taking'tofree:thenr our of all theſe confuſions,andts 
- make«their:peace with his father if they will but come 
ynto him, and truſt their {elues with htm, if they will 
_ butlay.ro-heart,and learne to eſteeme and admire thoſe 
wonders of redemption which he hath. compaſfed for: 
them:Had the: prodigall: fonncs ſtocke held our, and he: 


Q F 
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he had ſetvp his ſtaffe in that farre country, and-quite 
forgot that he ever had father : yea when the tide'was 
goneandhadileft himivpon the ſands:when therevels: 
were ended; his bravery quite worne our into beggery; 
 & himſelf preferred to be an attendanr of acompany of 
hogs, if he:could but haue got his belly-full of.huskes; 
he would hardly haue thought.of returning humes bur 
when theſe were denyed.him,and-:he could ſee nothing! 
butdeath before him,O-now he:comes ro himſelfe,and: 
begins tothinke of a. father he had, and-reſolucstoigoer 
vnto him, though hee might wellſuſnec his entertain-: 
ment. Well,whatſoever that may-prone, he is fure-thee: 


was yera farre off, full ofaboding feares, and diſconſo-- 
late muſings,, behold his father abour his necke before 
hee was: aware of hint, acting anover-joyed man; hee: 
hangs about him; and: kiſſes him, trims himvp with a: 
robe and aring,. conducts him home ina kinde of tri- 
—_  umphy, and welcomes him with the {olemnity of a feaſt: 

: "LEO and muſicke.. Here was: a change for the prodigalle- 
'7 dro? *y poughto haueturned his-braines- as wee ſay. but'ſure. it 
OO erp 4% anuildnorbutturne his heart. Had that beene of marble- 
A eradamant,this could not but melt.it into loue.. O. _ 


I; 
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lyeniRillafloate inthe full-ride of his finfull pleaſares,, 


goes toafarher,and therefore on'he gors, and. when he: 
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-  fracere loue to.Chriſt. ' - + 

Fe a ſwelling,athroging,awraftlingdid he now feele itfhis - 

i bowels of tendreſt paſſions, impatient for want of ex- 

5 \ preſſion 7/O how did he now lay about him with teares 

i of ſorrow and teares of joy,” being much puſled, whe. 

a ther it would-beft become to proſecute his joy-moſt'or 

© | his ſorrow:inbriefe how mad is hee with himſelfe that 

wt hee had beene ſuch a ſonne to ſach a father-7/ Thaue in- 

; liſted the longer vpon the: prodigals'caſe, becaufein. 

, deede it is our owne? For ordinarily, our heavenly fa. 

4 ther vſeth the fame: method to fetch vs/his-prodigutl = —— 
: children home vnto hin, and to- bring vs in loue with A 


his beloued ſonne Ieſus Chriſt, Weeare all:as ſdoneas 
| weeare borne, gotten jnro afarre counmrep,/where wee 
miſ-tpend, mil.omploy allthofe facolties and en- 
dowments;with-which our Creartour hath furniſhed vs, 
inthe revels of ſinne and vanity , walking on merrily 
and confidently x7! 0p au@!v4, 7% R00ETETE AS the A fle 
ſpeakes' Epheſi22 , according torhroonrſe of this wopla: pi 
feffing indeede forfaſhion fake:louebotlvvnro' God'8 
Chriſt, but al{the while denying and diſclaiming therit 
both, in our hearts and converſations . -- But God who 
rich inmercy for his great. loue' wherew!th heh lowed ©8. 
Epbeſ. 2. 4 1. When hee hathdotvs mane ourcCelats 
even out of breath in theſe-riotous:courſes;andeven 
tyred our-ſelues-in our journey'to .hell,” thinkes' 2t 
fit to ſtop our progreſſe; and firſt to-make vsyndet* 
ſtand our ſelues,that: wee may-the\ better efteeme'of 
him and whom'hee hath ſent 'T[ESVJ'S, CHIRIDSF/ 
| EFirſtthen hee inſpires vs with ſTomuch'ſpirituall life; as 
lay makeys feele our ſpitituall burden,conſiſting/ of 
B 3 our 
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- our {innes,and his curſes duevnro them; hee raiſes vp 
many-affrightments, and grim apparitions' in our con- 
- ſciences, he gines Satan-leaueto inſultover vs, whatſo- 
ever outward contentment we faſten on, -to put vs out 
. oftheſe dumpes, hee beates vs-off from.it, heleaues ys 

.not huskes to feed on, he drives ys-out of one ſhifr'intd 
_ another; till at laſt we are driven qur of all, and ſo farre, _ 
that we fee plainely, there is but one way with vs, even - 


to periſheverlaſtingly, vnlefle we-can ger: tobe recoh- © 


iciledvnra him. Now we begin to come to qur'ifelucs, 


and 'perceining our onely courſe which-wee haue left, © 


to be, tocaſt ourſelnes vpon Gods mercy, bur no/get- 
ting neare/yvatothar; voleſle bis juſtice be firſt ſacisfied, 
no poſſibility: of thatioti our parts, 'vnleffe weecanget 
the ſatisfaction of Chriſt impured vnto vs, finding: the 
»Cripturesſo peremptory,. that. there is 70. commm1ng td 
$be: Father, but bythe Sonue, that he that hath the Sotenr; 
hath life, but heethat hath \not the Sanne, hath nat Life, but 
themrath of Goitakidub on him: ah; 3. 30. Q.now wee 
. beginto {ee i&was:to-ſome purpolſe,rhat we have heard 
Preacherscalke ſomuch of Chriſt, now wee beginto 
hearken betterafterhim,to value and admire him;now 
- weWonderhow weicould:endire to be without him ſo 
 long,thatwee couldthinke fo lightly. of him hereto- 
fore, now thoſe holy fits of loue grow vpon vs apace, 
and vpon a. ſuddaine, with the Spoxſe in the Carti- 
ales;; meeure fuckecofilowe;; Now.are wee entred intothe 
lanedffdeſire, 'andavhile/our poore ſoules are (wea- = 
Ibo reſtlefle paſſions, we heare at length Chriſt 
usSinamilde ſtillvoyce, inviting alt ſuch asare wea- 


 farcere loue to Chrift. _ 


> 


— — ——__——— 


ry and heavy ladento-come vnto him,that he may giue 
them reſt - vpon this wee addreſſe:our-{ehues'towards 
him,with our burden vpoh our ſhouldet, and when we 
are got within ken of him, he ſeemes ſomtimes togoe 
backward from vs, to make vs: morc.eageratter.him, 
and .thus oft-times he lets vs ſtand trembling and ſha- 
king, weeping and groaning vnderonnburtens {ll wee 
are even {inking & ſwowning vnderthem;and then hee 
coaveyes themaway,, cleares vp the heavens oyer vs. 
{peakeslikea husbaind vnto'our 7 des by his Spiaizhed 
preſents vs vnto his Father,” who fnow-fmiles-yporrivs 
with a reconciled countenance, and then yutohis Af 
gels, who amongſt all their Hallelutahsgreceinteſome ad- 
dition ynto their triumphant mirth by ourconveriton. 1 
Now noman need tell vs what Chrift hath done fdr . 
vs,we feele reall experiments of all-in our owne hearts, , 
now we haue ſeene,and felt, and taſted how. infinitely 
he hath loued vs, weare ready to make our boaſt of it; 
and with the Pſalmiſt, to invite all ſuch as feare. God / 
purpoſely that we: may declare'vnto them-what hee 

| hath done for our ſoules. Now we areinthat loue of / 
complacency,now we cling vnto him, and would faine 
come out of our (clues, tocreepe vnto him,affeting not * 
onely a vnion, bur a vnity with him, now we beltirre 
our ſelues inall'the holy complements of heavenly » 
loue,never thinking we haue donzenongh; frequently 
bathing our ſclues in thoſe delicious intumacies of our 
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derſtanding, Iappeale to theirexpericnces,' to'whonn 
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meſcthings are no Paradoxes. -: 
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' You feethe. excellent contrivance, 'by which our 
ſtubborne-zebellious hearts arewroughr over vnto the 
ſincerelobe of Teltis Chriſt: I ſuppoſe itnow expedient 
ro cleare this diſcourſe of the original] of vnfayned 
Joue, from ſome.doubrs and ſcruples which may ariſe 


1 Whether none canloue Chriſt in ſincerity , but '- | 
/ thoſe that are brought vnto it by this method ? I ati. .A 
 Twere,not one,ordinarily,if his converſion be wrought 
 byithe Miniſterie of the Word. The reaſon is' plaine 
outof what hath beene deliuered. Weeare to loue 


/ ani . 
. Chriſt as a Saviour: how can wee be brought to thoſe, 


yntill we fcele our fſelues loſt, and ynderſtand what 
1 need wee haue of a Saviour? Wee are to loue him as a 
Mediatour - what reaſon is there tor this, vnleſſe wee 


firſt plainely perceiue God to be our enemy? Laſtly, 


"wee ate to loue him as our Phyſitian : what ſenſe is 
there for that,if we feele not our ſelues in ſome danger, 
if wee feeleno aches orgripings, no ſmart about our 
 ſoules, if wee findeno-good that Chriſt hath done vs, 

. or candoe ys? Himſelfe tells vs, the whole baue no need 
of” the Phyſtian; onely the ſicke,ſuch as feele and acknow- 
ledge themſelues to be ficke, will make vie of him. But 

. hereit's requiſite to obſcrue; that the ſeverall paſſages 
of this great alteration wrought in our affeions, are 
/more or lefle ſenſible, according to the ſeverall condi- 


_ tions of the perſons. Wee are all prodigalls, yer ſome. 
more,ſome lefſe: weeareall gane into a farre contrey;. 


/yerſome rauc agreat deale' farther then others : For 


Uluſtration, ſome haue had amore reſtraining. educa- 
ET Tt es” 


] 


by goodwiſſe. 


i. 
Ee as tes 


ſincere loueto Chriſt, 17 
tion then others, and beene traynedvp ina more inno- 
cent civility, vatill the time of their viſitation , which 
ofc-rimes overtakes them very early,and takes them in 
vefore they are acquainted with the viilanies of the / 

world, or vices of the times: ſuch, though commonly 
they take weeping crofle in their way too,as they come, 
home vnto Chriſt, yet they paſſe not through ſo many 
pikes, ſo many pangs and terrours, but with lefle ſtirre 
and difficulty arriue ſafely at his boſome, and get with- 
in his embraces. On the other ſide, ſome are ſtarke pro- / 
digalls, meere Publicans, ſuch as haue taken their full 
{windge inthe wildeſt exorbitancies, ſuch as haue ſer- 
ved an appretiſhip, perhaps two ar three to the World, , 
the Fleſh,and the Devill, ſuch as theſe, when it pleaſerth 
God to pur his hooke in their noſtrils, to turne them 
round, and make them looke towards heaven , arc 
brought to the lone of Chriſt, even ſtep by ſtep inthat * . 
method which I haue formerly: deſcribed. The other 
are brought vnto the loue of Chriſt, but theſe being 
once brought vnto it,loue him more vehemently; for * 
it's certaine he loues moſt, to whom moſt i forgtven. 

2 Doubt, Whether our loue ynto Chriſt would not : 
be more pure and acceptable vnto him, if it arofe from \ 
an exact, ſteddy contemplation of thoſe infinitely ami- = 
able excellencies, and tranſcendent beauties,which are 
reſplendent in his perſon; he beiwg the brightne(ſe of 210- 
ry, and the expreſſe image of hs Father, Heb.x.3. Or as C: | 
itis verſ;, 9.26. The brightneſſe of the everlaſting light,\ — , W 
the unſpotted mirrour of the power of God, and the mageof WW 
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The triall of our 


I anſivere by propoſing three briefe conſiderations: 

x. That is the trueſ(t loue of Chriſt, which beates vs out 
of our naturall enmitic againſt him,and brings vs home 
with longing affeQions vnto him. Now it's moſt true, 
that the ts of Chriſt, abſolutely conſidered with. 
out the relation ofa Saviour vntovs, is inveſted with 
moſt attractiue excellencies, and ravifhing beauties: 
burifa glimſe of that orient luſtre ſhould Aaſh in the 


_— — 


face of an vnregenerate man, or impenitent ſinner,vn- |} 


tefſe the fancifying ſpirit ſhould at the ſame inſtant re. 
new his heart, it might driue him out of his wits, but 
not out of his ſinnes, it might terrifie him into a deſpe- ' 

rate trance, but not advance him to a kindly extaſic. 
Likewiſe, it one ſhould goe about to winne an enemy 
of grace vnto the loue of Chriſt, by the moſt accurate 
Mertaphyficall diſcourſes of thoſe infinitely ſuperlatiue 
beauties in the Deity abſolutely conftdered,cither they 
would be phantaſticke riddJes vnto him,or at leaſt-wife 
prevaile no more with him to that purpoſe, then it 
would perſwade him toloue one dearely, whom hee 
*- mortally hated,to tel him that he was a comelyGentle- 
man. 2. Suppoſe theſe myſticall contemplations were 
efftectuall this way,yet he that is yet I with 
the power of converting grace, is altogether vndiſpo- 
ſed toſet himſelfe about them. An acute, but vnſancti- 
fyed Schooleman may overſtraine his vnderſtanding 
with a weariſome gaze vpon thoſe inviſible beauties, 
_ and dazell it into a more diſtempered ignorance, but 
not into ſuch a raviſhment of loue,as may warme and 
elevate his affetions: whereas the penitent a aha 4 
L- Y 


fmcere loue to Chriſt. ; 


p— mos -- 


by the grace of converſion, hath felt thoſe ſacred con- 


ut jugall affeRtions already kindled in it ſelfe, may adyan- 
e | tage herſelfeexcellently by ſuch contemplations, by 
©, her intelleuall aſpirings and aflayes, as it were to ſee 
l- him that is inviſible, and by refreſhing her ſelfe with 
h | fwecteſtmeditations of thoſe inconceiueable glories 
* | whichareabouewhere Chriſt fits at the right hand of 
© | God. Sothatſuchcontemplations,though they cannot 
* | ordinarily begin fincere loue vato Chriſt in our hearts, 
" * yetthey may keepe it vp, blow.it into a purer flame,and 
: "| advanceit to a degree of Angelicall ſublimity. 3.That 


loue of Chriſt is moſt ſincere and acceptable vnto him, 


which giues him moſt glory of that which hee deſires 


moſt to be glorifyed in: viz. of his goodnefſle, his attri- 

| butes and workes of mercy in our ſalvation. Hee re- 
quires not aa ayerie, but a fiery loue, Hee reſpects not 

ſo much that ſpeculative loue, which conſiſts ina fim- 

ple amaze of rhe ynderſtanding , or bare admiration 

of thoſe vndiſcovered pertections of his nature, which 


haue not as yet done vs any good, though one day the - 


ſight of them ſhall be a part of ourbleſſedneſſe. Chriſt 


requires that loue of vs, whereby we confeſle our ſelues 


beholding vnto him, that loue which layes vs flat be- 

fore him, and whereby we acknowledge wee owe our 

ſelnes vnto him. I may much admire and applaud a 

man of excellent parts, for his rare endowments, and 

yet thinke my ſelfe no more beholding vnto him, then 
he is to me, yea I may beare grudges againſt him in my 

minde,and be farre from any affectionate loue towards 

him: Even ſo with ſome Schoolemen , and writers of 

| Y | C 2 myſtt- 


os = . z 
. 
. 1 - ; 
4 *W + 4 mo ” 
, add ls, 
woo Funny, NGOs my ooo gr We ins ooo + 4e6= « + 


7. 
. 
ond 
4 I Y + . 4 - 4 PA X " l 6 wt mY 4 4 Tae k 's 
=o 0 rage Pr. —_—_—— — — — a. _— —______”" 


Sw 


w_ a, MOR. TK IE. 


>. - ; by 
2s = 
: A 
- IE . 
af : 6 
» a | 4 
% 4 . 
Fg 7 ns : a; + a 
Kru, , a. " VET: , __& ale p ry 
Fo 7 . & Lg gue bf 
CE ee Ta 2 Cai 


2; % 
54 | 


4 " dag >a. 


 ® Y , 
4 . .» w_ ma 
be \ 6. , A" 
? " is 'K > *- * 


——_ A. oc. Ah. _— FC ne ER 


The triall of our - 


——C __ 


myſticall Theologie I may bufie my braine, and ſet my 


minde a ſtaring vpon that abſolute 1dea of vndefiled 
beauty in the Deity, and yet as lovg as I continue vn. 
fenſible of what Chriſt hath done for my redemption, 
retaine a frozen and aflinty heart. 
If weloue C. only becauſe he hath loued vs,it ſeemes. 


- thatin our louevnto him, we haue a chiefe eye vnto our 


ſclues, & that we loue our {clues more then him, whiclx 


\_ ordinarily cannot be pleaſing vnto him, or any way 


ſtand with ſincerity. For anſwere, we muſt diſtinguiſh 


_ betweene the impulſiue and the finall cauſe of our loue 


vato Chriſt, or in termes ſomewhat plainer, betweene 
the firſt inward occaſion of it, and the maine ſcope of 
t. My care of my owne ſoule originally driues me to 
hearken aftera Saviour, and when I haue found him; 
and finde withall , that hee hath bought me ont of my 
{elfe, that I am not my owne, a$ it is, I. Cor.6,19, hence- 
forth the maine ſcope and principal] ayme ot my loue 
vnto him s to doe that for which chiefely I was crea- 
ted and redeemed, to let goe all intereſt in my ſelfe, to 
give him his whole right,to glorifie him both in my body, 
and in my.ſaule, for both are hs, as it is in the place now 
cited..Sothat my loue vnto my Saviour albcir it come 


 occaſtonally and impulſtuely from my loue of my ſelfe, 
; yet it is terminated principally in his glory, though ac- 
 ceſlorily likewiſe , as hee is contented, it ſhould in my 
| owne happineſle: This is excellently illuſtrated, 2. Cor. 


5. 14+ T5. The loue of Chrift conſtraineth vs, ſaith St Paul: 
why 10? becauſe we thus Tadge, that if one dyed for all, theis 
were all dead:. her? is that originall of our loue —_— ” 

| WAHIICLL 


_ fincere lone zo Chriſt. A 


which I haueſo largely inſiſted vpon, it followeth, aud 

he dyed for all, that they which henceforth line, ſhould not liue 

unto themſelues,but vnto him that dyed for them, and roſe a- 
zaine. This is the end of Chriſts loue vnto vs, and muſt 


be the buſineſſe and maine drift of our loue'vnto him. 
So that our loue vnto Chriſt, ariſing from a tender ap- 
prehenſion of his loue vnto vs, 1s not mercinary, but 
makes moſt for his honour, ſeing that if he had not pre- 
vented vs,wee ſhould in ſome ſort haue ſtood vpon e- 
quall termes with him. Laſtly it is his good pleaſure, 


that we ſhould loue that moſt which is beſt for vs, that 


in which moſt conſiſts our perfection, if therefore wee 
loue him as our perfection, conceiving our ſcelues to be 
worſe then nothing without him, if wee remoue our 
ſelues as it were into him, and according to that ſweete 
phraſe of the Apoſtle, hide our lines with him in God: 
Though all this while impſcitly wee loue our ſelues, 
yet we neede not doubt of our ſincerity: this is the very 
love which he requires.St Pauls lone vnto him was ſuch 
as this. Gal.2 ,20.Tlint,yet not 1, but Chriſt in mee, and the 
life which I now line in the fleſh, Tline by the faith of the ſors 
of God: marke the reaſon, and firſt the inducement to all 
this, who hath loued mee, and einen himſetfe forme. Its ume 
dy your patience to come to ſome application. 


r. Forexamination, to perſwade every man, that _ 


would not cozen himſelfe in his perſyaftons concer- 
ning his ſpirituall eftate, ſpeedily, and impartially to 


examine the loue he ſuppoſes he bearcs to Chriſt Tefus | 
by what we haue amply diſcourſed concerning the true 


and proper Originall of it, Thou pretendeſt moſt entire 
oo & 3 loue 
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loue vato Chriſt Ieſus, whom thou calleſt thy ſaviour, 
thou would(t ſpit in his face,that ſhould ſhake any ſeri- 

- ous queſtion of it, thou art confident that thou doſt not 
difſemble with him: Well then, vpon this ſuppoſall 
give me leaue to ſound thy lincerity with theſe interro- 
gatories, Doſt thou remember a time when thou hadſt 

-not thatloue in thy breaſt which now thou reckoneſt 
vpon for ſound and currant, though thou canſt not pre- 

_ ciſely tell when thou got/ſt it*canſt thoutell ypon what 
occaſions, orgeſſe at the manner how thou attainedſt 
it? Wertthou brought vnto it by thatmethod which 
I haue diſcovered, or atleaſt by one ſomewhat like 
it? If thy conſcience can now anſweretheſe propo- 
fals affirmatively, why then I hope thou mayeſt picke a 
great deale of ſound comfort out of the precedent dif. 
courſe which will teſtifie vnto thee that thou loueſt 
Chriſt vpona true grougd, and that therefore, that. 
ws and fayour of God with all the bleſſings iſſuing 

rom it,appertaines vato thee, which theApoſtle wiſhes 
zo all thoſe which loue Chriſt eſus in ſincerity . But on the 
contrary,if thy conſcience ſtartat theſe demands, and 
begin to fumble at them,making as if it did not vnder- 
ſand them, if they driue thee to confeſle, that thou 
knoweſtno ſuch matter by thy ſelfe ; why then my dif 
courſe will conclude thy pretended loue vnto Chriſt, 
to be but ameere fancie,and thy ſelfe for the preſent to 
be but anvahappy man. To goe yet more particularly 
to worke in this examination according to the method | 
aboue propoſed.' Haſt thou beene experimentally con- 
vinced inthy owne ſoule in what deſperate caſe thou 
| | att 


F ad 
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fmcere loue to Chriſt. 23 


: art by nature? Haſt thou clearely perceiued to be true in | 
"i thy ſelfe whatſoever the Scriptures tell thee of the 
z monſtrous proneſle of mans heart to any evill, and vn- 
t | towardneſletoany good? Haſtthou been made topoſ- 
{elſe rhe ſinnes of thy yourh,as holy 1ob was? and hauethe 
; terrours of God ſtared thy guilty conſcience in the 
: facc,and aftrighted italmoſt into a bloody ſweate, and 
; then hath there appeared as it were an Angell comfort- 
: ing thee?Haſt thou felt thy ſelfe a condemned man,and 
;  _evengoingtoexecution, and hath Chriſt Iefus inthe 


nicke ſtept in with thy pardon both purchaſed and fea- 

led with his owne moſt pretious blood * If thou haſt 

felt either theſe paſſages,or ſome which may ſerue pro- 
proportionably inſteed of them, to be the cauſe of that 
E 1 which thou profeſſeft vnto Chriſt, Idare not queſtion 
. the ſincerity of it,leaſt with thoſe, ZFech.13.1wound chat 
E1 ſoule, which ſhould not dye, and make the heart of him ſad, 
- | mhomthe Lord hath not made. ſad . I ſhould wrong thee 

| exceedingly not to beleeue that Chriſt is him whom 
| thy ſoule laueth, and that with S. Pas/s.conitraining 
loue, alone as ſtrong as death, which many waters caunot 
quench, neither ſhall the floods drowne it.Cant.8.7.But now 
on the contrary,to coclude negatiuely from the former 
interrogatories,to inferre the want of ſincerity in any 
man for his not feeling thoſe paſſages as they ate verba- 
in propoſed, would be too rigid, and perhaps raiſe 2 
tumult in a well ſetled conſcience - Onely thus much 
Ile ſay,ifall of them ſound as riddles and vncouth my- 

ſeries vnto thee, If thou never kneweſt any thing like 

to what was propoſed by thy ſelfe,as I feare maby have 

not. 
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not. It thou knoweſt not what it meanes to come hea. 
wyladen, poore in ſpirit, hunzry and thirſty unto Chriſt: 
why then I wonder thou ſhouldſt be fo ſottiſh as to 
conceiue, or impudent as to afhrme, that thou loueſt 
Chriſt,if:thou wouldſt haue vsvnderſtid thee, that thou 
loueſt him in ſincerity. I doc ſuppoſe thou loueſt him 
vpon cuſtome, as thou doſt the faſhion ofthy country 
in which thou haſt beene borne and bred, but ſo does 
the greateſt part of the world defic him, vpon as good a 
Sround as that : ſo does a Turke loue Hahemer,one of 7 
the baſeſt miſcreant that ever was, vpon as ſubſtantiall  *? 
a ground as that. But wee ſpeake of that tranſcendent 
loue of him, which cannot poſſibly be due vnto any one 
elſe, and which would be moſt due vnto him, though 
all the lawes and cuſtomes in the world ſhould vniver- | 
ſally conſpire to crie it downe. Doft thou profeſle ſuch 
aloue vnto him,and knoweſt not wherefore? nor vpon 
what occaſion thou wert moued vnto it? It would vexe 
a man to the ſoulc, who knowes indeede whatit is to. 
Toue Chriſt, and how himſelfe was brought vato it, to 
conſider the confident ſtupidity of multitudes in every 
place who will not be put out of their dreame,that they 
meane as lovingly to Chriſt as any man, when as in- 
deede they are notas yet come fo farre as to perceiuc 
any proper reaſon why they ſhould loue. him, or what 
reaſon hee hath to expe any loue from them. I know 
they will ſay,they loue him becauſe hee dyed for them, 
and they hope to be ſaued by him : Alas theſe are 
words of courſe,and as {one ſpoken as any other: they 
ſay this, becauſe they were ever taught to ſay ſo, & ne- | 
"0p - "or 
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yerlined among any that ſaid the contrary. Beloued, it i 
isnot the ſaying of this, or beleeuing it confuſedly like 1 
ſome old ftory or tradition will melt our conjcaled = 
hegrts into the loue of Chriſt: No, itmuſt be a through , F 
diſtin feeling of it in our owne ſoules, it muſt be the © | 
experience of this, which makes vs enamoured on him | 
and ſets our hearts a mounting towards him in thoſe ſe- "I 
raphicall flames of anctified affection. | 
2. The Originall of ſincere loue vnto Chriſt, being 
diſcovered, and directions giuen for ſelfe.examination J 
concerning it, a ſecond vie ſhall be for caution againſt | 
many cozening ſemblances of loue yato Chriſt, which ol 
may make vs thinke a great deale better of our ſelues £ | 
then wee haue reaſon, which may eafily be diſcovered | 
by trying them by this Originall. To inſtancein ſome 
particulars: There is many a Rufhan in tHis kingdome, 
who if hee ſhould hearea ew blaſpheming Chriſt, his 
blood would quickly be vp, he would long to be doing 
with him,and be hardly kept from hacking him in pic- 
ces. O whatafriend vnto Chriſt will ſuch aman ſup- 
poſe himſelfe to be, he will conceipt hee hath behaved 
himſelfe like a Templer, and done him knights ſervice, 
and a hundred to one, butin this humour, he will call 
his companions #9 come and ſee the Feale which he hath for 
Chrift 1eſis. But it there were any ſuch ſwaggering Zelor 
in this aſſembly, I would aske him theſe queſtions: 
Doſt thou not thinke a hot ſpirited Turke would haue 
fallen as foule ypon the /ew,ift hee had taken him villify-. 
ing his Mahomet? Wouldſt thou not vndergoeas dan- 


gerous a quarrell to winne the favour, or pleaſe the 
humour - 
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| "humour of thy miſtrefſe 2 Would'tthou not thy ſelfe, 


or atleaſt doſt thou not know ſome who. will quarrell 
asſernely about a pipe of Tobacco, orthe pledging of 
a health: Laſtly,haſt thou not ſuffered thy companions 
'to blaſpheme Chriſt in their oathes, perhaps awhole 
day together, 8 thy zeale allthe while hath beene very 
well contented:with it? :Youſee by theſe queſtions fs: 
whar variety of carnall. vaſandtzfyed motiues. this 
ſeeming, plauſible:zeale may ariſe, and therefore in all 
ſuch caſes, irmuch.concernes vs,. to haue an eye to the 
true originall: of all duties of loue.,. to confider, not ſo 
much what we doe; as-what makes vs to doe it,. and.in 
a word,to judge of our affetions,not by the heate, but 
by the fewell.. Fora ſecond Inſtance : Many.in rex 
ding: the hiſtory:of our Saviours lite ,. and conſidering 
his ſ\weete,debonnaire, and vnofftenſiue carriage, and 
withall the contradiction of finners, the inſolencies of 
proudind churliſh miſcreants, which he endured with: 
an vnimitable patience,will finde their heartsever and 
anonrifing in indignation againſt the Scribes and Pha- 
riſces, and even tenderly ſympathizing with our Savi- 
our. Theſe men may: preſently imagine themſclues to- 
be deepely inloue with Chriſt, but they. may be miſc- 
rably. miſtaken.. Let them conſult. with.their owne ex» 
perience, and obſerue; whether they are not moued to: 
as ſenſible paſſions, by.the reading of any otherſtorie, 
though profane, ifitbe any. way proportionable vnto- 
the Evangelicall: ſtory. for occurrences: twenty to one. 
burtthey will finde it ſo :: There 1s not any good ſtory, 
either.facred or profanc,but. forthe moſt part ir Tg 
the- 
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'—" rhe minde of the reader, for the time atleaſt, into fome 
ell faction. Wherein it's evident, that ſuch ſtirrings of 
of the affections, may proceed from a bare hiſtoricall 
ns | faith, joyncd with that common ingenuity of nature, : 
le which teaches vs to: adore the heroycall vertues: of 
'y | - Worthies, long ſince deceaſed, andto commilerate: 
0 |  theirvndeferved diſaſters. Yea, which is worth obſer-- 
s #7 vation, they may proceed from this common-ingenui- 
1þ ty, by the meere working ofthe fancie, without any 
CC $ * hiſtoricall belicfe atall. We findeit by experience in 
_ reading amorous ſtories, or hiſtories of ſtrange adven- 

n tures, which though weknowand belecue to be fay- 


6 ned, yet oft-times,if handſomely contriued, they raiſe 
£ more ſerious tumults of paſſions-in our mindes,then the 
; moſt reall-ſtories we can meete with, Nowthe' reaſon 
l of it (if my owne fancie taile mee not ) is, becauſe the 
Y imagination, which hath the ſame command over the: 
| paſhons, which the Poets haue giuen eo ouer the 
windes, is it ſelfe ſtirr'd vp to ſympathize with all ſuch 
repreſentations as are exquiſitely ſhaped: and limb'd 
1 according toitr's owne Ideas and:inward contrivances:: 
| and in this caſe, the imagination poring vpon the re- 
' preſentation it ſelfe, ſo that ſuite well with it's owne 
images within, it regards not much, whether it be of 
an acted truth, or of a poſſibility, forgetting,as it were, 

_ Tor the preſent, to diſtinguiſh what might haue beene 
from what hath beene. This obſervation directs mee 
to a third Inſtance, with which I will conclude : ſome 
perhaps may weepe devyoutly at a Paſſion Sermon,and: 
preſently imagine their teares to be diſtillgtions of _ 
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der affeQions vnto Chriſt ; They may beſo, but they 
may yery calily not be ſo. Whoknowes not, that the 
charmes of eloquence about any ſad argument, may 
ealily ſteale good ſtore of teares from an auditory of 
women, or of ſoft natur'd men © Solemne Muſicke, a 
_ good Pavin will doc as much: any liuely repreſentati- 
onof a Tragicall accident, whether reall or imaginary, 
will doe as much: Amongſt thoſe that can be fo ill bu- 
fied, as to fit 3 or 4 houres ata Tragedie, ſome can be 
ſo wiſely, good natur'd too, as to weepe heartily at it. * 
You ſecinto what variety of miſtakes,offices of loue 
vnto Chriſt may put vs, while we conſider them looſe 
by themſelues, and examine them not by that which 
oughtto be the fundamentall inducement vato them . 
in our hearts, you ſee how expedient it is to judge of 
theſe complementall expreſſions of loue vnto our bleſ- 
_ {ed Saviour by our hearts, and not of our hearts by 
them, and by conſequent, you ſee of what excel- 
lent vie this doctrine of the ground, or erici- 
nall of our lone vnto Chriſt is. 
To God the Father, &C. 
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ASUS FUPots FRUPIBUEG (91 
TO THE READER, 


Onrteows Reader : IT here preſent thee 
with ſome peects and fragments of an in- 
tire and inf} diſcourſe intended by the_s 
4 uthor , concerning that wſefall and 
21; 2) worthy Argument,the ſyncerity and iri- 
all of aChriftians loge to Chriſt: 18 was the glory of the 
laſt age,that among other miracles, God bleſſed it with 
the reſurrettionof Learnive tt being a time wherein li- 
ved and flouriſhed men famous for learning and piette, 
whoſent abroad into the world many large volumes for 
the vindicating of Goas true religion and worſhip from 
Barbariſme, Error and Superition: Cand' th apart of 
the happineſſe of this our Age,that (beſide the ſame truth 
Fill maintained) it hath ſent forth many famous Trea- 
tiſes concerning the nature of faith , the power and pra- 
iſe of Religion, EAmongFH which, 1his would not hane 
beene of the leaſt note, zf the Author himſelfe had lined to 
_ finiſh it: 4 continuation and perfeiting whereof 1 can- 
not hope for fromsethers, much leſſe dare I preſume 10 at- 
tempt it my ſelſe,as ever loathing that ſoleciſme 
' Hor. Art,Poet, ---- vt turpiteratrum 
Deſtnat in piſcem mulier formoſa ſuperne. 
Take therefore theſe Sermons as they were delivered & 


| left by him: What is done in them 1had rather ſhould ap 
| 4B peare 
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To the Reader. 


peare 10 thy — «ng in the ſerious readins , than from 
my opinion of them: onely let mee intreat thee to read" 
them with the ſame ſpirit they were written ( for thats 
the way to profit by other mens workes ) and content not 
thyſelfe to trifle away ſome odade houre in them, but re. 
ſerne them to ſome ff y mo retired thoughts and ſeve. 
reft meditations, ſo mazſt thou by Gods bleſſing finde_ 
ſomething to frengthen the aſſurances of thy hopes by 
Chriſt,and toencreaſe thy futare care and loge #0 ſyme- 
rity. 1n which reſpefts,fthey profit any into whoſe hands 
they come,1 ſhall the leſſe blame the importunity of ſome 
who for that cauſe earneſtly deſired them,and the leſſe re- 
gara the cenſure of others, who may haply miſlike the 
publiſhing of them, As his converſation was ſweet , ſows 
bu memory pretious,to me as t0 any other : Neither can1 
Y _ t#hinkeitany way Fained by this FG of lowe wherein 
* Tchoſe rather to pins life to ſome things of His, than that 
6; all ſbonld ate with him, All the good be thine , and all the 
Glory, Goas, Farewell. | 
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x, Con. V. 1a. OP: 
Tf any man loue not the Lord Jeſus C briſtle | 


him be Anathema Maranatha. 


 * x Aint Pavia being now to 
Naz, cloſe vp his Epiſtleco the Corin- 
2 >/= © thians, and having thus farre vſed 
B4& the helpeof a Scribeis willingto 
&= ogiucthemthe farewell ſalutation 
in his owne hand-writing : The ſa- 
 /ntation of me Pant with my owne 
 hand,inthe verſe beforemy Text. 
His falutation in this as in all the reſt of his Epiſtles is a 
ſolemne Apoſtolicall benediaion , wiſhing them the 
ue and favour of Godin Tefus Chriſt in the verſe 
ollowing my Text. Bute now knowing too well how 
many falſe brethrenthere wereat Corinth , who were 
content indeed to profeſſeChriſt for ſome outward car- 
nall reſpects , hut did groſſely difſemble with him in 
their hearts , leaſt ſuch ſhould miſapply this comforta- 
ble ſalutation vnto themſclues, leaſt ſuch dogges ſhould 
imagine theſe holy things to begiuen them , he ſalutes - 
B 2 them 
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them after another manner, 8: prevents their preſump- 
tion by this terrible chundring execration : 1f any man 
loge not the Lord Jeſus Chrift let him bee Anathima 
Maranatha, 

This Text is ſomewhat obſcure by reaſon of the 
ſirange words whichare init, which ( ſetting aſide all 
curioſitie) I will vnfold as nakedly as | can that] may 
in few words lay opena plaine way to thc ſenſe and i 10- 
ſiraciuemarter of this Scripture. The word Anathema 
13a Greeke word: in Engliſh it ſignifies Accurſed: 'The 
7 words 1 aran-atha are Syriacke, and fi 1gnifie 1 in Eng- 
3 Wann, > Lan - liſh;Owr Lord commeth. That the full meaning of the 
| Fi D com, holy Ghoſt in the vſe of theſe words may-more cleare- 

oY C ly boconceaued: y.you; youare to be advertiſed that 

ny > inthis Text there isan alluſton vnto the Iewiſh manner 
of Excommunication which was twofold. 7, The fitft 

anon. fr drocphin eofitcalled Nidani was oncly a ſeparatign fora 

time,commenly torthirie daics from all commerce or 

ſocietie with any-man withia a certaine diſtance. This 

is thought cobethat which is called in the New Teſta- 

mentacaſting our ofthe Synagogue; ' 2, The' ſecond 

more ſevere and. terrible-then the former was, when a 

ſcandalous offender with cures outof the law of Moſes 

was in the iro audience, of b.ehE!v wh le Church 


i 


Lok. 


in Ee: new Te "ARE 5k vp vnto Sachan,This 
in Hedrew Cheremin Greeke is called *Arddvrwa, which 
word you hauein the Text; This Anarhema was two- 
ſold. x. Simple when what I haue now mentioned was 
| performed 
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atha,when belides all other maledictions out of the law 


they added this clauſe, Owr Lordcommeth: By.which 
forme the excommunicated perſon as deſperate and 


quite forlorne, without all hope of pardon or reſtititi- 


on,was left into the hands of the Lord to receauctrom 


him an heavy dooine at his comming. This then being 
applied vato my Text the ſenſe runnes thus : It any 
man loye not the Lord Tefus Chriſt let hxm be accurſed 


and that in the moſt deſperate manner , expeRing, due- 


vengeancefrom the Lord when he commeth< pwgrdory 
ales with his holy millions to execute indaement upon 
all. and to convince all that are vnzoaly,as it is1n Enochs 
prophelie recorded by S.7ade,to which this laſt degree 
ofexcommunication Maraz-atha ( or as the Syrians 
pronounce it) Morax-etho , cur Lord commeth. may 
probably ſeeme to haue ſpeciall reference. -Ifany man 
&c.By any man ynderſtand any man that liues 1n thc 
lighr of the Goſpell;that profeſles and rhinkes-himſelte 
a.Chriſtian; for ro ſuch $, Payl-direas his ſpeechzitany 
man thus qualified love nor Chriſt: Tefus' lerhim-be ac- 
cu:{d:inthe higheſt degree. It cannot bee expected 
that ſuch as'{4r- in the darkneſlſe of Gentiliſme ſhould 


loue that Chriſt whomthey haue not heard; &there- 


tore albeittheit caſe be Jamentable becaule they heare 
otno Saviour, yet ſure theirs is farre morefearetul who 
heare him daily preaching in their ſtreets,and take little 
notice of him,but neglect him and trample him- vader 
foot. 1f any man lone not: lome imagine an Hebraiſme 
tolye ceuched in theſe words, Zoe por, ſuppoling; the 
8 y - ſeſe 


pertormed, 2, VVith an addition, =41athewma Maran- 


f a Chriflians 
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ſenſe to be,ifany man hate ; and indeed thisis the ſenſe, 
butin my weake indgement the-conceit of an He- 
braiſme is needleſle, ſeeing that as our Saviour tells vs 
Luc. 11-23. He that # not with him is againft him , and 
queſtionleſſe, whoſoever profeſles his name, and yet 
| loues him noe, he bates him atthe yery heart. But if my 
conieQure deceaue me not,my Text may receaue ex- 
cellene light from Epheſ, 6.v.vit.Grace be with all theme 
that lone Onur Lord leſs Chriſt & agSagole, in puritie or 
ſpraceritie. I ſuppole thoſe whom S. Paul curles in my 
Text tobe directly oppoſed to thoſe whom hee there 
bleſſes; and ſeeing to the Epheſtans hee bleſſes thoſe 
who loued Chriſt with an vncorrupt ,vnmixed , vnfai- 
ned loue,its likely that in my Text he beſtowes his im- 
precations vpon thofe who make great ſhewes of loue 
ynto Chriſt with their mouthes , but vndervalue and 
deſpiſe him intheir hearts. - 

The Text being thus explained ( not tomangle it 
with an vnneceſſlary diviſion) affords this material do- 
arine, Whoſoever he be that profeſſes himſelfe aChri- 
{tian, and thinkes himſelfeverily tobe fo , and yet hath 

_nottheloueef Chriſt Ieſus kindled and fſetled in his 
heartis in a moſt dangerous and curſed eſtate. | 
| Great variety of reaſons and proofes might be pro- 
duced for the enlargement and confirmation of this 
point: thoſe which I intend to make vſe of, I will re- 
duce vnto two'generall conſiderations which will ſuf- 
ficiently. manifeſt both how fearefully and how iuſtl 
he ſtands accurſed,who profeſiing Chriſt Ieſus wit 
- hismouthentertaineth him not with his beſt affections 
q in 
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in his heart. 1, My firſt conſideration is this, that who- 
foever hath not 1imbraced Chriſt lelus with the ſwee- 
teſt ynion of reall loue, hath no part in him, and there- 


foreall rhe curſes ofthe Law ſtand in full force againſt 


him. 1 ſhall not need to infiſt vpon the aggrayation, of 
the wofull condition of him who is yet in bondage to 
thelaw, Marke I beſeech you the exquilite rigouc of it 


compriſed in that one ſenrence Deut. 27.26, Gal.3.10. 


Curſed is every one who continueth not tn all things 


which are written in the booke of the Law to doe them.. 
O then how infinitly accurſed are all of vs naturally, 


who on the contrary,haue continued in the violation of 
all things which are written in it, I am periwadedfhows- 
ſoever ſomeproud heretiques of theſe times haue pra- 
ted) that there is no man ſo ſtupid, or ſenſeleſſe of the 
miſcric of being tryed by the Law withoutany appeale 
vnto the Goſpel1but in his ſerious moods when God 
ſhall in ſome meaſure awake hiscoaſcicnce he will con- 
feſſe it had beene better for him never to haue beene 
borne, then that God without the mediation of his'San 
ſhould call him to a punctual] account for the moſt 
harmelefſe and vnoffentine day of his whole life. Now 
what can a man haue to comfort and {ecure his ſoulein. 
theſe fad meditations butthis, that God is ſuperabun-- 
dantly mercifull,infomuch that he ſext his owne Sorme to. 


redeeme ws from the curſe of the Law , and to bee made a © 


curſe for vs,Gal.z.13. Theſe indeed are beauenly con- 
ſolations and ſuch as never fayle thoſe who are rightly 
qualified for them:But now they appertainenor to ſuch 


as loue not Chriſt Leſus,to ſuch as knowe not how to 
value- 


Oo 
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value and worthily eſteeme the glorious purchaſes of 
his paſſion. It's true. God is mercituli infinirely aboue 
all finite conceipt, but ſoishee juſt too : Magnifie his" 
i mercy as long as thou wilt, thou canſt neyer doe ite- 
az ncugh,but when all is done thou maiſt fay as much for 
his juſtice as S.Pau/, Roman. x 1.22 equally admires zhe 
' / gooaneſſe and ſeverity of God, Whoſoever hee bethen 
who lookes for mercyfrom God withont Chriſt , who 
only hath fatisfied his juſtice dreames not ſo much to 
| finde Godmercifull as to find him vniuſt, Nov to come 
; neererto the point,can any man be ſo ſottiſh or impu- 
dently preſumptious as to hope to fare the better for 
Chriſt who ſees nothing deſirable in him £ Vho isfo 
farre from counting all things dung that he may win him, 
as S,Pauldid Phil.z,8.that he even preferres dung the 
baſeſt traſh & vanities of the world before him?ls it like- 
ly that he ſhould haue any releife from the Goſpell who 
is ſo farre from counting all things loſſe for the excellency 
of the knowledge contained ;n it as S.Pantdid,thathe ca 
tali no ſuch excellency init, that he ſhould looſe one far- 
= __ _ "thing, forbeare onepleaſure, forgoe one vanitie for it. 
E) | Our Saviour himſelfe Mat.10.37.expreſly tells vs, Hee 
_-- that loueth Father or Mother more then me is not wor- 
2 thie of me,that is, whoſoever loues what he hath beſt rea-. 
{onto loue in this life more then his Saviour,is not wor 
thie to haue any benefit by him , ro have any ſhare in 
his merits? VVhat then thinke we,can they expect from 
him who are ſo coldly affe&ed towards him, that they 
. preferre every trifle before him ? 4/! rhe promiſes of God | 
(faiththe Apoſtle) 2.Cor: 1:20.77 him(in Chrift Zeſus) 


7 are 
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are yea,and in him Amen, thatis , ſureand infailible. 
- Burt ſtill in Chrz/f 7e/as: And whats this to any man 1t he 
S  himſelfe benotin him ? And how can he be in hin+bur 
; by louing him, The accurſed eſtate of rhe ialſe hearted 
y Chriſtian who preſumes much vpon Chriſt, whom in- 
; deed hee hath nothing to doe with, will moreattright 
| him if he would but conſider it in other men. VVho 1s 
there amongſt vs but willmuch pitty and bemoanethe © 


lamentable condition of the poore Ir1ans, and other %, 
Savages of the ynchtiftian worls, wiole iouicsare over- = 
clouded with the blackeſt miſts of 1rreligion that the 
Prince of darknes can poſſibly inwrap them, who come 
into the world knowing not wherefore, and goe out of 
it dreaming not whether,but linehere a while without 
Godinthe world, and then goe tothe generation of | 
their fathers, where they ſhall never/ee Wight torvie the 
. words of the Plalmiſi,Plal.g9.19;A heavy caſe indeed 
beyond all expreſſion of a Tragoedy , and which can- 
not be ſufficiently bewailed with an ocean of teares of 
blood, But now whoſoever he be within the Paradiſe 
of the Chriſtian Church who hath nothing to diſtin- | 
guith him from theſe miſcreants but his outwatd con-* 
tormity-ro the lawes and cuſtomes of the place where/ 
he liues, who hath nothing to proue himſelfe a Chriſti-- 
an but outward formalities,the charity of other men &&, 
11s owneſleight imaginations whoſoever hee bee thar, 
hathnotas yeteſpied ſomething in Chriſt Ieſus ſo a- 
mtable as that in earneſt ic may challenge his whoſe 
hearcbetore all the pompe and pleaſure in the world, F 
lay that man whoſoever he be may keepe his moanes & 
: C teares 
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reares for himſelfe: it's his owne caſe - for, for the pre- 
ſent vatill the fpirit of grace ſhall ſtartle him vnto more 
{nle of che mercies of Chriſt , hee is iQ as bad a caſe as 
the (illieſt Indian, - I meane in reſpect of the worldto 
 come,for in this life the moſt diſſembling Chriſtians 
| partaker of many ſweetbleſſings which the Goſpel] vſes 
to Carry about with it from country to country , by 
which it civillizerh and pollſherh the moſt rude & bar- 
barous nations, But for the ioyes of eternitie, what ber- 
ter claymecan he lay vato them then the wild Ameri- 
can? Hee hath no more to doe with Chriſt then the'o- 
ther, Hee hath lined indeed where hee hath heard much 
take of Chriſt;of redemprion, and the glorious liberty 
of the ſonnes of Gods but what's allthis to him who 
could neverrelliſh any of theſe things, who never tooke {| 
them to heart;never could finde any ſweetneſle in them | 
but paſſed them over like fome vacouth myſticall fa- 
bles? Beloued-wee muſt not thinkethat lining within 
_theayre ofthe Goſpell;amongſt Churches and Bibles, 
*- , candiſtingutſh vs from Infidels, exetpr vs from the ti. 
- gor ofthe law,andentitle vs to Chriſt ? No ſuch maz- 

, ter, Chriſt came Unto his owne but his owne yeceaued 

, btn not{aith S© 1ohn: 'were his owne then ever the bet- 

, ter for him? Nota whit. Our Saviour whil{t hee was 
talking with the ewes, loh. 3.40.tells them, yee well not 
com: unto me that yee might haue life : Hee was come 
*vnto the:n,but they would not coine vnto him. Albeit 
thea Chriſt vilit vsnever ſo frequently, if wee welcome 
him not with thatjoy with which Zace once did, 
though he paſſe never ſo often by our hearts , ifweein- 
£ vite 
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vite him not in, and gethim to.ſup and lodge with vs, 


wee muſt looke to getno more by him then thoſe vn- 
happy miſcreants who neverheard of his name. Its con- 
ſiderable to this purpoſe which S* Paw! hath, Gal.5.6. 
In Chriſt Ieſus nenther circumciſion nor vncircumciſion 


availeth any thing but faith which worketh by loxe, that 


is,outward markes or priviledges advantage a man no- 
thing in Chriſt [efus vnleſſe ke beſo ſenſibly perlwaded 
of thoſe miracles of compaſſion which Chriſthath-per- 
formed for his ſoule,that vps this perſwation he thinks 
he can never loue him enough and therefore ſubmits 
his whole ſoule vnto him inavniverſalt obedience yn- 
to his will, . 

To drawe towards a concluſion ofthis point , let vs 


ſcanne alittle Pſal.2.12, Ke the Sonne lea? hee be an- 


gry axa yee periſh from the way, and this Pſalmecon- 
raines a cleere prophecie of our Saviour and ſuch great 
ones of the world as ſhould oppofe themſelues againſt 
him,whom'yer the Prophet youchſafeth to direQ,v.10 
For all this they might make theirpeace with God :the 
chiete part of the direQion is ſet downe in the words 
which you haue now heard; Xz/e the Sonne, thar is,rc- 
verence,reſpec&t,cmbrace the Sonne of God, Why {o ? 
Leafs by his arger yee periſh from the way : from what 


way ? The Svriack RY tells you men wrkeb te 


his way. He bimſelfe is the only way vnto his Barher.to- 


o 


-Whom #0 man commeth but by him, as him{clfetelis vs 


inthe Goſpell, Whoſoever therefore hands off from 
Chit Iclus,and flrines not to kifſe,that is,rc bee vnited- 
vnto him by the choifeft ewinnes of deareſt affetion 
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mult needs periſh out of the way to lite, continue (till in 
his finnes expeRing all the curſes of che law to fall ypon 
him, Th: Law was our Schoolma#ter to bring vs vnta. 


 Chreſt,(aiti the Apoſtle, Gal,3. 24. VVhar to bring vs 
within the ſound of hisname 7 To bring, vs to talke and 


* diſcourſe of him 2 More then ſo, to amaze vs with the 


horrour ofaur finnes, and to. make vs feele wharnced 
wehaue of a Saviour,and hauing one offered vs, to lay 
taſt hold on b1m whatſoever it coſt vs, and to prize him 


__abcuealltheIewels in the world. But 1: the Law can- 


not prevaile fo much with vs as to make vs groane for a 
redeemer,tomake vs come crouching vnder our bar- 
dens vnto Chriſt Teſus, we muſt continue [til] ynger the 
laſþ.Its true which the Apoſtle hath, v. ſeq. that after 

faith is come we are n0 longer uney 4 Schoolmaſler: But 
if this faith which is inſeparably toyned with love ne» 
Ver coine; we are ſureto ſmart viider his heauy hand 
though ail eternity, 

You have heard the firit part of his burden who in 
thelight of the Goſpeil does not really loue C. 1. v7. 
that he has no part in Chrift and therefore all the curles 
ofthe laiv belong vaio tim , One would thinke there 
needed no more to bee fayde to proue him accurſed 
who lones not C; I. ſcing this haiing no part in him 
includes more horrors and terrors then it's poſſivle tor 
the braine of man to thaperne Ideas of .-But I muſt te! 
you that as heauy a doome as this is, yer is it but light 
in compariſon of Which i {tall deicribe.yoto you in a 
ſecond conſideration viz: whotocuer he be thar is Ca- 
techiſed/and brought vp inthe Chriſtian proteſſion and 
yet 
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ver doth not hartily and tyncerely atte&t Chr: {. beſides 
all the curſes due vnto his finnes againſtthe Law, hee 


rreafures vp" vnto himſelte a fare more-compleat vens, . 


geance for lis diſeſteeme and contempt ofthe Goſpel 


Te were well; beloued if when![Chr: I: , comes vato a” 
man andthat man receaueshimnor,ithelete him jan ; 
worle cate thenihe fount. hi, thoug a thatiyare: vncon-; 
ceaucably miterable: Bur it's neuer ſp... Foxit he enter-. 
taynesnot Chriſt as a Sauiour , he is ſure to haue him, 
henceforth his accuſer and it he will notadmute him ad. 
{alutemghethallhaue liim whether he will orno gdTe-: 


fimoninm, los trie which our ſfauiour told Nrcodemmus 
10h: 3.17. That God ſent not his ſonne into the world to 
condemne th: world, but that the world through him 
might be fanen :| Chriſt doth not Tnocke at-any mans 
heart with thitinitent that he- may haue the more ad- 


vantage again(t him it he Jet htm not 12, Ho he- comes 


with purpoſ c and define to bring in ſaluation with him: 
but it he and his falvarion be ſo little regarded that we 
entcrtay: ce him only with a few cold complements at 
doore, as I nay ſay, andſo diſmiſſe hin, © then he 
20Cs away in a rage, and complaines to his fa- 
ther that for ſuch vngratefull wreeches hee ſhedd his 
cearet bioud. And therefore though God ſent not his 
{onne fnto the world te condemneir, yctitfollowes in 


the next veric, He that veleeuett z0k is condemned alrea- 


F 
ay,becanuſe he belecverh not in the name of the only begot- 


12a ſonne of God Condemned che beleeneth not. Why? 


the Law had ſufficiently condemned him before. True, 
but now God offers him a pardon by his fonne to ex. 
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empt him from condemnaris, which ſecing he ſcornes, 
or cares not to accept God,willnow not only hauc the 
other condemnation to continueit's forceagainſt him, 
but he will load him with another more heauy , which 
ſhall neuerbe reverſed by any pardon. Thisis made 
more plaine by the verſe following This is the condem. | 
nation that light us come into the world and men tout 

darkeneſſe rather then light. z,e, For this is that great 

and finall condemnation , which can neuer be remitted, 

ras that ofthe Law may , that Chriſt is come into the 

, world bringing redemption with him, & menare ſo lit- 

 tlefenſible of it,fo dully affeed with ir, that they care 

_ fnotfor making any vſe of him, but had rather continue 

- Satan's priſoners ſtiil,then come forth into his marve- 

' lous light. So that the negle& of Chriſt Ieſus & his Goſ- 

 pellisthat which makes a man compleatly Anathems 

 " Maranatha, becauſe if we paſſe by him there remaines 

TY henceforth no more ſacrifice for ſinne but afeareſull exe 

; __ * pedlation of Indeement: Heb:10.26., Miſtake me not be- 

' Toued, when 1fay there remaines no more ſacrificefor 
{nne to thoſe who haue paſſed by Chriſt Teſus I meane 
ſuch as haue paſſed him by for good and all, ſuch as are 

not entirely incorporated into him before they are 
ſnatched out of this life, For indeed we haue a redeemer 
ſo ſenſible of our infirmityes that when he comes awoc- 
mgymo our foules, he will rat be driven away actite 
_ firſtdemall. Alas,it he ſhould be {o reucky,chere would 
= , ,  hardlyeverany foulebe eſpouſed to him, ſecing all of 
Wn | vsnaturally hang backe, tind'excui{{s, and make many 
= pauſes, and © demurres, before wee giue our conſent, 
i Bute 
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Bur our ſaviour is ſo patient towards ourfollies, that 
for all his repulſe he will vouchſafe to come againe and 
againe, waite our leaſure, take all opportunity toſolli- 
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; cite the buſinefſe by his holy ſpirit . But here is no 
| ground for preſumption, For whofocuerideaies him ſo 
Jo often, or fo petempeorily, thar he is forced as if itwere 
| to leaue of his ſute,dureing the life of the party,or who- 
ſocucr dallics ſo long with him, that he is called ourof 


chis life ( as who can promiſe himſelfe a houre) before 
thematch be. made vp, Iſaywhoſoever thall fleight 
his Saujour, or neglet him afier this' manner, , 
 ithad beenea thouſand timesbetter for him, that 
Chriſt had never beene borne into the world, or atleaſt | 
_ thic himſelic had beene borne in ſuch an obſcurecor- 
ne of it, that he had never heard of him, For his out- 
ward profeſſion ofand with allthe prerogaciue, of it, | 
pt which he contented himſelfe withour any-hearty / 
/loue vnto him, the faire offers of ſakuation which hee | 
_ had; and made nothing of, ſhallprefſehim-morc hea- 
vily at tzeday of jndgmenr, thenall his finnes agamſt , 
the law, though they were murders, and adulterys; 
when for theſc very reaſons -itſhalbe calter for Turkes \ 
Americans and. Virginians then for him, | 
| Ifyou demand the rcaſon' of all this miſcheite, it 1s 


becauſe the notlaying toheartofwhat Cheiftharh done 
 forvs,and thenot receining him being offered vs with 
the thankefull affections of loue and reverence, vamix- 
ed delight, and compleat content in himisthe higheſt 
diſho10ur,and baſeſt indignity{ except wilfull Apoſta- 
cy, or malitious blaſphemy ) which canne be — 
a ſtn- 
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a {iniull man to the.mok bleſted and glorious'Trinity, 
Should Liiand torecount and amplify every circum- 
Nance of it, I thinke I ſhould both weary and, amaze 
you. Suffice it therefore only briefly to conſider how 

- contempt offerd ro Chriſt and his:Goſpell refleds vp- 
orall the perſons ofthe bleſſed Trinity, 79} 

* Forthe Father, whoſocucr {ers light by his fonne 
doth moſt grofly: vndervalue both his ' wiſedome and 
his goodneſle for his . wildome.The. contriueing of 
mans redemption by the'-death of his ien:in the: fullnes 

_ oftime 1s, fo tarreas is revealed to vs,cthe maſter piece & 

.cheike plor(with reuerence be it ſpoken/which hath bin 
from alleternity chought on by chat infinite boundleſle 
wiſcdome of Godbleſſked for ever; whereby he purpoſ@= | 

ed to getthimſclte faure more glory therche did by the 
creation ofthe world, when by a deliuerance ſo ſuper- 
atiuely admirable he ſhould both ſaue mankind, and 
aſtoniſhit.This is that for which the.Goſpell is ſooften 

called #he wi/dome of God wnto ſalvation, This £5 that 
myſtery of Godlynes which 7s great. quoneyeuius by the 

-  confeſscon of all without coutroverſy 1. Tim: 3. 16. 

This is thatilluſtrious »2yFZery of ſaluatzon which the 
Prophets enquired after, and ſearched diligently ' with 
the angels to - looke into 1.Pet:1.10.12. Laſtly this is 
that aoxurimua@ oped that wiſaome of God which huh 

| ſach curious vartetysn it Ephel: 4.10, Well then to 
.-come.to thepoint whenthetime ts come as itis come 
2to vs,who:liue 19 this þlefcd naenctide of the Goſpel) 
that God reveales to any man his aitoniibing myſtery 

_ of his infinite wiſdome,when he pleaſeth to thew any 

man 
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for him, by ſending his owne ſonne to ſatisfie his ju- 


ſtice,and therefore expeAs abundance of glory by it: it 
tharman now a baſe varlet, created by God that hee 


might applaud his leſſer workes of creation ſhall be- 
haue himſelfe ſo flupidly, thathe, forſooth, can ſcarce 
haue patience to take a fall view of his ſonne, if he can 
eſpie no ſuch/art tm the contriuance as may rauiſhhim, 


no ſuch wonders as may withdraw' his minde from 


thoſe bables, about which it was before buſied, O be 


loued, this is an indignity tothe glorious wiſdome of 


God the Father, beyondall expreſſion ofmortall 6- 


2 Forhisgoodnes and mercy. God the Father 


from everlaſting beholding mankind in the vgly maſle 
of corruption, through their owne wilfull rebellion 


knew he muſt beiuſt, and yet deſired to be mercifull. 


And when nothing might make theſe two ſtand toge- 
ther, bur fatisfacion from oneas infinite as himſelte, 
that he might commend hi loue tows, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeakes Rom. 3.8, hee reſolued not to ſpare yo «ſds 
the ſonne of his Lone as he is called by a ſignificant He- 
braiſme, Col:1.v.13. but to ſend him in fimilituae of 
finnefull fleſh, ro vndergoe that heauy buſines for vs, 
preſuming as it is in the parablethat howſoeuer his 0- 
ther meffengers had fared but ill in the world, yet his 
ſonne che heire ſhould be entertained with reverence. 
O then can we imagine with what helliſh corempr they 


even defye the loue of God towards them,who looke 
| ſtrangely vpon his ſonne, who behaue themſclues fd- 


wards 


D 


man how admirably he hath contrived his ſalvation | 
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wards him, as i bis Fathe r- had ſenthim in a needleſſe 
ertand intothe world, or as if there needed not to haue 
beene all this cate taken for them, | 
2 lInthe next place it wonld be an endlefle buſines 
- to rehearſe the- indignittes which are offered to the 
ſecond perſon in Trinity Chrift himſelfe by ſuch as call 
him Lord, Lord,butyet deale not honeſtly with him in 
their hearts, Greater Hour then this hath no man the that 
he lay aovone his lifefor his freind (aith our ſaniour 70h: 
15.13- True Lord it's the greatett loue that one frier.d 
canne ſhew another, but yet thy loue was greater ynto 
vs inthatthou laydeſt downe thy life for rhby exemies, 
yea in that thou vouchſatedſt for our ſakes to-rake ſuch 
a life which thou might{Flay downe. Confider in breife 
I'befeech you, how the ſonne of God outofimeere 0- 
bedience vnto his Father & compaſſion vnto vs rebel- 
lions avormes wiywrn emptied him/elfe of the luſtre of his 
Deity, undiy the formevfaſernuant humbled himſelfe 
10'the death ener the 0X parnfull, and ſhamefull death 
of the Oroffe Phil.2 8, Pernferhe hiſtory of his paſſron, 
yeo of his whole life which was little better then a paſh- 
*  on,obfearnehow throughty the ſad prediftions of a de- 
ſpiſed'hifteand 1gnominions death Ifa.5 3. were fulfilled 
in him, how inicvery point he was made 2/ch emerroboth 
4 manvf ſorrowes, drawe intoa Catalogue rhe rude 
diſconrtefres,/churliſh affronts,the revilings,bufferings, 
ſpitrings, torments, aponies and the contradictions of 
finnersall along (tharzs YoFſintull caytites which he in- 
dured withpatiencesLaftly remember that all thisbe- 
fell bim only becauſe #he Lord latd vpon him the imiqui. 
ii a 
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fore his eyes, whoſoever is conceitedand he belecucs 
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ty of vs all Hla:5 3.86. where the Hebrew phraſe is cle- 
eantly Hgnificant, hiphgiah, he hath maae the iniquily 
of vs all to meet, on him, as our tranſlators haue rightly 
expreſſed it in the margent.Remeber ſtil] I ſay thatall 
this was but whatwe had deſerved, and therefore wee 
may well ſuppoſe him with pirifull moanes crying out 
vito vs upon the Crofle in the mouing language of Ic- 
ruſalem Lam:1.12, 7s #t nothing t0 all you thas paſſe by, , 
behold and ſee if there be any ſorrow like unto my ſor- 
row, Now beloued whoſoeuer he be that hath read or ' 
heard all theſe things ſo punctually ſer dewne in the 
Goſpel! that he hath had hu ſautour encn erwſifyed be-, 


this hiſtory and yet cannot bleed withinorweepe with 
out for his ſinnes which were the cauſe of it, but can bee 
moued to more tender paſſions by a Tragicke fable cre- 
ated by the braine of a Poet, cannot ſympathiſe 
with his faviour in that paſſion which ſhould haue 
beene his, cannot by his ſerious compunRtion ſhare 
with him in thoſe agonys which ſhould haue bin all his 
owne, cannot take theſe merciesfo deepely to heartas 
with the earneſt pang 
C 
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his head, and wounds him-more deeply then the nayles 
did his hands and feete, and therefore we cannot imag- 
inc alighter curſe then Anathema Maran-atha to be 


_ duevnto him, For by his ſortiſh negle& of that death 


which his finnes as well as any mans elſe were a cauſe 
he becomes guilty of the murther of the ſons of God, 
yea one of thoſe # avaguupirie; tau nis,hy $a nis, I vnder- 
ſtand 8 mp bavJoizand englith it, who cyucifie a3 much as 
in them lies the ſonne of God x, wpguſualithum and ex- 
poſe him like a malefatitopr to publiqne ſhame Heb:6.6, 

3 Laſtly whoſocuer inſtructed in the Goſpell doth 
nor in carneſt loue Chriſt Iefus he vexes and grejues 
the third perſon in Trinity the Holy ſpirit, whoſe cheife 
buſines here below is to worke our harts ynto the loue 
of Chriſt, and as Iſayd betoreto folicice the qatch 
betweene him and our ſoules . And this is one reaſon 
why our ſauiour being to leaue this world ſpeakes fo 
much in S. 70h» of what the comforter ſhould doe for 
him after his departure. He ſhall teify of me Toln, r 2, 
26. Hee ſhall glorify mee 16.14. VWhoſocuer therefore 
makes the Holy ſpiritto labour in vainenot ſuffering 
his perſwaſions to make any impreſſions vpon his heart 
ortoget thence any glory for him whoſe agent he is 
butthinkes he does Chriſt Ieſus kindneſle enough in 
that he ſuffers himſclte to be called a Chriſtian rather 
thena Ilew or a Mahumetan, or Proteſtant rather then 
a Papiſt, In what a fit of diſcontent, in whata chafe 
(may wee thinke) doth that man fend or rather driue 
away the ſpirit of Grace, All that I have fayd in this 


ſecond conſideration is compriſed in that terrifying 
| place 
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place Aebr:10.28.29. which [ know is there applyed 


vato Apoſtates, but we muſt note thatall hypocrites 
are apoſtates in God> fight, & therefore whatwe may 
apply vato an Apoſtate in particular, becauſe he dif- 
couers the rotcenneſle of his hart in the ſight ofmen, 
we may apply vnto hyppocrites in generall becauſe 
there is in them the ſame evill hart of yabeliete though 
we cannot fo particularly, ſmell them out : the words 


are. He that deſpiſed Moſes Law , died without mercy, 


wvnader two or three witneſſes , of how much ſorer puniſh- 


ment ſuppoſe yee ſhall he be thought worthy , who hath 


troden vnaer foote the ſonune of God , and hath counted 
the blood 'of the couenant wherewith he was ſantified 


Kourdy (asthe blood ofa common man , ora malefaQtor 
nut as the blood ofafacrifice) and hath done deſpight 
unto the ſpirtt of grace. _ 


Applic: Youlee the tearcfally accurſed eſtate of 
_ thoſe profeſſors of Chriſtianiry who deale fallly with 


their ſauiour and loye him not atthe hart, you ce vp- 
on what ſlippery terimes \ve ſtand betweene the great 


eſt curſes and the greateſt bleſſings. It-we haue in- 


deede made Chriſt Ieſus our portion, If we haue 


| ks . | . p 
beae fo feelingly affected with. his fauours towards 
vsthat now with the ſpouſe inthe Canticles we are. 


even ſicke with tone of hjm , It as the Apoſtle prayes 
for the Epheſians. Wee are ſo rooted and grounded ins 
loue that we canbring goodproofs that with a conſtant 
reſolution we preterre the intelleQuall pleaſures which 


iſhue from his reconciled countenance before what- 
foever cle is moſt pretious and deare vnto vs, O 
D:3 | then. 
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then we may hug our ſelues as men ouerioyed, {or as 
ſure as God is God all his rich promiſes 1n Chriſt 
Teſus ſhalbe yea and amen vnto vs.! But on the con- 
trary if thoſe heauenly raptures and glorious trances 
of ſweeteſt entercourſe berweene Chriſt and eur ſoules 
ſound as phantaſtique dreames and harſh Paradoxes 
vnto vs, if we ſtupidly content our ſelves with an em- 
' pty Profeſſion of his name and hurtleſſe conformity 1 
, varothe outward garb of the Goſpel! , never ſtriving 
either ro expreſſe or to feele the inward power of it, 
 /ifwegot 0nin aheauy, ſluggiſh dull manner, neuer 
retiring vnto our ſaviour but in ſome melancholicke 
moodes which we are quickly weary of , blindly pre- 
ſuming of much from him , and caring not how littk 
he hath from vs, O then we moſt groſſely delude our 
{clues : for the curſe of curſes Amarhewa Maran-atha 
doth moſt certaynly belong vnto vs, 1 preſume 
almoſt there is not any man in this aſſembly but 
would thinke himſelfe much wronged ifone ſhould 
ſeriouſly tell him he did nor loue Chiiſt Teſus ;_Not 
loue Chriſt? why we imagine weall doe it naturally, 
Wwetake icas the cuſtome ofthe conntry to ſay ſo, It 
/ iS hot my purpoſe to diſharten any man, would to 
God thar the leaſt ſparke of loue vnto Chriſt in any 

' mans heart here were a glorious flame, But yer I 
would haue no man to deceaue himſelfe in this point 
then which nothing more eaſy , nothing more dange- 

; rous, God is notmocked, hee requireth cruth inthe in- 
ward parts and the exaCte{t kind of Joue that can bee 
imagined. Doe you thinke beloued but that the Tewes 
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in our ſauiours time were : confidently. perſwaded _ 
they loued God : they perſecuted our ſawiourindeede 
becauſe they could not apprehend him tobecheſonne 
of God , but for God himlſelfethey made full account 
that they and none but they Toued him aright . Here 
was I dare ſay as ſtrong a perſwaſion of loue to God, 
ifconfidence would bearc out the matter asin the grea- 
ter pitt of Chriſtians of their lone vnto Chriſt. Bur be. 
hold how miſerably they were deceaued oh: 5.42. 
our Saviour cxpreſlely tells them . Bu# 7 know you that 
ye hame not the loue of God inyou.Thelike grofſe deceite 
of the Tewes may be obſerued inthe ſame chapter a- | 
bout there lovevnro Moſes, why they were tooth and 
nayle for Moſes . The Law and name of Moſes was 
the glory of their nation for which no doubt but ma-* ; 
ny if they had beene put to 1t would reſolutely haue 
loſt their lives in our Sautours thne as their anceſtors 
had done before or their poſterity ſince, 1o that one 
would haue thought he might haue ſworne they loued / 
Moſes, bm yet when the matter comes to ſcanning 
you ſhall find there was no ſuch matret,- for indeede 
they were ſo filſe harted to Moles that ar the laſt day / 
he ſhalbe their cheife accuſer,witnefſe our Saviourwerſ, 
45. There is one that weenſeth you in whom ye truff that 
is on whom yepreſume , forhadyou belceued 'Moſes !. 
_ &c. Laſtly torouſe vsout of the lumber of'our pre- 
ſa nption lee vs take notice of our example more taken , 
out Mat.7.22: Luc: 13. 26. where we readethat naw 
ſhall come at the laſ} day unto Chriſt preſuming wvpon | 


their ſamiliarity with him , fome tel] _ thatthey 
had 


z 
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/ had eaten and dranke in his preſence,lome expoliulacing 


Re ee ee hf 


with him, Lord Lord haue we not propheſied in thy name 


' caſt out avells,” and done many wonderfull workes, 
\ "Would youimagine all this could be without greate 
_ !louevnto Chriſt : Ohow confident ſhould we be if we 


had ſuch evidence of our vnion with him . How fafe 
ſhould wee thinke our ſelues could wee challenge ac. 

uaintance with him vpon the ſame termes when hee 
ſhall come in: his glory to iudgment , But yet you ſee 
all this might doe vs no good, ſeeing our ſauiour will 
ſend many ſuch packing with an angry proteſtation 
that he knowes them not, and if he will not know them 
you may be ſure they were ſuch as had not for all theſe 
flouriſhes dealt kindly and louingly with him . VVhere-. 
fore beloued you ſee how much it concernes vs to 
pauſe a while on this matter. Wee all thinke we loue 
Chriſt Teſus © it were well if thinking would ſeruethe 
eurae, but we ſee that many who thought as confident- 
ly as we and perhaps vpon better grounds ſhall then 
perceaue themſelues miſtaken when it ſhalbe roo late to 
remedyit, O then let vs not venture our ſelges vpon 
ſuch groundleſle ſurmiſes , but while -we haue time to 
make al[ſure. Let vs make it a buſines to ſettle the eſtate 
of our ſoules which hang vpon ſuch nicepoints , let 


 notour ſhallow preſumprious conceipts of our loue to 


Chriſt, let not the lazineſſe and vntowardnefle of our 
fleſh hinder vs from a ſpeedy , impartial], induſtrious 
examination. of our harts whither they haue indeede 
the loue of Chat in them or no. 

Tf vpon duEenquiry we find in our ſelues the true 
ground 


' ground of loue ynto qur ſaviour, to wit, A tender affe. | 


_ thenthou findeſt thy ſelfe. but in an vnhappy caſe, yer 
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ionate apprehenſion of our infinite deferued miſe- 
ries, and his infinite vndeſerued mercyes, .if we feele 
the fruits of it a conſtant*, even, vniverſallxeſolucion to 
pleaſe himinall things , atall times inall companys, ' _ 
a diſeſteeme of what ſo ever ishonourableor pleaſant , 

in the world in compariſon of his favour, a.continuall 8 | 
hunger and thirſt after a nearer and more ſenſible com-' = F 
munion with him, I ſay ifvpon cxa& tryall thou find- 3 
in thy ſelfe theſe infallible notes of reall loue ynto thy 

ſauiour , then I hope itwill not repent thee ofthy la- 

bour. Fornow thou knoweſtvpon what gronud thou £7 | 
ſandeſt , now thy ioy may befull, aſſuring thy (elſe _— 
that chou ſhalt have a confidence which ſhall not 2 
deceaue thee before thy ſauiour at his appearing, Con- 

trariwiſe if when thou entreſt into thy heare, thou fin- 
deſtnoſacredre vpon the hearth bur all cold and yn- 
comfortable,ifthou haſt not yer beene acquainted with 
thoſe prickings of heart and affrightments of-con» 
ſcience for thy ſinnes,which vſually put poore humbled 
ſoules into thoſe vehement fits of loue ynto your Sa- 
uiour, If thou canſt giue no reaſon of thy ſuppoſed loue 
vnto Chriſt from any thing that thau haſt fele in thy 
ſelfe but only from what othermen-lay.from the Lawes 
and cuſtomes of the place where thou arr a ſubiec, 


thou art happy in this thar thou knoweſi the worſt 4 
of thy {elfe, and mayelt ſecke out betimes for an ef 1J 
teftuall remedy . If this bee thy caſe conſider feri- = 
outly that thou arc yet vnderthe heauy curſe in my text, 
ens Y E and 
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and'therefore impatient ofthis accurſedieſtate; recol- 
lecbthyTelfeaiideall a (peedy aſſembly ofthy belt -wits 
andthenbethinkethy'ſeltethacChriſbaniry isno- ludi- 
crousorjeſting matter, that the profeſſion of Chriſt the 
moſt ſerious buſines in the world, that therefore queſti- 
onleſſe there 1s greatedeale more init, then the for- 
malyties of cormimingto Chureh,carrying a bible,hear- 
ing afermon, that! withourdonbe Chriſt requires a re- 
allinwatd diſpoſition oftheſoule' which ſhould ſeaſon 
all theſe complements and make them acceprable. 

_ Confider i the! next place the ſumme andſicope of 
Chriſtianity whichis-only to ſhew how miſerable thou 
art by finne;, and how! happy thou mayeſt be in Chriſt, 
Whenthow art come thus-tarre,ſer the looking glaſſeof 
the Law before thee and terrific thy ſelfe with he vely 
deformitysand loathfome ſtaines of thy ſoule chrough 
the guilt of ſinne, then turne vnto the Goſpell and con- 


_ fiderhow Chriſt lefus out ofthe abundance of hisloue 
with which he loued thee being his enemy ſhed his dea- 


reſtblood'ro waſhia way theſe ſtaines from thy ſouleas 
very awretch as thou arr,as wellas from any mansellſe. 

\ Laſtly having thyfoule atcentiuely fixed vpon this, 
betake chy ſelte to:carneft prayer,and with ſtrong cries 
& groanes impottune the ſpirit of grace to Mlightren the 
cies of thy vaderſtanding ha? thow mayſt be able 10 com- 
prehend with all Saints what # the breadth, and lenght, 
and height and depth,ch to know the loue of Chriſt: which 
paſſeth knowleage Eph: 3.19. Doe this from thy heart, 
and contiune in ita while with an eager patience, and 
then I dare be bold to ſay that thou ſhalt feele a ſirang * . 
+380 | alccration | 
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alteration in thy felfe, then ſhalt thou feele # =iSo5 <aae- 
mddy ovredov One f1mple commotion in thy foule but an 
aſſembly and throng of paſſions, then ſhalt thou be ac- 
quainted with thoſe ſcalding affeQions to Chriſt Ieſus 
which holy men hauefelt inallages and firiued to ex- 
prefle in their ſolloquies but could nor, yea the greater 
ſinner thou haſt beene the more wilt thou with Mary 
Luc: 7,lay about thee with teares of ſorrow, and teares 


ofioy, andina holy kind of diftraQion ſtriue #0 /oue 


much becauſe much ts forginen thee, Laſtly thou wilt 
plainely ſee how villanouſly hitherto thou haſt diſlem- 


. bled with thy Saviour, and what a deale of Angelicall 
_ comfort thou haſt loſt by being a ſtranger vnto him, 


& hauing once after ſome clouds ſucds 8 of penitet fad 


nes recouered the light,thou wilt reioyceas the wiſe 


menwhen they recouered the light of the ſtarre with ex- 
ceeing great toy and follow itthrough thick and thin 
through all difficulties and oppoſitions whatſocuer till 
thou ſhall come to ſee him as he is in incomprehenſible 
ſplendoramongſt infinite millions of glorified Saints 
and Angells ; To whom with the Fatherand bleſſed 
Spiritthree glorious perſons an$one moſt infinite De- 
ty be aſcribed allhonour, power, might, mateſty, and 
dominion now and for ever Amen.” | 
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